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Country/ territorial communityEntry visa required no/yesAfghanistanyesAlbaniano (1, 5)AlgeriayesAndorrano (1, 4)AngolayesAntigua and Barbudano (1)Argentinano (1)ArmeniayesAustriano Australia (including the Cocos Islands, Norfolk Island, Christmas Island)no (1, 3)AzerbaijanyesBahamasno (1)BahrainyesBangladeshyesBarbadosno
(1)BelarusyesBelgiumno BelizeyesBeninyesBhutanyesBoliviayesBosnia and Herzegovinano (1, 5)BotswanayesBrazilno (1, 4)Brunei Darussalamno (1)Bulgariano Burkina FasoyesBurundiyesCambodiayesCameroonyesCanadano (1, 3)Cape VerdeyesCentral African RepublicyesChadyesChileno (1)China (People's Republic)yes (6)Colombiano
(1)ComorosyesCongo (Democratic Republic of the Congo)yesCongo (Republic of the Congo)yesCosta Ricano (1)Cte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast)yesCroatianoCubayesCyprusno Czech Republicno Denmarkno DjiboutiyesDominicano (1)Dominican RepublicyesEcuadoryesEgyptyesEl Salvadorno (1, 4)Equatorial GuineayesEritreayesEstoniano
EthiopiayesFijiyesFinlandno France (including French Guyane, French Polynesia, Guadeloupe, Martinique, New Caledonia, Runion, St Pierre and Miquelon)no GabonyesGambiayesGeorgiano (1,5)GhanayesGreeceno Grenadano (1)Guatemalano (1)GuineayesGuinea-BissauyesGuyanayesHaitiyesHondurasno (1, 4)Hong Kongsee China (People's Republic)
(6)Hungaryno Icelandno (1, 3)IndiayesIndonesiayesiranyeslraqgyesirelandno Israelno (1, 3)Italyno JamaicayesJapanno (1, 3)JordanyesKazakhstanyesKenyayesKiribatino (1)Korea (Republic of Korea, South Korea)no (1, 3)Korea (Democratic People's Republic, North Korea)yesKosovono (1, 5)KuwaityesKyrgyzstanyesLaosyesLatviano
LebanonyesLesothoyesLiberiayesLibyayesLiechtensteinno Lithuaniano Luxembourgno Macaono (1, 6)MadagascaryesMalawiyesMalaysiano (1)MaldivesyesMaliyesMaltano Marshall Islandsno (1)MauritaniayesMauritiusno (1)Mexicono (1)Micronesiano (1)Moldovano (1, 5)Monacono (1, 4)MongoliayesMontenegrono (1,
5)MoroccoyesMozambiqueyesMyanmar (Burma)yesNamibiayesNauruyesNepalyesNetherlandsno New Zealand (including the Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau)no (1, 3)Nicaraguano (1)NigeryesNigeriayesNorth Macedonia (former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia)no (1, 5)Norwayno OmanyesPakistanyesPalauno (1)Palestinian territoriesyesPanamano
(1)Papua New GuineayesParaguayno (1)Peruno (1)PhilippinesyesPolandno Portugalno QataryesRomaniano Russian FederationyesRwandayesSaint Kitts and Nevisno (1)Saint Luciano (1)Saint Vincent and the Grenadinesno (1)Samoano (1)San Marinono (1, 4)So Tom and PrincipeyesSaudi ArabiayesSenegalyesSerbiano (1, 8)Seychellesno (1)Sierra
LeoneyesSingaporeno (1)Slovak Republicno Sloveniano Solomon Islandsno (1)SomaliayesSouth AfricayesSouth SudanyesSpain (including Spanish territories in North Africa with Ceuta and Melilla)no Sri LankayesSudanyesSurinameyesSwazilandyesSwedenno Switzerlandno (1, 3)SyriayesTaiwanno (1, 9)TajikistanyesTanzaniayesThailandyesTimor-
Leste (East Timor)no (1)TogoyesTongano (1)Trinidad and Tobagono (1)TunisiayesTurkeyyesTurkmenistanyesTuvaluno (1)UgandayesUkraineno (1, 5)United Arab Emiratesno (1)United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelandno (1, 3, 7)United States of America (including Virgin Islands of the United States, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto
Rico)no (1, 3)Uruguayno (1)UzbekistanyesVanuatuyes (2)Vatican Cityno (1)Venezuelano (1)Viet NamyesYemenyesZambiayesZimbabweyes1) Persons who do not require a visa to enter Germany (holders of passports from the countries marked no on the list) may, as a general rule, not remain on German territory for more than 90 days in any 180-days
period. Nor may they take up gainful employment whilst here. German entered into bilateral visa waiver agreements with certain countries which, under certain circumstances, allow for a stay in Germany exceeding the period of 90 days in any 180-days period. More detailed information in this regard can be obtained at the websites of the German
embassies and consulates in the respective countries.2) For holders of ordinary passports issued on or after 25 May 2015.3) Residence permits (also for stays of more than 3 months) may be applied for after entering Germany without a visa.4) Footnote 3 also applies provided gainful employment is not taken up.5) The visa waiver applies only to
