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Are you a student interested in starting a business but just don't know how? Well, you have come to the right place.Many students just like you are eager to turn their ideas into something real, and guess what? 17% of students in the U.S. already have their own businesses-proving it's totally possible to get started while still in school.What's great
about being a student is that it's a great advantage in life. You've got all the energy, creativity, and resource access to grow something really exciting. Moreover, this stage of your life is perfect for trying new ideas since there's minimal risk.Whether you want to make extra money or build something big, there's a number of best business ideas that
would work for the students. The ideas do fit your schedule, utilizing your strengths and not necessarily requiring massive investments upfront.Ready to explore what's possible? Let's look at some of the best business ideas for students that can get you up and running without making your studies suffer. Be it side hustles or pretty ambitious ventures,
there is something here to suit the taste of everybody.Starting a business as a student might seem tough, but with the right approach, it’s absolutely doable. You don’t need to wait for the "perfect moment" or come up with a million-dollar idea overnight. The key is to take small, practical steps that fit into your student life.First things first—choose a
business idea that works for your situation. As a student, your schedule is packed, so you need something flexible. Consider freelance writing, graphic design, or even pet sitting—these are small business ideas that let you work around your classes. If you're tech-savvy, web development or app development could be great small business options. Look
at your skills and what excites you. The best business idea is one that doesn’t feel like extra homework.You don’t need a ton of money to get started. In fact, some of the most profitable business ideas require little to no startup costs. Many students are launching online businesses with nothing more than a laptop and some hustle. From creating online
courses to offering social media management or tutoring services, there are plenty of options that won’t break the bank. Plus, you can start with a niche market like offering photography services or translation services to fellow students or your local community.One of the best advantages of being a student entrepreneur is that your first target
audience is right around you—your fellow students. Whether you’re offering cleaning services, data entry, or even photography, your campus is a great place to get started. You can test out your ideas, get feedback, and even spread the word through social media platforms that other students already use, with Instagram being the most popular among
them. A strong presence there can help you attract more attention, and some student entrepreneurs choose to buy legit Instagram followers to boost engagement early on.Think about what you're already good at. Do you have graphic design skills? Why not offer your services to other local businesses or help maintain websites? Are you into fitness?
You could even explore coaching services or create a tutoring business based on what you're passionate about. The more your business lines up with your interests, the easier it will be to stick with it.When you’re starting out, don’t worry about complicated business models. Focus on one or two services or products that you can offer well. For
example, if you're into photography, start by offering photography services for local events or pet owners in your area. Once you’'ve built up some experience, you can expand your service offerings based on what your customers need.Even if you're a student, you’ll need a way for people to find you. Create a website or set up a profile on social media
platforms to promote your business idea.Having a professional online presence can make a huge difference, whether you're offering freelance writing, social media marketing, or selling products through an online store. Keep things simple but make sure people know what you do and how they can reach you.Once your business idea is up and running,
let people know! Share your services on social media, talk to your classmates, and don’t be afraid to ask for referrals. You don’t need a big marketing strategy—just be consistent and let people know what you're offering. Whether it’s through local businesses, fellow students, or social media platforms, spreading the word is key.Looking to start your
own business as a student? With a bit of creativity and motivation, there are plenty of opportunities that fit your schedule and interests. Whether you're after flexible side hustles or innovative startup business ideas, there's a startup idea out there for you.These business ideas allow you to gain experience, make money, and develop skills that can last a
lifetime. Let’s explore into some of the best options for students looking to start their own venture. Freelance ServicesTutoring ServicesPet SittingPhotography ServicesTranslation ServicesCleaning ServicesDropshippingSelling Handmade ProductsBlogging or VloggingEvent PlanningOnline Courses CreationData Entry ServicesLinkedIn
OptimizationAffiliate MarketingBookkeepingVideo Editing ServicesPrint-on-Demand ProductsBuy and Sell Second-hand TextbooksSelling Old ClothesDelivery ServicesLanguage Teaching OnlineFreshers' GuideSubscription Box ServiceCustom Sticker DesignGift PackingSocial Media Influencer MarketingVoiceover ServicesChildcare ServicesRent Out
Parking SpacesDeliver Homemade FoodMarket Research ConsultingAssignment HelpEvent Lighting Design Freelancing is a great business idea for students because it lets you work on your own schedule, offering services that are always in demand. As a student, you can tap into your skills and sell them online through platforms like Upwork or
Fiverr. These platforms are full of opportunities where college students and high school students can offer their talents, whether it’s content writing, web development, or graphic design.If you're looking for a flexible way to earn, freelancing is one of the best business ideas for students because it requires little to no startup costs, and you can work
from anywhere with just a laptop and internet connection.If you have a way with words, content writing can be an ideal small business idea. Many blogs, businesses, and websites need freelance writers to create content like:It’s one of the most profitable business ideas for students who enjoy writing. You can easily pick up jobs through freelance
platforms and start building a portfolio. Earnings can vary, but freelance writers can charge anywhere from $10 to $100 per piece, depending on experience and the niche market.If you're good at building websites, web development is a solid business venture. Utilizing technologies like React for the frontend and Python programming for the
backend. Many local businesses need professional websites or want to improve the ones they have. As a college student, Clients, especially small businesses, are willing to pay well for high-quality work. Web development can be one of the most profitable business ideas, as demand for websites continues to grow.SEO services help businesses rank
higher on search engines, making them more visible to customers. If you understand how to optimize websites, this can be a profitable business idea. This is an essential service for local businesses looking to increase their online presence. SEO is one of the most valuable marketing services, making it an excellent choice for students who want to
work with clients.If you have an eye for design, graphic design can be a fun and profitable business idea. Businesses and individuals need design work for things like: By offering graphic design services, you can work with local businesses or even fellow students who need design help. This field allows you to be creative while also offering a high-
demand service, making it one of the best business ideas for students.Freelancing lets you gain real-world experience, build a portfolio, and start your own small business while still studying. It’s flexible, affordable, and can grow into something bigger Tutoring is a fantastic business idea for students who excel in specific subjects and want to help
others. Whether you're great at math, science, or even a language, you can offer tutoring services to fellow students or even high school students. It’s flexible, and you can set your own schedule, making it perfect for balancing with your studies. With platforms like Zoom or even in-person sessions on campus, tutoring is a profitable business idea that
requires almost no startup costs. You can charge by the hour, with typical rates ranging from $15 to $50, depending on the subject and your expertise. This is a great business idea for students who want to help others while making some extra money.If you love animals, pet sitting could be the perfect small business idea for you. Many pet owners
need someone they trust to take care of their pets when they’re away, and as a college student, this offers a fun way to make money while spending time with animals. Pet sitting is a great small business idea because it’s low-cost and flexible. You can start by offering your services to local pet owners or through apps that connect sitters with clients.