holders of biometric passports.6) The visa waiver applies to holders of SAR passports (Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Region passports). These may not remain on German territory for more than 90 days in any six month period. Nor may they take up gainful employment whilst here.7) The visa waiver also applies to British Nationals
(Overseas).8) The visa waiver applies only to holders of biometric passports (excluding holders of Serbian passports issued by the Serbian Coordination Directorate (in Serbian: Koordinaciona uprava)9) The exemption from the visa requirement applies only to holders of passports issued by Taiwan which include an identity card number. Overview
"Visa & Service" Emergency numbers Local authorities are responsible for investigating and prosecuting crimes.Dial 112 for ambulance services.Dial 110 for the police.Contact the U.S. Embassy in Berlin at +49-30-8305-0 to report crimes or emergencies (after calling local authorities).Terrorism Credible information indicates terrorist groups and
individuals radicalized or inspired by terrorist organizations and Jihadi ideology remain a persistent threat in Germany and Europe.European governments are acting to prevent terrorist attacks. However, all European countries remain potentially vulnerable to attacks from transnational terrorist organizations.Terrorist attacksfrom groups and
radicalized individuals aim to attack U.S. citizens abroad with knives, firearms, and vehicles.Terrorists may target crowds at:High-profile public events (sporting contests, political rallies, demonstrations, holiday events, celebratory gatherings, etc.)Tourist sitesPopular hotels, clubs, and restaurantsPlaces of worshipSchoolsParksShopping malls and
marketsPublic transportation (including subways, buses, trains, and scheduled commercial flights)Crime Violent crime is rare in Germany but can occur. It is more common in larger cities, large metropolitan subway systems, and in train stations. Most crimes occur during late night or early morning hours. Most incidents of street crime involve the
theft of unattended items andpickpocketing.Theft and pickpocketing mainly happen at train stations and on public transport. They also occur at tourist spots and large public events.Always pay close attention to your valuables.Stay aware of your surroundings.Exercise caution when gathering in popular expatriate hangouts.Dont buy counterfeit and
pirated goods, even if they are widely available. They are illegal to bring back into the United States. You could also be breaking local law.Demonstrations Demonstrations occur frequently. They may take place in response to political or economic issues. They may also occur on politically significant holidays (German Labor Day on May 1), and during
international events.Demonstrations can be unpredictable. Avoid areas around protests and demonstrations.Demonstration organizers must get approval from the police first. Authorities usually watch over the participants.Check local media for updates and traffic advisories.Strikes may interfere with travel plans.We strongly encourage travelers to
check transportation schedule information before travel.International financial scams Follow the Department of State guidelines to protect yourself from scams and learn how the FBI can help. Financial scams are common in Germany. Scams often begin through online posts, emails, or letters. Scammers pretend to be U.S. citizens in need of help.Tips
to avoid scammers:Look for red flags. These include asking to meet in a faraway location, or a new social media profile.Beware if the relationship is moving too quickly or if they ask for money.Do a reverse image search on the profile picture.If they ask for help, refer them instead to the closest U.S. embassy or consulate.If you believe you have been
scammed, report the incident to local law enforcement right away and stop all communications with the scammer.Common scams include:People claiming to be U.S. military personnelRomance and online datingMoney transfersLucrative salesGold purchaseContracts with promises of large commissionsGrandparent and relative targeting (e.g.,
kidnapping, relative is arrested, or medical emergency).Free trip or luggageLotteriesInheritance noticesWork permits and job offersBank overpaymentsTechnology use abroad Mobile devices can be compromised, stolen, and damaged anywhere in the world. Before traveling abroad, it is best to keep all software (operating system and apps) updated.
If possible, use a virtual private network and encrypted voice over IP (VoIP) applications. Make sure that all VPN/VoIP are reputable, and U.S. based. Do not connect to unknown open Wi-Fi.GPS Navigation Apps are helpful in getting U.S. citizens around in a foreign country. Prior to using the GPS app make sure you research the route to make sure it
is safe. GPS navigation app may give you the shortest route without the safety consideration.Be careful when using dating apps or online dating websites while abroad. Scammers may target U.S. citizens. Tell your friends and family where you are, meet in a popular public place, and avoid consuming suspicious food or drinks. Avoid traveling alone to
bars or nightclubs.Victims of crime U.S. citizen victims of sexual assault are encouraged to contact the U.S. Embassy for assistance.Local authorities are responsible for investigating and prosecuting crimes.Dial 112 for ambulance services.Dial 110 for the police.Contact the U.S. Embassy in Berlin at +49-30-8305-0 to report crimes or emergencies
(after calling local authorities).Review our webpage on help for U.S. victims of crime overseas.We can:Help you find appropriate medical care.Assist you in reporting a crime to the police.Contact relatives or friends with your written consent.Provide general information about the victims role during the local investigation and following its
conclusion.Provide a list of local attorneys. We do not endorse or recommend any specific attorneys.Provide information on victims compensation programs in the U.S.Provide information onvictims compensation and support in Germany.Provide an emergency loan for repatriation to the United States and/or limited medical support in cases of
destitution.Help you find accommodation and arrange flights home.Replace a lost or stolen passport.We also maintain information on our website on how to reportchild abuse situations to the local authorities.Domestic violence U.S. citizen victims of domestic violence are encouraged to contact the embassy for assistance.Dial 110 for
emergencies.Dial030 8305 O(within Germany) ordial 01149 30 8305 Ofor calls originating from the United States for the Berlin Embassy.Dial069 7535 0(within Germany) ordial 01149 69 7535 Ofor calls originating from the United States for the Frankfurt Consulate General.Dial 089 2888 Ofrom within Germany ordial 011 49 89 2888 Ofor calls
originating from the United States for the Munich Consulate General. Tourism The tourism industry is generally regulated. Rules about general practices and safety inspections are regularly enforced. Dangerous areas and activities are marked with signs. Trained staff are usually there to help with organized activities. If someone gets hurt, they can
usually get medical help anywhere in the country. In smaller cities, it might take longer for medical help to arrive and assist. U.S. citizens are encouraged to purchase medical evacuation insurance. See our webpage for more information on insurance providers for overseas coverage.Natural disasters Germany sometimes experiences extreme weather
conditions including:FloodsLong periods of droughtUnusually harsh winters with vast amounts of snow, even in urban areas.Adventure sports Every year, many people are injured or killed in Germany's Alpine and coastal regions. Most ofthe emergencies relate to the following sports: skiing, hiking, snowboarding, mountain biking, sledding, rock and
mountain climbing, paragliding, and swimming.Alpine sports enthusiasts are strongly encouraged to register withGerman Alpen Verein.If injured, you can find good medical care across the country. However, outside major cities, it might take longer for first responders and doctors to provide life-saving care.U.S. citizens are encouraged to purchase
medical evacuation insurance. Learn more about insurance providers and coverage overseas. Weather and Natural DisastersThe top 3 weather events in Germany are:Severe storms: Intense thunderstorms are common. These are often accompanied by:Heavy rainHailStrong windsThese weather events can cause flooding, damage to property, and
disruptions to transportation.Winter weather (snow and ice): Heavy snow, freezing temps, and ice are common in winter. This can lead to dangerous driving conditions, transport delays, and potential power outages.Heatwaves: Prolonged periods of extreme heat in the summer. This can lead to droughts, wildfires, health risks, and strain on energy
resources.U.S Citizens living abroadlIf you live abroad for a long time, you or your family may experience various life events. ETIAS travel authorization is an entry requirement for visa-exempt nationals traveling to any of the 30 European countries. Please note that ETIAS has been postponed until mid-2025. For any and all information regarding
ETIAS, please only consult the official website: www.europa.eu/etias As someone who loves to travel, I know how important it is to have all the information you need before embarking on a new adventure. If youre a US citizen considering a trip to Germany, you might be wondering whether you need a visa to enter the country. In this comprehensive
guide, well explore everything you need to know about the visa requirements for US citizens traveling to Germany.From understanding the different types of visas available to visa-free travel options and what documents youll need to enter the country, well cover all the essential details you need to plan your trip with confidence. So lets dive in and
get started!Understanding Visa Requirements for US CitizensAs a US citizen planning to visit Germany, its important to understand the visa requirements. Depending on the purpose and duration of your visit, you may need a visa to enter Germany. In general, US citizens can stay in Germany visa-free for up to 90 days within a 180-day period for
tourism, business, or transit purposes. However, if you plan to stay longer or work in Germany, you will need a visa.There are different types of visas available depending on your purpose of visit, such as tourist visas, business visas, student visas, and more. Its important to choose the right visa category and provide all the required documents to avoid