Pet sitting typically pays around $15 to $40 per day, depending on the pet and the care required. It’s one of the best business ideas for animal lovers who want to earn while having fun.If you have a passion for taking photos, turning it into a photography business is one of the best business ideas for students. You can offer photography services for
events like birthdays, graduations, or even small business promotions. You don’t need to invest in a ton of expensive gear right away—start with what you have and upgrade as you grow. Photography is a fun and creative way of making money, especially if you enjoy capturing special moments. You can charge per session or event, with rates often
ranging from $50 to $200, depending on your experience and the type of service.If you're fluent in more than one language, offering translation services is an excellent business for students. Many companies, websites, and even students need help translating documents or content. It’s a flexible option, and you can do it from anywhere—perfect for
college students who want to earn extra cash.To enhance your translation workflow, you can use tools for document management that allow you to edit or combine PDF file together for easier manipulation, including PDF to Excel converter for better organization and analysis of multilingual content. Translation is a low-cost business to start and can
pay well depending on the language and the complexity of the work. Rates typically range from $20 to $50 per hour, making it a profitable business for students with language skills. Offering cleaning services can be a simple and practical way to start a business as a student. Many people and local businesses need help with routine cleaning tasks,
and you can step in to provide these maintenance services. The best part is, you don’t need much to get started—just basic cleaning supplies and a bit of time. This small business idea can grow quickly if you build a reputation for reliability and thoroughness. Cleaning services often charge between $20 to $50 per hour, depending on the job, making it
a solid option for making money.Dropshipping is a popular business for students because it requires minimal upfront investment. In dropshipping, you sell products through an online store without holding any inventory. When someone orders a product, you buy it from a supplier who ships it directly to the customer. This business idea is all about
setting up the right online store and promoting the products. Drop shipping is an excellent business for college students because you can manage everything online. With the right marketing and product selection, it can be a profitable business idea, especially if you find a niche market.If you’'re crafty, selling handmade products on platforms like Etsy
is a great business idea for students. Whether it’s jewelry, art, or home decor, you can turn your creativity into a successful business. Start with small batches and see what people love. It’s flexible and allows you to create and sell on your own time, making it one of the best online businesses for students. Earnings depend on your product and pricing,
but Etsy is a great platform to grow your business venture.Blogging or vlogging is an exciting way to share your interests while earning money through ads, sponsorships, and affiliate links. You can write or film about anything—travel, fashion, food, or even study tips for college students. While it takes time to grow, it’s one of the best online business
ideas for students who enjoy sharing their thoughts and experiences. Consistency is key, but once you build an audience, blogging or vlogging can become a profitable business.If you’re organized and love planning, event planning is a great small business idea for students. From birthdays to college parties, many people need help organizing events.
With strong organizational skills, event planning can become a successful business with low startup costs. You can start by offering services for local events, and as you gain experience, grow your network and reputation. If you have knowledge or skills to share, why not create online courses? It’s a business idea that allows you to teach others while
making money. Whether it's academic subjects or something creative like photography or writing, you can build and sell your online courses on platforms like Udemy or Teachable. This is a great way to earn passively and build a profitable business with minimal ongoing effort.Data entry is a simple and flexible business for students. Many companies
need help managing data, from inputting numbers to organizing spreadsheets. It doesn’t require specialized skills, just attention to detail and basic computer knowledge. It’s one of the best business ideas for students looking for quick and easy ways to earn money. It’s a practical way to make some money with no startup costs and a flexible
schedule.Helping people improve their LinkedIn profiles is a small business idea that’s gaining popularity. Many professionals, including college students, need optimized profiles to stand out when job hunting. LinkedIn optimization doesn’t require any investment, and you can charge between $50 to $150 per profile. It’s a great business idea for
students who are good with words and understand what recruiters look for. Affiliate marketing lets you earn a commission by promoting products and services online. If you have a blog, website, or active social media presence, you can recommend products and earn a percentage of each sale. It’s one of the best online businesses for students because
it requires minimal effort once set up. It’s a low-cost way to build a successful business while studying.If you're good with numbers and organization, bookkeeping business can be a simple and profitable business idea for students. Small businesses often need help managing their finances but don’t need a full-time accountant. This can be done
remotely, and it’s a great way to earn while developing valuable skills. Bookkeepers often charge around $20 to $50 per hour, depending on experience.If you enjoy editing videos, offering video editing services is a great way to turn a hobby into a profitable business. With the rise of YouTube, TikTok, and Instagram, many creators and businesses
need help making their videos look polished. As a student, It’s flexible, and you can take on projects that fit your schedule. Many video editors start charging From $50 onward per project, making it a solid option for making money as a student.Print-on-demand is a great business idea for students who want to sell custom items without managing
inventory. You can create designs for t-shirts, mugs, or phone cases, and when someone orders, the product is printed and shipped by a supplier. It’s a flexible and low-risk way to earn money since you only pay for what you sell, making it perfect for students with creative ideas. 18. Buy and Sell Second-hand Textbooks As a college student, you know
textbooks can be expensive. Why not turn that into a business by buying and selling second-hand textbooks? Many students need cheaper alternatives, so you can help by reselling books at a lower price. It’s a simple way to make money with minimal effort and costs.If you’ve got clothes you no longer wear, selling them can be a great way to declutter
and earn some extra cash. Many apps like Depop and Poshmark allow you to list and sell items with ease. This is a quick and easy business for students to make some money while clearing up space. Running a delivery service or courier service is a simple business idea for students who have flexible schedules. You can partner with delivery apps like
Uber Eats or offer to deliver packages or newspapers in your local area. It’s flexible, and you can work as much or as little as you want, making it a great way to earn on the side.If you’'re fluent in more than one language, teaching languages online can be a profitable business idea. You can offer personalized lessons via Skype or Zoom, helping others
improve their language skills. You can teach from anywhere, making it one of the best ways to earn as a student with language skills.If you're familiar with your college town or city, offering a guide service to newcomers can be a helpful business idea for students. Freshers often need advice on where to eat, shop, or explore, and you can help them
get to know the area. It’s a simple way to help fellow students while earning some extra cash.A subscription box service is a fun and creative business idea for students. You can curate themed boxes filled with items that match specific interests, like beauty products, snacks, or even study essentials. Start small by offering it to friends or classmates
and grow from there. It’s a great way to meet specific market demand, especially if you focus on niche areas. To keep it simple, partner with local suppliers or online shops for the products. Subscription boxes allow you to offer something unique each month and build a loyal customer base.If you love creating designs, custom sticker design can be an
excellent business for you. Many people, from students to small businesses, love using stickers to express their style or promote their brand. You can design and sell stickers for laptops, notebooks, or water bottles. With platforms like Etsy, it’s easy to sell online. The growing popularity of social media platforms also makes it easier to promote your
designs and reach more customers. Gift packing is a thoughtful service that people need, especially during holidays, birthdays, or special events. As a student, you can offer personalized gift wrapping services, making each gift look extra special. This service is perfect for those who don’t have the time or skills to wrap gifts themselves. You can also