any delays or rejections. The visa application process may take several weeks, so its recommended to apply well in advance of your planned trip. Types of Visas Available for US Citizens Visiting GermanyIf youre a US citizen planning to visit Germany, youll want to familiarize yourself with the various types of visas that are available to you. The most
common visa types for tourists are the Schengen visa and the National visa.The Schengen visa allows visitors to travel freely within the Schengen Area, which includes Germany and several other European countries. The National visa, on the other hand, is intended for longer stays and is required for activities such as studying, working, or
permanently relocating to Germany. Depending on the purpose of your visit, you may need to apply for one or both of these visas. Visa-Free Travel for US Citizens to GermanyGermany is part of the Schengen Area, which is a group of European countries that have abolished passport and other types of border control at their common borders. This
means that US citizens are allowed to enter Germany without a visa and stay for up to 90 days within a 180-day period for tourism or business purposes.Its important to note that while US citizens do not need a visa to enter Germany, they do need to have a valid passport that will not expire for at least three months after their intended departure from
the Schengen Area. Additionally, US citizens may need to provide proof of sufficient funds and a return ticket.If you are planning on staying in Germany for longer than 90 days, or if your visit is for purposes other than tourism or business, you will need to apply for a visa.Overall, US citizens enjoy visa-free travel to Germany and can take advantage of
all that this beautiful country has to offer without the added hassle of obtaining a visa. Just make sure that you have all the necessary documents and meet the entry requirements before you go. What Documents Do US Citizens Need to Enter Germany?If youre a US citizen planning to visit Germany, youll need to make sure you have the right
documents to enter the country. Here are some of the key documents youll need:A valid passport: Your passport must be valid for at least three months beyond your planned stay in Germany. If you plan to stay in Germany for longer than 90 days, youll need a visa as well.A return ticket: Youll need to show proof of a return ticket or onward travel to
another country.Proof of accommodations: Youll need to show proof of where youll be staying during your time in Germany, such as a hotel reservation or a letter of invitation from a friend or family member.Proof of financial means: Youll need to show that you have enough money to support yourself during your stay in Germany, such as bank
statements or travelers checks.Travel health insurance: Youll need to have travel health insurance that covers medical emergencies and repatriation in case of illness or injury.Make sure to bring all of these documents with you when you travel to Germany. If you have any questions about what documents youll need, its a good idea to check with the
German embassy or consulate in your area.How to Apply for a German Visa as a US CitizenIf you are a US citizen planning to visit Germany for a period longer than 90 days, or if you are going to work or study in Germany, you will need to apply for a visa. Here is a step-by-step guide on how to apply for a German visa as a US citizen:Check which visa
type you need to apply for based on the purpose of your trip (e.g. tourist, business, work, study).Download and fill out the visa application form, which is available on the website of the German embassy or consulate in your jurisdiction.Make an appointment for an interview at the German embassy or consulate in your jurisdiction. You can usually
schedule the appointment online or by phone.Gather all the required documents, which may include your passport, visa application form, photo, travel itinerary, proof of health insurance, bank statements, and other supporting documents based on the visa type you are applying for.Attend the interview at the German embassy or consulate on the
scheduled date and time. Be prepared to answer questions about your trip, provide additional documents if requested, and pay the visa application fee.Wait for the visa application to be processed. The processing time varies depending on the embassy or consulate and the type of visa you are applying for, so be sure to check the estimated processing
time in advance.If your visa application is approved, you will receive your passport with the visa attached. If it is rejected, you will receive a letter explaining the reasons for the rejection.Remember to start the visa application process well in advance of your planned travel dates, as the processing time can take several weeks. By following these steps,
you can ensure a smooth application process and increase your chances of getting your German visa approved.Processing Time for German Visa Applications for US CitizensObtaining a visa to visit Germany as a US citizen requires some planning ahead. The processing time for German visa applications can vary depending on a few factors, such as
the type of visa and the embassy or consulate where the application is submitted.Typically, visa applications for US citizens visiting Germany are processed within 15 days. However, its recommended to apply for a visa at least 4-6 weeks before your planned travel date to allow for any unexpected delays or processing times.If you require a visa to visit
Germany for urgent reasons, such as a medical emergency or a business trip, you may be able to apply for an expedited visa. These visas are usually processed within a few days, but they may require additional documentation or fees.Its important to note that the processing time for a German visa application is not guaranteed, and delays can occur.
To avoid any last-minute complications, make sure to plan ahead and apply for your visa well in advance of your travel date.Costs Associated with Obtaining a German Visa for US CitizensPlanning a trip to Germany as a US citizen can be exciting, but before you pack your bags, its important to understand the costs associated with obtaining a German
visa. Heres what you need to know:Short-term visas (up to 90 days) cost 80 (approximately $95 USD) for adults and 40 (approximately $47 USD) for children under 18 years old.Long-term visas (more than 90 days) cost 75 (approximately $89 USD) for adults and 37.50 (approximately $44 USD) for children under 18 years old.Visa fees are non-
refundable, even if your application is rejected.Its important to note that there may be additional costs associated with obtaining a German visa, such as:Travel insurance: Some German embassies and consulates require proof of travel health insurance as part of the visa application process. The cost of travel insurance varies depending on your age,
length of stay, and the type of coverage you choose.Biometric data: Depending on the location where you submit your application, you may be required to provide biometric data (fingerprints and/or a photograph), which could incur an additional fee.Translation and notarization: If any of your documents are not in German or English, you may need to
have them translated and notarized, which could add to your overall costs.Its important to budget accordingly and factor in these additional costs when planning your trip to Germany. Remember, the visa application process can take several weeks or even months, so its best to apply well in advance of your planned travel dates to avoid any
unexpected expenses or delays.What Happens If Your German Visa Application is Rejected?Getting your German visa application rejected can be disappointing and frustrating. However, it is important to understand that visa rejections are not uncommon, and there are several reasons why your application may have been rejected.Some of the
common reasons for visa rejection include incomplete or inaccurate documentation, failure to provide adequate financial proof, lack of a valid travel itinerary, or a criminal history. It is essential to carefully review the visa application requirements and guidelines before submitting your application to avoid any errors.If your German visa application is
rejected, you will receive a letter outlining the reason for the rejection. In some cases, the rejection may be due to a minor error, and you may be able to rectify the issue and reapply. However, if the rejection is due to a more significant issue, such as a criminal history, it may be challenging to obtain a visa in the future.It is essential to note that visa
rejection does not mean that you cannot travel to Germany or any other Schengen country. US citizens can still travel to Germany visa-free for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. However, if you require a visa for a longer stay or for specific purposes, you will need to reapply and address the reasons for your previous rejection.If your visa
application is rejected, you can also seek the help of an immigration attorney to help you navigate the process and increase your chances of a successful application. It is important to understand the visa application process and requirements to ensure a smooth and successful application. By carefully reviewing the guidelines and preparing accurate
and complete documentation, you can increase your chances of obtaining a German visa and enjoying all that the country has to offer. Tips for Smooth Entry into Germany as a US CitizenIf youre a US citizen planning a trip to Germany, there are a few things you can do to make your entry into the country as smooth as possible. Here are some tips to
help:Make sure your passport is valid for at least six months beyond your planned stay in Germany.Check whether you need a visa for your trip and apply well in advance if necessary.Have all necessary documents ready for inspection, such as proof of travel insurance, flight itinerary, and hotel reservations.Be aware of any entry restrictions or
quarantine requirements due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.Be prepared to answer questions from immigration officials about the purpose of your visit and your travel plans.Be respectful and courteous to immigration officials and follow their instructions.Keep your travel documents and valuables in a secure location while traveling, and be
aware of your surroundings.Learn a few basic phrases in German to help you communicate with locals and navigate the country.By following these tips, you can help ensure a smooth entry into Germany and a enjoyable trip.Final Thoughts on Whether US Citizens Need a Visa to Visit GermanyTraveling to Germany as a US citizen can be an exciting
adventure, but its important to make sure you have all the necessary documents and visas in place before you go. Understanding the different visa requirements and options available can help you plan your trip with confidence and avoid any unexpected issues at the border.If youre planning a short visit to Germany, its good to know that US citizens
can enjoy visa-free travel for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. However, if youre planning a longer stay or have specific travel plans, its important to research the different visa options available to you and ensure you meet all the necessary requirements.When applying for a German visa as a US citizen, its important to plan ahead and allow