offer add-ons like handmade cards or customized ribbons. It's a simple but valuable service, especially if you target busy individuals or local businesses looking to impress their clients.Helping businesses connect with influencers can be a great way to tap into social media influencer marketing. As a student, you can act as a middleman, finding
influencers that match a brand’s target audience. Many small businesses are looking for influencers to promote their products on social media platforms. Your role would be to find the right fit and guide both sides in setting up collaborations. Understanding digital marketing strategies can help you stand out in this space and offer more value to
clients.If you have a clear and pleasant speaking voice, offering voiceover services can be a profitable idea. From YouTube videos to advertisements, there’s a growing need for voiceovers. You can record your voice for various projects, such as commercials, podcasts, or explainer videos. With the increase in online content creation, there is always
market demand for talented voice actors. All you need is a quiet space and decent recording equipment to get started.Babysitting is a flexible way for students to make money while helping out local families. Parents are always looking for reliable people to take care of their children, especially during evenings and weekends. You can start by offering
your services to neighbors or through babysitting platforms. If you’re responsible and enjoy working with kids, babysitting can be a fun way to earn extra cash that fits around your schedule. If you have unused parking space near your home or campus, renting it out is an easy way to make money with little effort. Many people struggle to find parking
in busy areas, so your space could be valuable to them. Steps to get started: This is a passive way to earn income, especially if you live in a high-traffic area.If you love making food, why not turn that into a business by selling smoothies or sandwiches? You can offer fresh, homemade food and deliver it to local businesses during lunch hours. Many
people working in offices don’t have time to prepare healthy meals, so there’s always demand for convenient, tasty options. Start small by offering a menu of easy-to-make items and promote your services to local offices or shops. It’s a simple way to combine cooking with making money.As a student, you know what your peers are into, and brands are
eager to tap into that knowledge. You can become a market research consultant and help companies understand the student market by offering insights and feedback. This is a great way to use your understanding of student trends and market demand while making money.Helping other students with their assignments can be a great way to make
money if you excel in specific subjects. Many students struggle with coursework, and offering assignment help can be a flexible business idea. Whether it’s proofreading, editing, or offering guidance on research, you can assist students in improving their grades. This service is especially valuable during busy exam periods and can easily fit around
your own studies.If you’'re interested in design and tech, event lighting design is a creative business opportunity. From parties and concerts to weddings, lighting can dramatically transform an event. You can offer your services to people organizing local events or even college functions. It’s a niche service that can make a big impact and offers a
chance to combine creativity with technical skills.Being a student is the perfect time to explore your entrepreneurial side. With energy, creativity, and the ability to take risks, you have the freedom to try something new and build skills that will benefit you for years to come. No matter how small you start, the experience you gain will be
invaluable.Remember, success doesn’t happen overnight, but with persistence and passion, you can turn your ideas into something real. Whether it's earning extra income or building the foundation for your future, there’s no better time to take the leap. Believe in your potential—you’ve got this. ToolFundraising OSEverything you need to raise
funding for your startup, including 3,500+ investors, 7 tools, 18 templates and 3 learning resources.Buy It For $97 $297 —»Sheet1,000 VC FirmsInformation about the countries, cities, stages, and industries they invest in, as well as their contact details.Get the Sheet for $50Sheet250 Al InvestorsList of 250 startup investors in the AI and Machine
Learning industries, along with their Twitter, LinkedIn, and email addresses.Get the Sheet for $50Sheet250 BioTech & Health InvestorsList of startup investors in the BioTech, Health, and Medicine industries, along with their Twitter, LinkedIn, and email addresses.Get the Sheet for $50Sheet250 FinTech InvestorsList of startup investors in the
FinTech industry, along with their Twitter, LinkedIn, and email addresses.Get the Sheet for $50When you are a high school or college student, you generally have huge batches of free time. There's no better way to spend them than becoming a student entrepreneur...In the past decade, the world has seen many incredible businesses being started by
college students (Facebook, just to name one).But...Is it Possible to Start a Business While Being a Student?Of couse! The internet has removed many barriers that once prevented students from starting businesses. These days, there are no legal, financial, or knowledge restrictions holding you back from launching a side hustle while in school.School
and university demand many of your hours, but if you stay organized and make the best use of your hours, you will find time to both study and run your startup.Best 36 Business Ideas for Students1) Sell Used BooksDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: You finished your academic year, congratulations! Now check your desk... you have a pile of
used books, right? In many cases, they end up in your house’s trash bins. However, there’s something better to do with them: sell them to younger students at a cheaper price than what a new copy is.You'll probably, at least, make enough money to purchase the books needed for your next semester. The best of this idea is that it doesn’t require either
any investment or much time.Resources: Here’s an article on the 6 best places to re-sell old books and some tips on how to do it.2) Flip WebsitesDifficulty: MediumInvestment: HighDescription: You buy websites that are exiting for a low price, grow them in 6 months to 2 years, and sell them at a much higher price for a profit. There are people who
work full-time on this and make millions per year with their sites.The key here is to buy a high-quality website at a low price. There’s a ton of information on what you should consider and check when doing it. At the same time, there are all kinds of free digital marketing courses that you will find useful if growing one of these websites.Resources:
Flippa, Empire Flippers, and Micro Acquire are three website marketplaces. Besides that, you should check out this article on how to find, evaluate and buy websites, as well as this review we've written about Micro Acquisitions course, which goes all about buying, growing, and selling sites.3) Re-SellingDifficulty: MediumInvestment:
MediumDescription: There’s an ethical unresolved issue around re-selling sneakers, tickets, or whatever, but I've personally seen many people make loads of money buying items at a low price and selling them at a higher one. Re-selling works best with limited items (such as the mentioned tickets and some exclusive sneakers), as those who haven't
been able to purchase them are willing to pay more than their original price to have them once the item is out of stock.The key when re-selling is understanding the market and anticipating which items will people be more willing to pay for once they run out. Note that it can be pretty risky; I know of a guy who bought 10 tickets for a concert and
couldn’t re-sell them. He ended up inviting all of his friends for free with a huge loss.Resources: This is a really inspirational article on how to re-sell sneakers and make a profit.4) Writing ServicesDifficulty: MediumInvestment: LowDescription: Start a website that offers all kinds of writing services to students or businesses. It could be anything from
sales & marketing copy, SEO content, essay writing, academic papers, or even simple proofreading.There are already many trustworthy services online, and before starting out your own writing service, it is a good idea to work as a professional essay writer for a top website. After you have gained some valuable experience doing this, you can move on
to creating your own essay-writing service. You could charge per hour or project.+1 if the website invites other fellow students to offer such writing services and you charge a fee ;)Resources: This article will help you decide whether you should or should not start freelance writing. If yes, make sure to check this one, which teaches you how to do it.5)
Play CupidDifficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: Set up a website or an app, exclusively for your college campus or local area, to let the singles meet. This will be much appreciated by the community and, with a small fee, the app could kick-off and be the Tinder of your campus or neighbourhood.The app could, instead, be focused around
networking. People could use it to meet other people and make new friends.Alternatively, the app could also be focused around professional networking.Resources: This Bubble template is a great and cheap point to start a dating app.6) Motivational AppsDifficulty: HardInvestment: Medium Description: Motivational apps have a broad scope range.