plenty of time for the application process. The processing time can vary depending on the type of visa you need and the embassy or consulate youre applying through, so its best to start the process well in advance of your planned travel dates.Its also important to keep in mind the costs associated with obtaining a German visa, as they can vary
depending on the type of visa and your specific circumstances. Be sure to budget accordingly and factor in any additional expenses, such as travel insurance or accommodations, when planning your trip.If your German visa application is rejected, dont panic. You may have the option to appeal the decision or reapply with additional documentation or
information. Its important to understand the reason for the rejection and work with the embassy or consulate to address any issues and improve your chances of success on your next application.Finally, to ensure a smooth entry into Germany as a US citizen, be sure to have all your necessary documents, such as a valid passport and any required
visas, ready to present at the border. Its also a good idea to familiarize yourself with local laws and customs, and have a plan in place for any unexpected situations or emergencies that may arise during your stay.In conclusion, while US citizens can enjoy visa-free travel to Germany for short stays, its important to research and understand the visa
requirements and options available if youre planning a longer visit. By taking the time to plan ahead and prepare properly, you can ensure a safe and enjoyable trip to this beautiful country. Citizens of the United States will soon need to register with the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) to visit Germany.American
tourists and business travelers can still spend up to 90 days in Germany visa-free, but ETIAS will be required from 2026.0n this page, you can find out all the ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens traveling to Germany. Understand what you need to apply and get ready for the new European entry requirement.Changes to German Entry
RequirementsThe way U.S. citizens travel to Germany changes in 2026. There will be an additional requirement for all non-EU visa-exempt visitors, including Americans. Current requirements: Passport valid for your stay in the Schengen Area Requirements from 2026: Passport valid for your stay in the Schengen Area ETIAS travel authorization This
new requirement applies to all the Schengen countries, not just Germany. ETIAS is an electronic travel authorization for Germany, it is not a visa. The system works in a similar way to the United States ESTA program. Key information about ETIAS for traveling to Germany from the U.S. Start date2026 Validity3 years or until your U.S. passport
expires (whichever comes first) Length of staymultiple visits of up to 90 days per 180-day period CountriesGermany and other Schengen countries Request your ETIAS for Germany from the USAIts quick to apply for ETIAS for Germany online. Simply fill out the electronic ETIAS application form with your personal information, passport data, and
some travel details. Once youve done that and paid the ETIAS fee, youre ready to submit your application.The ETIAS is linked to your passport once approved and youll be notified by email.What information will be checked when applying for a Germany ETIASThe ETIAS system uses your application information to improve security in Germany and
across the Schengen countries.Identity verification: ETIAS Germany application uses personal information, such as name, date of birth, and nationality, to verify your identity.Security checks: The system cross-references the data with multiple international databases, such as the Schengen Information System (SIS), Europol, and Interpol, to identify
potential risks, criminal records, or past immigration violations. It can affect to your travel to Germany or any Schengen Area country.Travel history assessment: ETIAS evaluates your travel history, including previous visits to the Schengen Area or other countries, to determine if you pose a risk to the security or public health of Germany or any
Schengen Country you plan to visit.The personal information collected and used by the ETIAS System is subject to the European Union's data protection and privacy regulations, ensuring the proper handling and protection of your data.ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens to visit GermanyAmerican tourists and business travelers need to meet all the
ETIAS requirements for Germany.The purpose of your visit to Germany must be for: A maximum of 90 days per 180-day period in Germany or the Schengen Area Transit, business, or tourismThe ETIAS for Germany does not allow the U.S. visitors to work or live in Germany. Styding in Germany it is allowed if it is for up to 90 days.Documents required
to travel to Germany from the U.S.Germany is a member of the European Union and the Schengen Area. To travel to Germany short-term, U.S. citizens need: Machine readable passport ETIAS for Germany To stay in Germany for more than 90 days, U.S. citizens need: Passport Long-stay visa or Aufenthaltstite (residence permit) Different visas and
residence permits for Germany are available depending on how long you will stay and your planned activities. You cannot work in Germany with ETIAS, the travel authorization is for tourism and business trips. Citizens of the United States will soon need to register with the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) to visit
Germany.American tourists and business travelers can still spend up to 90 days in Germany visa-free, but ETIAS will be required from 2026.0n this page, you can find out all the ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens traveling to Germany. Understand what you need to apply and get ready for the new European entry requirement.Changes to German