They could be for anything from academics to mental health.Consider academics. The app could show events, seminars, or lectures and let the user log the attendance to these, getting award points in exchange. Such apps encourage improved productivity among students in a positive and fun way.These rewards could be in the form of vouchers,
coupons, or deals for any local service. For the sponsors, this would be a worthwhile advertisement option among the clientele too.Similar apps could be designed for fitness, gym attendance, and other activities too.The easiest way to monetize such an idea would be through ads.Resources: There are many tools out there to build apps cheaply and
fastly (even without coding). Check our Tools page.7) BabysittingDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: There will always be demand for babysitters and nannies. With both parents working and maternity and paternity leave shrinking in length, the market for this is only widening. If you have a knack with babies and have a pleasing personality,
you are already good to go.Resources: Here is a detailed article on how to properly set up your babysitting business and make the most of it.8) Babysitting NetworkDifficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: You can create a sort of marketplace for babysitting. Other prospective babysitters could sign up for it and offer their babysitting
services. Parents could select between the available babysitters and hire them through the platform. You could keep a commission.Even if you are not able to do the babysitting job due to lack of time, you'll still make a commission from fellow babysitters who have signed up for the program.Resources: Here is a long article on how to build and grow a
nanny app.9) Pet SittingDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: What’s better than babysitting? Pet sitting! Who doesn’t want to spend the whole day playing with dogs? There are busy workers and families taking holidays who need someone to take care of their loved pets.There are two main ways to face this business idea. The most common one
is to take pets for a one/two-hour walk every day/every two days. The second one would be to take care of pets of people taking holidays, for one to four weeks.Resources: The Balance Careers has a huge series of resources for pet sitters.10) Local ReviewerDifficulty: MediumInvestment: LowDescription: Every time we want to buy a product, the first
thing we do is to look online for product reviews. Sure enough, all big cities have their own dedicated websites for such reviews from multiple sources. But what about small places or even campuses? There’s a huge opportunity there.Start a website that reviews the local accommodations. You can make this exclusive for the campus itself or other
accommodations in the area that students could rent out. This would work as a credible source rather than just word of mouth. There could also be options added to include listings and discussion forums. You can monetize this through advertising.Resources: WPBeginner has a long article on how to build a review site using WordPress, which would
probably be the cheapest and fastest way to do it.11) Swap WebsiteDifficulty: HardInvestment: MediumDescription: Swap websites are used to swap, sell, and borrow goods and services. For example, if a person needs something but only for a single use, it is best to rent it out rather than buy one.On campus, there is more than one person who is
willing to do that, but it is lacking a way to find that person. Such a website would simplify this while enabling people to save a few bucks.Call it a new age barter system; especially on campus, there would be a lot of demand for this. Start this locally and then expand it later. There are loads to borrow and exchange from academic services, bikes,
books, and even clothes. You can monetize it through advertising.Resources: Here’s a list of 36 bartering and swapping websites to get some inspiration. We’ve also interviewed the founder of a shutdown swapping site who shared all the mistakes he made throughout his journey.There are loads to borrow and exchange from academic services, bikes,
books, and even clothes. You can monetize it through advertising.12) Design ServicesDifficulty: MediumInvestment: LowDescription: All kinds of businesses have design tasks. So, you can create a site that offers different types of design services, such as logos, flyers, packaging, or even websites, and niche down to local businesses or even other
students starting their own startups. This is a great startup idea for students and you could charge per hour or per project.When you are a student, it can be hard to get businesses to trust you. There are many ways to achieve it, such as showing them previous high-quality work, offering one free project, and connecting them with your previous
clients.Resources: You may be asking how to build a portfolio if you're just starting and have never had clients, right? Here’s a tool that generates fake client briefs for you to design and showcase in your site.13) Digital Marketing ServicesDifficulty: HardInvestment: LowDescription: Digital marketing has grown a lot in the last decade, with the
emergence of eCommerce and online businesses. The businesses that don’t digitalize themself and ignore working on their internet profile and presence are missing a huge percentage of clients.There probably are many local businesses looking for help on their digital marketing strategies. You can reach their owners and provide them with a free
consultation to show you know about the subject. You could help them with local SEO, social media management, and Google Ads/Facebook Ads campaigns, among other strategies.Resources: Make sure to check out Acadium, a tool connecting businesses looking for digital marketing work to be done, and students who are willing to learn and do that
work. They provide great free digital marketing courses on different topics.14) Development ServicesDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: Having a website is a must for any kind of business, and most local ones tend not to have one. There’s a huge opportunity there.Learning to code is super accessible for everyone. There are thousands of free
development courses, books, articles, and videos, so “I don’t know how to code” is definitely no longer an excuse. And if you don’t want to learn, you can even build a website without coding. This site was built with Webflow, a powerful visual web design tool.Resources: Google “free web development course” and you will get 3.2B results... I think
that’s enough ;) You should also check this complete guide on web development freelancing.15) Cleaning ServicesDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: Publish an online ad offering cleaning services in your neighborhood. Do a great cleaning job and build trust with your clients. Ask your clients for a referral and you will soon be cleaning the
houses of all your neighbors.That’s actually what Kisten Hadeed did and the origins of Student Maid, a really successful cleaning company in Florida. You can charge per hour and keep initial investment really low by asking clients to supply you with the needed equipment. Resources: This article from Entrepreneur.com teaches how to get started in
this industry.Difficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: Cleaning pools is an alternative to the already mentioned cleaning neighbor’s houses business idea. It’s definitely not as easy, as it requires to be educated on what you’re doing. You might even need legal permissions to work on it, depending on where you are based. On the side, it
requires some investment in equipment and products to be able to carry out the job.Both the difficulty and investment issues come with a big chance of making great money. You can easily get paid $40-60/hour. Note that the business would mainly run during the summer seasons.Resources: This article provides detailed information on how to set up
and grow a pool cleaning business.17) Moving ServiceDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: Both neighbors and students need moving services eventually, whether it's because the academic year has finished and the student is moving back to their homes, or because a neighbor has rented a new house. You can make money (at least
$200/moving) if you find it easy to pack items and move boxes.Resources: Here’s a long article on how to start a moving company, some tips for growing it, and the recommended price you might want to charge.18) Transcription ServicesDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: Transcription services are needed in all kinds of fields, such as law,
medicine, and businesses. It also doesn’t require either fixed hours or many skills. On the side, there are many forms of transcription, including video podcasts and recorded lectures, so you will probably be able to select the niche that interests you.No formal training is needed in order to be able to do transcription services. Good listening abilities,
great knowledge of English grammar rules, and fast typing skills would be a perfect combination to get high-quality work done fast.Resources: Here’s a motivational story on how Benjamin Walker grew a transcription business to +$1M/year.19) Translation ServicesDifficulty: HighInvestment: LowDescription: Offering translation services isn’t as easy
as offering transcription ones. You will need to be bilingual in both languages and know the grammar rules of the two of them. Businesses may not be really willing to offer advanced translation work to students, but they might be if it is basic and unimportant translations.You could start by translating lectures, books, and articles for professors.
There’s a ton of high-quality content in other languages - professors might want to share it with their students but they can’t as it isn’t in the student’s native language. That’s where you can help and charge per word translated.Resources: Here’s a whole content site dedicated to the business of translation.20) Photography ServicesDifficulty:
LowInvestment: HighDescription: If you love taking photographs, you can take your hobby and talent into a photography freelancing business. Both students and local businesses may need your services whether because they want to update their Tinder profiles or because they are looking to promote their recently-launched products.In the beginning,
you can start offering all kinds of services, but as you grow the business, you will probably realize there’s a ton of competition and you will need to niche and focus on one segment or one specific photography service in order to be different than the rest.The biggest issue for this kind of business is the cost of the photography equipment, which, if
you’re moving from one place to another, can break and make it even more expensive.Resources: Make sure to check this guide from Bplans on how to start a successful photography business.21) Photography PortfoliosDifficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: Good photography skills need to be appreciated before they get lost in that
Instagram page. Any campus will have a few fellows with exceptional skills in photography and videography. It would be easy to make a database of students who are interested in and create a platform to sell their work to others.The platform could charge a fee to either the photographer or the customer. On the side, it could also work hand in hand
with a photography club giving more chances and connections to both sellers and buyers by offering more exposure.Resources: Here’s a no-code template to build such an app.22) Food Delivery ServicesDifficulty: HardInvestment: LowDescription: Create a platform to deliver quick eatables, like sandwiches and smoothies, made by local businesses.
Start by targeting firms with employees in younger age groups, who often go out to grab a meal during lunch breaks. This is a gold mine, with food deliveries for simple items that don't break their wallet, the business would be exponential. With options to schedule deliveries made earlier to arrive at lunchtime, this could actually be a problem solver
for the firms.Take a step further and make these homemade too. This way, it is not necessary to rely on multiple third-party services. The food will be authentic, tasty, and have a personal touch to the service.Resources: Steven Long was the founder of Chowdy, a Toronto-based food delivery startup making $110k/month which had to shut down due to
some legal issues. Ali Jiwani is the founder of MealSurfers, a Canadian food startup that made an exit when it was making $7k/month. Make sure to check those two stories and learn from both the wins and mistakes of each.23) Deliver Food HampersDifficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: How often have you thought about that mac and
cheese your mom makes so deliciously. Or even wondered when you are finally going to eat something healthy?Well, the lack of time or will to go to a grocery store and cook something is in the least probable category. And the parents are well aware of this too. So design an app where parents can make such orders for kids that would be delivered to
them. This will have the personal touch and love of a package coming from home itself. You could monetize it by taking a shipping fee.Resources: Entrepreneur.com has a complete article about food hamper businesses. You should check it out!24) BloggingDifficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: Is there anything you really enjoy talking
about? Are your friends tired of listening to you talk about it? Then start a blog about that topic, build an audience, and monetize it through ads and premium content. The startup costs of building a blog are super low nowadays (with a domain and hosting would be enough, so less than $50/year) and the information to grow such a site is free all over
the internet.When we started this site, we had 0 knowledge of how to grow it. Nowadays, it receives +150k users every month from all over the world. Note that it took us 3 years to build such an audience. Consistency is key when blogging.Resources: GrowandConvert is a content marketing agency that has an amazing blog related to creating and
publishing content on the internet. Backlinko is another blog that publishes content-related articles, particularly about the search engine optimization of these. 25) Video ClassesDifficulty: MediumInvestment: LowDescription: Visual media often makes things easier. That is precisely the reason why we are all so hooked up on Youtube, without having a
clue why we are watching a cat playing piano at 3 am. The thought is simple, won’t lectures be so easy to understand with such visuals? With a creative mind and some graphic design skills, it could be put to use for this.The idea is to make a visual representation of any lectures and offer them to tutors and students. It would make studying so much
better and more straightforward. You could monetize it by pricing every video or through a monthly subscription.Resources: Here’s a great guide on how to make videos look professional without investing much money.26) Class NotesDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: We all know those students who are pretty lazy to actually take notes or
those others who tend to miss classes under any kind of excuse, right? Those students would be your niche market if you set up a class note business.There are some people who are really great at taking lecture notes, being able to summarize the information in a nice-looking and concise way. If you are that kind of person, you should consider re-
selling your notes to other students. You could sell them independently per class or in packages of all the notes related to one exam or to one semester.Resources: Make sure to check this well-known book, in which Sonke Ahrens shares his unique technique to take smart notes that are easy to study and learn from.27) TutorDifficulty:
MediumInvestment: LowDescription: Where there are students, there are tutors. If you stand out in one subject, you can probably teach it to someone else who struggles to understand it. A common trouble-maker subject is Maths, but note that there are many math tutors as well.Schools and professors tend to be helpful with students starting their
tutor businesses. Some schools even have a database of tutor students, so make sure to check if there is one in your school. The monetization model would be per hour; you can charge anything between $10-$100, depending on the subject, the concepts taught (how advanced they are), etc.Resources: This article is super inspiring for anyone starting a
tutoring business. The writer shares how he is making $1,000/week as well as lots of recommendations and mistakes you should avoid.28) Organize TripsDifficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: It is a known fact that most of the group plans for a trip but never happens. The WhatsApp groups have seen hundreds of failed plans. It is the
time that someone takes responsibility and get things done.Organize trips to various destinations which could be for events, festivals, or even just weekend trips. You can charge a commission or a fixed amount for an all-inclusive deal.Resources: Here’s a detailed guide from Bplans on how to start a travel agency.29) Event OrganizerDifficulty:
MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: Lots of students enjoy parties and socializing, so why not capitalize on it? Everyone is willing to spend $10, $30, or even much more on a great party. These can take all forms and shapes, from organizing a small meetup at a nightclub to running Project X 2.What will you need? Excellent communication skills
to convince everyone they can’t miss such a party (social media is a MUST to promote it!) and advanced organization abilities to make sure everything is in the right place at the right time.Resources: Here’s a long article from Capterra explaining how to turn those small parties/events you have maybe carried out in the past, into a profitable
business.30) Campus NewsletterDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: This is quite a unique business idea for students. If your campus doesn't have a newsletter already, it is time to start one. The source of money from this could come from advertisements from local businesses or even other student startups.The newsletter could be sent as
emails rather than printed versions or both. As a third party, a student can even make a deal with the college to create brand awareness among potential students using the letter. It could be used for promotional purposes, branding, and lead generations outside the campus too.Resources: Here’s an article on 7 tips to create a school
newsletter.Difficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: Instead of a campus newsletter, you could do a podcast. It could be an interview podcast, talking with students and professors, or more like a solo podcast, talking about the news, events, and things going on in the campus.The equipment needed is pretty cheap, with the possibility of recording
even with your phone. As for monetization, it could be done through sponsorships from local businesses or premium content for those who love the podcast.I haven’t personally seen this on many campuses, which makes me think this is one of the most innovative and unique business ideas for students on the list.Resources: Here’s an article on the 5
steps required to start a school podcast.32) Language CourseDifficulty: MediumInvestment: LowDescription: Do you excel in any language? Do you enjoy teaching other people? Then you should set up a Skype language course and sell classes to people from anywhere in the world while staying in your home. You could easily charge $20-$60/hour and
work part-time on it.Growing your client base is all about building an online presence and getting referrals from your existing customers. In the beginning, you could boost your initial customers by providing them with a free 1-hour call. Resources: Here’s a long guide for beginners on how to make $30/hour teaching languages and 6 places to get your
first clients.33) BookkeepingDifficulty: MediumInvestment: LowDescription: You don’t need to have a finance degree in order to be able to manage a local business’s bookkeeping records. An online course or even just some Youtube videos would be more than enough to start with. As all businesses require such work to be done, you probably won’t
have big issues finding your first customers.The initial investment costs are super low, as you can ask the business owner to supply you with the needed tools. As for monetization, most bookkeepers charge per hour and the amount depends on the complexity of the tasks ($30-$100 or more).Resources: Here’s a detailed video on how to start a
bookkeeping business in 2021.34) Jewelry BusinessDifficulty: MediumInvestment: MediumDescription: This is a great startup idea for students because jewelry making isn’t as hard as it sounds. You can easily learn about it through online courses and Youtube tutorials. You will then need to practice a lot until you start getting great results. Profit
margins can be really high when you achieve a nice looking product.There’s a ton of competition in the jewelry space so you will have to identify a niche. Social media (particularly influencers) are among the most usual strategies carried out by this kind of businesses.Resources: Shopify has a detailed guide on how to start such businesses. Besides
that, a few years ago we interviewed, on this site, the founder of a jewelry business that shut down and then emerged again with a new business model just to start making +10k/month.35) Baking BusinessDifficulty: LowInvestment: LowDescription: Selling cakes, cookies, bread or other baked goods can be another startup business idea for students.