Entry RequirementsThe way U.S. citizens travel to Germany changes in 2026. There will be an additional requirement for all non-EU visa-exempt visitors, including Americans. Current requirements: Passport valid for your stay in the Schengen Area Requirements from 2026: Passport valid for your stay in the Schengen Area ETIAS travel authorization
This new requirement applies to all the Schengen countries, not just Germany. ETIAS is an electronic travel authorization for Germany, it is not a visa. The system works in a similar way to the United States ESTA program. Key information about ETIAS for traveling to Germany from the U.S. Start date2026 Validity3 years or until your U.S. passport
expires (whichever comes first) Length of staymultiple visits of up to 90 days per 180-day period CountriesGermany and other Schengen countries Request your ETIAS for Germany from the USAIlts quick to apply for ETIAS for Germany online. Simply fill out the electronic ETIAS application form with your personal information, passport data, and
some travel details. Once youve done that and paid the ETIAS fee, youre ready to submit your application.The ETIAS is linked to your passport once approved and youll be notified by email. What information will be checked when applying for a Germany ETIASThe ETIAS system uses your application information to improve security in Germany and
across the Schengen countries.Identity verification: ETIAS Germany application uses personal information, such as name, date of birth, and nationality, to verify your identity.Security checks: The system cross-references the data with multiple international databases, such as the Schengen Information System (SIS), Europol, and Interpol, to identify
potential risks, criminal records, or past immigration violations. It can affect to your travel to Germany or any Schengen Area country.Travel history assessment: ETIAS evaluates your travel history, including previous visits to the Schengen Area or other countries, to determine if you pose a risk to the security or public health of Germany or any
Schengen Country you plan to visit.The personal information collected and used by the ETIAS System is subject to the European Union's data protection and privacy regulations, ensuring the proper handling and protection of your data.ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens to visit GermanyAmerican tourists and business travelers need to meet all the
ETIAS requirements for Germany.The purpose of your visit to Germany must be for: A maximum of 90 days per 180-day period in Germany or the Schengen Area Transit, business, or tourismThe ETIAS for Germany does not allow the U.S. visitors to work or live in Germany. Styding in Germany it is allowed if it is for up to 90 days.Documents required
to travel to Germany from the U.S.Germany is a member of the European Union and the Schengen Area. To travel to Germany short-term, U.S. citizens need: Machine readable passport ETIAS for Germany To stay in Germany for more than 90 days, U.S. citizens need: Passport Long-stay visa or Aufenthaltstite (residence permit) Different visas and
residence permits for Germany are available depending on how long you will stay and your planned activities. You cannot work in Germany with ETIAS, the travel authorization is for tourism and business trips. If you live in the United States and are not a US citizen, you may need to apply for a visa before traveling to Germany. Your visa requirements
will depend on your nationality, so its important to check the specific rules that apply to your country of citizenship.In 2023, 19,967 applications for a German Schengen visa were submitted in the United States. Do US Citizens Need a Visa for Germany?US do not need a visa to enter Germany for short trips of up to 90 days within any period of 180
days.If you are a non-US citizen (permanent or temporary resident) you will need a visa if you hold a passport of a country without visa liberalization with the EU.In some exceptional cases, a visa may be required for US citizens if they were previously refused entry into the Schengen Area.If you are a non-US citizen who lives in the the United States,
you need a visa if you are from a country without a visa liberalization agreement with the Schengen Area.Who Can Apply for a German Visa in the United States?You can apply for a German visa in the United States only if you are an American citizen or a legal resident who has been living in the US for at least three months.What Type of German Visa
Can I Apply for?Here are the types of German visas you can apply for in the United States:Note: For stays longer than 90 days you must apply for a national D visa.How Do I Get a Visa for Germany From United States?While in normal circumstances US citizens do not need to apply for a visa to enter Germany, if, for some reason, you want or need to
apply for a visa this is how the application process goes step by step:BLS International is the official processing company that the German Embassy in United States has authorized to handle visa applications. You should hand in your application in person at this centre in order for it to be accepted and processed.You must apply for a German visa at
BLS International in United States that corresponds to your area of residence.Heres where you can submit your application depending on where you live in United States:Where to Apply?Residents of:ApplicationL.os AngelesThe counties Imperial, Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and