You can easily post an online ad or some leaflets around your campus. Make a client happy, and you will have 3 new ones. The food industry works a lot with word of mouth.There are two main ways to monetize this. The first would be to prepare the goods based on requests from customers. The second could be to produce 100 cookies, rent a bike,
and wander around the campus and neighborhood looking for hungry people. The chosen price for the cookies would be cheaper than if it’s a requested job.Resources: Here’s a detailed article on how to set up and grow such a business. You should also watch this video from the founder of a “late-night cookie delivery service” in his college city.36)
YoutuberDifficulty: MediumInvestment: LowDescription: Becoming a YouTuber looks like a easy and lucrative career. Many see it as a great business plan idea for students because you make videos on a niche that you enjoy and then make money off them through ads and sponsorships. But the reality is that becoming a well-known YouTuber is not an
easy feat. Behind every famous one, there is a long, painful journey of hard work. Start by creating content and keep iterating from there with the help of your audience. It won't be an overnight success, but if you keep going for some time, you'll see amazing results.Resources: Here’s an article about a checklist to become a successful Youtuber.How
Can a Student Start a Business?Or in other words, how do you become a student entrepreneur?The list of business plan ideas for college students mentioned above is nonsense if you don’t now take action toward the chosen business.If you are a Business student, you probably have an idea of what are the steps that involve setting up and launching a
business. However, all kinds of students read this article, so here are some common steps that entrepreneurs carry out:1) Decide on the ideaAll of the business ideas for college students on the list are really interesting ways of making money, but you definitely can’t work on them all.To decide which to focus on, make sure to think about what you
enjoy doing in your free time, what you excel in, and what would you be willing to keep doing even if it doesn’t bring money (or it means negative numbers). We have compiled a list of both online business ideas and offline business ideas so you can pick the one that best suit your needs and skills. We hope we came up with some innovative startup
business ideas for students that you would have never imagined.Make sure to also consider your initial investment. Some featured in the list are business ideas for college students without investment or little resources, while some others will require a few hundred or thousands to start.Note that some of the above are business ideas for students in
university (or would work better with them) and others are business ideas for students in school (those that don’t require much money and getting physically involved).2) Decide on a nicheNowadays, there are businesses of all sizes and shapes. Building one has become so easy that the internet is full of websites, millions of videos are uploaded to
Youtube every second, and thousands of LL.Cs are formed every day.This means that there’s a lot of competition in any industry. The best solution for students who don’t have enough resources to invest in research and development and build a unique product or don’t have the capital required to set up a huge factory and win over competitors through
economies of scale (= low pricing), is to focus on a niche.A common niche could be to geographically limit the business so that you just focus on people within your neighborhood or your college campus. Another could be to focus on people with certain interests and likes.3) Choose a name and a brand styleHere’s a detailed article on how to choose a
name for your startup. The key is to brainstorm many, evaluate each option, and ask for feedback from your partners.As for branding, here’s another article on how to build the brand of a business. There are free tools to do it. Don’t spend much money/time on it, at least at the beginning.4) Launch the businessIt’s now time to push the LIVE button for
your business.This needs to happen as fast as possible so that you quickly validate whether it is worth it to keep pushing towards that business idea or it’s better to move to a new one from the above list of entrepreneurship ideas for students.There’s a common issue entrepreneurs face when launching new startups that’s called “paralysis by analysis”.
They keep improving the product, adding features, changing the design, etc, and spend months and months without launching it.This is exactly what you need to avoid, especially if this is your first business. 90% of startups fail (I'm sorry to be the one to tell you this), so you need to launch fast, validate early, and move to another business if it didn’t
work.5) Market your businessYou pushed the LIVE button and you didn't get any sales, right?The “build it and they will come” phrase is a completely unreal myth. It will take you blood, sweat, and tears to get your first clients.Do some advertising, go outside your home and deliver leaflets (there actually are some unique business ideas for students at
home above, in case you’'re too lazy), knock on your neighbor’s doors, send cold messages to potential customers that you found on Facebook groups, etc.6) Make sure your customer is happyMany of the college business ideas tend to market themselves by word of mouth and referrals. That is why it’s essential to make sure that each of your clients is
happy with the results.Interact with your customers, ask them what they think you could do better next time, provide them with a discount if any parts of the job were done incorrectly... there are so many ways to make your client happy, even if the price of the service is high or the quality of the work wasn’t the best.7) Scale!lf the business is going
well, you will soon find yourself with many tasks under your belt and little time to work on them, along with studies and extracurricular activities.That’s when you might start considering hiring your first employee. In order to avoid the risks of going into negative numbers during a bad month, you can work on a commission-based wage.In this stage,
the selection of new team members is essential. Remember that word of mouth can be a key way of promotion and marketing. If you hire someone who has zero knowledge of the tasks they are required for, delivers low-quality work, or mistreats clients, you will soon find yourself ceasing operations.Now It’s Your Turn!There is no direct and simple
answer to the question of how to start a business in college.As smooth as the above startup ideas for students may sound, they will all inevitably require a lot of dedication and perseverance.There is an abundance of resources at your fingertips, from valuable classes to school technologies, and access to professors. So make use of them in the best way
possible, and if the idea still doesn’t seem feasible, lay the groundwork for it.You would be getting practical knowledge and work experience before finishing the course. Even if it fails. Remember that college is the time to blossom and experiment, and it is only the beginning of your life journey.If you have any questions, have other small business
ideas for students you think we’re missing, or want us to help you with your new startup, make sure to reach us at nico@failory.com!FAQWhich Business is Best For Students?Here are some of the best businesses: flip websites, re-sell sneakers or tickets, baby or pet sitting, deliver writing, design or development services, start a blog, sell your class
notes, become a tutor, organize others’ trips, organize parties, and create a campus newsletter or podcast.What Kind Of Business Can a Student Start?Students can start all kinds of businesses, but it’s really common that they start a service-based one, such as house cleaning, pool cleaning, food delivery, content writing, content transcription, graphic
design, and website development, among others.How Can a Student Start a Business?First, decide your business idea and choose the segment of the market that you'll be serving. Then, choose a business name and design your business’ brand. Once it is launched, market your business in your neighborhood or campus. Finally, hire employees and
scale it! Running low on cash and inspiration? Our list of profitable small business ideas helps you get started from home with just a small investment.Setting up your own business and working for yourself is a great way to earn extra money at home. But finding a great idea can be quite tricky.These small business ideas will get your entrepreneurial
juices flowing and set you up for startup success. If you're big on TikTok, Twitter, Facebook or Instagram, you can make money (and get free stuff) by advertising products for brands. You'll have more luck with companies that are relevant to your brand. So, say you're a BookTok influencer, the most obvious products to promote will relate to books
and reading. But remember it's not impossible for an influencer to promote products that are outside of their niche. Check out our guides to making money from social media and becoming an influencer for more info. As far as small business ideas go, things couldn't be much easier than creating a website. The best part is that it can be about anything
you like (within the confines of the law, of course). Pick a subject you're passionate about, get blogging and start earning. To help you, we've identified some ways to monetise your website. Here's what Save the Student's founder, Owen Burek, says about starting a profitable website: Starting your own blog or even an e-commerce website with
Shopify is one of the best ways I've found regarding how to make money online. I launched Save the Student in 2007 as a first-year student. By the time I graduated it was generating enough revenue through affiliate marketing to give me the confidence to make running the website my full-time job. Whether it's from ads or the opportunities for
sponsored content, there's some serious money to be made on YouTube. You don't need millions of subscribers to earn money from YouTube videos. Just pick a topic that interests you (games, comedy and music tend to be popular) and put together simple guides or reviews. As long as you're offering something different, there's no reason for you not
to do well. All of these business ideas are worth trying, but does it get any better than getting paid to hang out with animals? From busy workers who are out during the daytime, to families going abroad for a couple of weeks, plenty of people are willing to pay someone to look after their pets. It might even just be to walk the dog for an hour or so
each day. As we explain in our guide to becoming a pet sitter, the money isn't bad either. Although selling your own textbooks is a great place to start, that's not your only option. At the end of the semester, offer to buy your classmates' second-hand textbooks. Chances are they'll accept a fairly low price as it saves them the hassle of selling it online
themselves. Then, at the start of the new term, find the new students taking that course. Sell the books to them for more than you bought them for (but less than the cost of a new copy) and you're in. Simple supply and demand. Got a creative streak? Then get yourself over to the likes of Fiverr and Gumroad ASAP. These sites are great ways to cash in
on your talents. Whether you're good at graphic design, composing music or even developing recipes, you could be earning big bucks. The easiest place to start when it comes to publishing a magazine would be to focus on your main interests. That way, you'll know enough potential contributors to start filling out your publication. If you're a student,
speak to tutors, experts and your classmates to see if they'd like to chip in. Once you've got your writers (and your content), you could place adverts in your magazine (or on your blog). But it's not all about the money. This kind of project will look great on your CV, too. Extra money in your pocket? Check. Encouraging sustainability? Check. More
space in your wardrobe? Check. It's hard to think of a downside to selling your old clothes online. To help you get started, we've put together some top Vinted selling tips. Upcycling is a great way to revive your old clothes. But, beyond simply saving money, the process can make you money too. It's not just clothes that can be transformed. There's a
huge market for upcycled furniture, too. If you're in a charity shop and spot a tired old chair that could do with a lick of paint, give it that lick! Once you're done, take to the internet and sell your work for a profit. Before you know it, you'll have your own small business. Sites like Gumtree and Facebook Marketplace are perfect for selling upcycled
goods. Credit: Africa Studio - Shutterstock Starting your own delivery service is just one of the many ways to make money from walking. If you've got a bike (or even a car) you should be able to complete each order a lot quicker. Evenings and weekends are the ideal time to deliver McDonald's and beer combos, while in the mornings, you could bring
people their coffees, newspapers or train tickets. Assuming you've not got the skills to design them yourself (if you do, this one is pure profit for you), pay a flat rate to a freelance graphic designer to create popular web graphics or icons. Then, head to a marketplace like GraphicRiver, and sell them for a recurring income. You may need to sell a few
copies before you break even. But once you do, it's all profit from there on out. Got access to a church hall or a bar that could use more customers on a quiet night? Or maybe a lecture hall (a.k.a. a glorified cinema)? You could arrange to show a film on the big screen (bonus points if the venue already has a projector) and sell tickets to your friends,
coursemates and family. It's often said that we Brits love to queue. But, in reality, everybody hates it. We just respect the order and accept that it's the fairest way to approach things. Now we've established that nobody likes queueing, it's time to offer a solution. Whether it's queueing outside a venue for theatre tickets or waiting on the phone to
finally get through to a member of staff, you can profit from enduring the misery on somebody's behalf. This business idea will more likely work for your parents or grandparents rather than people your own age (although don't rule it out!). But if you find someone willing to pay, don't let age get in the way. As long as your computer has a disc drive,
you can copy the songs of the CDs onto your PC. If you're not sure how to do it, see this guide to ripping CDs to MP3. Afterwards, it's just a case of dragging and dropping the songs over to whatever device your paying customer would like to listen on. A simple task, if not a little time-consuming. Always had an idea for a story? With the eBook market,
there's nothing to stop you from becoming a published author. In fact, even if you don't fancy penning a novel, you can still make some money from writing. Set yourself an unusual goal and blog or write a book about it. Take Ken Ilgunas as an example. He self-published a book about living in a van. At the risk of sounding like a broken record, setting
up your own website is so easy. But finding nice uni accommodation often isn't. You could offer your fellow students a solution. Simply start a review site for accommodation in the area. Are you bilingual? If so, you could be making some serious cash from something that probably seems completely natural to you. There are loads of ways to make
money from your language skills. One of the best and easiest ones is to offer language classes over Zoom or Skype. That way, you can sell your services to people all around the world without ever leaving your room. For more profitable business ideas see our easy ways to make money. You can grow loads of different fruit, veg and herbs at home.
Many plants can be grown indoors. Some don't even need proper pots and can thrive in old wellies. If number 6 on this list took your fancy, you can give this a go too. Etsy is the place to sell your original works. You could sell handmade things like T-shirts, jewellery and stationery. Or perhaps if you're talented at drawing, painting, printmaking or
similar, you could sell your artwork on there. Of course, read our guide to making money on Etsy before you get started. Modern books won't be covered by this trick. If you're thinking of producing your own audiobook of the Harry Potter series, you're out of luck. But older works (we're talking several decades old) will often be out of copyright. This
means that they're free to use and free for you to reproduce as eBooks or audiobooks. We'd recommend targeting harder-to-find works, like medieval literature or 18th-century books. For these titles, there'll be less competition and possibly more demand for an accessible copy online. Always fancied yourself as a bit of a Sherlock Holmes? You can use
these skills, as well as the internet and some local contacts, to help people track down the impossible. We're talking about irreplaceable possessions that they've lost. Or, extremely hard-to-find items that they'd like to buy. All for a small fee, of course. Whether it's related to your current course or your dream career, you can offer your skills to people
who need web design, illustration, writing, admin support and much more. Sites like Fiverr and Upwork are great for advertising your services once you've become a freelancer. As an added bonus, you'll also get some great experience to add to your CV. Our Head of Editorial, Laura Brown, has experience as a freelance writer. This is what she said



about it: While searching for full-time jobs after university, I worked as a freelance writer to make money. Although I decided not to keep it up long-term, I can definitely see the appeal of working solely as a freelancer as it's very flexible and varied. The part of freelancing that I found hardest was finding consistent work. However, if you can find
regular work through ongoing commissions from the same company this helps a lot. In hindsight, I wish if I had used sites like Fiverr and Upwork to find more work as it would have made it easier, but I wasn't aware of them as options at the time. Instead, I mostly found paid work through a combination of connections I'd made as a student journalist
and by getting in touch with a local business who offered me regular writing commissions for their blog. I also secured one particularly big freelance commission that had been advertised via the place where I'd studied a postgraduate journalism diploma. If you haven't already, I recommend asking the careers department at your uni to notify you
about any freelance opportunities they hear about. Parents of students will always be concerned about what their children are eating. They can worry a little less once they've sent them one of your hampers. Aim to fill it with cupboard essentials like long-life foods (pasta, rice, baked beans etc.). You can also add some healthy stuff that they're
probably not getting enough of. Dating apps are all well and good. But, for many, it's hard to beat meeting someone in the real world. For students looking for a slightly less virtual matchmaking service, organise a speed dating night and charge a small fee for entry. Use a site like Lulu.com to produce professionally printed books or magazines. You
can make each one unique by adding hand-crafted touches or notes. To find customers, you could start a website, create a professional social media account and maybe launch an Etsy store. If you have some graphic design skills, why not offer to produce handouts for your tutors? It would be a great way for you to study their subject in more detail,
and will likely save them a lot of time. Likewise, if any of your friends work as private tutors, see if they need help with creating study resources for their lessons. Clothes, services, bikes, books - people are always looking to borrow all of these and more. A swapping site is a great small business idea to help match those wanting to borrow something
with those who have something to offer. Or you could maybe start a site that matches students who want to see the UK with those who live in other towns. You'll also like these weird ways students have made money. Not much to explain here. Our guide has all the details on becoming a babysitter. The most important thing is to actually enjoy the
company of children. Otherwise, what's the point (other than the money, of course)? Scout out some popular festivals or cities (either in the UK or Europe) and organise a trip for yourself and a few dozen other students. Booking for a bigger group is more likely to get you a discount (on top of our tips for saving money at festivals). It's only fair that
you charge your mates a little commission for setting the whole thing up. Matched betting is a way of gaining profit from free bet promotions offered by betting companies. You need to be over 18 to do it. It isn't gambling. However, if you drop the ball, you could end up losing money. Having said that, if you are confident at it, talking your family and
friends through it in exchange for a small cut of their earnings is a potential way to make money. Just make sure they're also over 18, are familiar with the potential risks and understand that it isn't an alternative to employment - rather a way to make some extra money in their spare time. If you're keen to find out more, here's our guide to getting
started with matched betting. Credit: ImageBySutipond - Shutterstock The beauty of stock photos is that you don't need to look like a typical model to feature in them. After all, they're meant to be more realistic. That said, if you don't feel comfortable getting in front of the camera, you could help photographers find models instead. Or, completely cut
out the middleman. Simply grab a camera and have a go at shooting and selling your own snaps. Check out our guide to selling photos online for some tips. We also share how much money you could make. If you're making a newsletter, you'll save on costs (and environmental impact) by going for an email newsletter rather than an old-fashioned paper
copy. To make money, you can sell advertising space to local businesses, organise exclusive deals and discounts to offer readers or run some competitions. Always find yourself forgetting people's birthdays? Yeah, us too. Save yourself (and everyone else) a world of embarrassment by setting up a service that not only reminds people of important dates
but also sorts the gift and a card. Keep in mind that anniversaries and Valentine's Day are just as lucrative as birthdays! And when you do, let us know so we can sign up. Despite students famously not having much money, companies are still absolutely desperate to sell to them. As a student, you can offer them some invaluable insight into how their
brand and products are perceived by young people. And it's only fair that they pay you for your services. Head over to our guide to the best product testing websites for tips on making money this way. Yearbooks are always great fun, but it's unlikely that your university will be publishing one. Why not take up the responsibility yourself and be the hero
of your course? There are loads of print-on-demand publishers that will help you do this. If you want to maximise your profits (or keep the costs low for your buyers), you could sell advertising space to local businesses. Everyone has some unused home gym equipment sitting in the garage, right next to a pile of good intentions. Look on the likes of
Facebook Marketplace or Gumtree and buy the kit at a bargain rate (or ask to take it away for free). After that, re-sell it to an individual, school, gym, office or personal trainer. This one's pretty similar to number 13. Save someone else the time or cost of rearranging a missed package by offering to wait for them. You could also collect it on their
behalf. Create a portfolio website for bands and musicians. You can use the site to promote bands to local events and businesses. They'll then have a go-to resource for booking acts in the area. Call local businesses first thing in the morning and get them to place some orders for later in the day. Then, make the smoothies and sandwiches at home
(we've got some great sandwich ideas) and deliver them to their door at lunchtime. Like Deliveroo, but much, much cheaper. Credit: Oxy gen - Shutterstock This should be an especially good seller at the start of term. Students will be starting uni or moving into a new home, and as such will be looking for ways to decorate their rooms on a budget.
Sound like something you could hack? Check out Snapfish and start printing your masterpieces. We know of plenty more ways to make money from selling your artwork. Have you got a great eye for detail and an excellent track record of revising for exams? If so, your skills will be very useful to other students. By creating revision resources for
students, you can put your organisational skills to good use. Essentially, think about what techniques help you to prepare for exams, and see if you can create tools based on these that guide students through their revision. One idea is to design a revision planner. Perhaps you could create it in a calendar format with pointers to help students manage
their time and keep track of upcoming exams. Once you've made your resources, you could sell them as printable PDFs on sites like Etsy. A website, a magazine, an app - whatever you settle on, use your knowledge of the area to create a resource that helps freshers make the most of their new town. Include the best cafés, cheapest deals and some
hidden gems. You can sell the guide, or give it away for free and ask businesses to pay a small fee to be included. Put together packages of budget flights, accommodation and events and coordinate them between your own university and one based abroad. If it's easier, try starting with a university that yours is already affiliated with. For example,
think about which universities offer a year abroad. When we say "essentials", we're talking stationery, kitchen utensils, discount vouchers and more. Basically, think about anything from our what to take to uni checklist that can be delivered to freshers' rooms ahead of their first day. Private tutors get paid seriously good money. Naturally, you can
market yourself as a tutor for school students in whichever subject you're studying as a degree, but don't limit yourself. If you're studying English but did well in Maths at school, offer to help kids with this, too. As we explain in our guide to becoming a tutor, you can tutor online to expand your customer base. Credit: Piranhi - Shutterstock If you have
an unused parking space outside your house, see if you can rent it out for some extra cash. This idea's especially lucrative if you live near a train station, airport or high street, or if the area is largely permit parking only. Basically, anywhere where parking's at a premium. Pretty simple. If you're good at a sport, or just have a knack for teaching it, get
paid to be a coach for one of the local teams (or the uni team, if they pay). We're probably not helping to fight the whole 'lazy students' stereotype here. But, if your fellow students can't be bothered to take their washing to the laundrette (or don't know how to use a washing machine), why not do it for them? You only need to charge a couple of quid
per person. Depending on the size of the flats in your halls, you could be making upwards of £20 from each one. Along with some inspirational messages, make sure the app can log things like lecture and seminar attendance. It can then award users points, vouchers or gifts for sticking to their targets (or exceeding them!), and give penalties for
slacking. People are always looking for ways to keep fit without paying for a gym membership. Outdoor fitness trails are among the most popular alternatives. Set up a trail on Meetup and lead groups of people to unusual locations, or places off the beaten track, all the while working out without any gym equipment. Most people feel a bit
uncomfortable putting a CV together, especially when it's their first time. Read our guide to CV writing to brush up on your expertise. You could then offer your services as a résumé reviewer. Have you ever seen tins of beans that are actually secret containers for your valuables? This is the same principle but for all your favourite gadgets. Think
phone covers that look like pencil cases or laptop cases that look like ring binders. Essentially, anything that's so worthless, no thief would ever think to steal it. There are bonus points on offer (from us and the customers of your small business) for using recycled materials. Customers can sign up at the start of the year and let you know whenever they
expect to have an intense period of revision or deadlines. Then, whenever they need it, you can deliver them a study survival kit to their house or the library. Pack it full of things like teabags, scented candles and a few brain foods, and they'll be ready to go. Anyone can have a weird or wonderful idea, but very few turn their dreams into concrete
reality.Whether you've got a world-changing concept or just want to make some extra cash, you've got to make a start before you can have a startup business!Listen to this interview with Save the Student's founder about how he started a business in his first year of university.