Ventura of the state of California, as well as the states of Arizona, Colorado, Nevada and UtahWebsiteMiamiFlorida, Puerto Rico, American Virgin IslandsWebsiteNew YorkNew York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania as well as Fairfield County of the state of Connecticut and Bermuda (British overseas territory).WebsiteSan FranciscoAll remaining
counties of California, as well as the states of Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming and the American overseas territories American Samoa, Baker, Howland, Jarvis, Johnston, Midway and Palmyra-Island.WebsiteWashington DCDistrict of Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia.WebsiteChicagolllinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin.WebsiteBostonConnecticut (apart from Fairfield County), Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and VermontWebsiteHoustonArkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.WebsiteOnce you
determine where to submit your application, the first thing you need to do is schedule an appointment. You can schedule an appointment online through . Make sure you start the process as early as possible, since appointment slots can fill out quickly. Appointments can be scheduled up to three months in advance, but no later than two weeks before
your tripFirst, go to theBLS Visa Application Centers website. You will not need to create an account, you can start filling the appointment form immediately.When filling the appointment form you should select a BLS centre that is located closest to you. Continue giving in the informationyou are asked for.Nextselect the type of service, which you
should decide according to the purpose of your trip to Germany. You should select the Schengen option.After you select your service type you will be presented witha calendar that lets you select an appointment date. The dates that have available appointment slots are colored in green.Complete the new set of questions, which overall are questions on
your personal details and background. Make sure you have your passport close to you as you will have to write your passport number among others.Youll need to gather several required documents, such as your passport, biometric photos, travel health insurance, and a visa application form.Start collecting your documents as soon as you schedule
your appointment.For the application to be processed, you have to pay a visa fee, which is 80 (equivalent to USD 90.57) for adults. You may also have to pay a service fee to BLS International.The visa center will let you know whether you have to pay the fee before you apply or at the time of application.What Documents Are Required to Apply for a
German Visa in the United States?You must prepare two sets of the following documents for your German visa application:Application form.You must provide a filled-out and signed application form for your visa. You can usually download the form online via the embassy website, print it and fill it out. Please make sure to submit accurate and complete
information.Declaration of accuracy of information. Submit a signed declaration of accuracy of information with the rest of your documents.Your passport.You must provide your passport which must be valid for additional three months after you leave Germany, contains two blank pages and was issued in the last ten years.Identification photographs.
Two identity photographs in line with the Schengen visa photo guidelines the photo must not be older than 6 months.Proof of residency in United States. Submit proof of residency in United States such as your utility bill make sure to provide the original document plus one copy.Residence permit. You must submit proof of a valid residence permit
make sure to submit an additional copy of the document.German travel health insurance. Provide proof of purchased valid travel health insurance that covers you in the Schengen Area and has a minimum of EUR 30,000 equivalent to USD 33,963.55 of medical coverage including medical emergencies. We recommend PROVISIT VISUM an affordable
option thats accepted by German consulates in the US. It includes the mandatory insurance certificate needed for your Schengen visa application and can be cancelled free of charge if you provide proof of visa refusal.Proof of accommodation. Submit proof of accommodation during your stay in the country. You can submit proof of hotel reservation,
rental agreement, and Airbnb, or if youre staying with someone an invitation letter.Travel itinerary. Please provide a travel itinerary for your entry and visit to the country and include proof of reserved flight ticket.If you dont want to pay the full ticket price upfront, you can obtain a flight reservation from VisaReservation.Proof of sufficient financial
means.You must submit your recent bank statements from the last three months showing you have sufficient funds to cover your travel to Germany. Your bank statements must show the name and address of the owner.Letter of invitation. If you are visiting a family member or a friend please provide an invitation letter from your host stating their
relationship with you and your reason for visiting. If they are sponsoring you they must also include that in the letter.Documentation for minor applicants. If minors are applying the following documents must also be included:Signed application form by both parents.Proof of custody if one parent has custody of the child.Original passports of the
parents in addition to a copy.Childrens birth certificate.Notarised travel consent letter if both parents/legal guardians cannot visit the embassy/visa centre.Additional documents depending on the employment status include:If you are employed:Your work contract.Letter from your employer.If you are self-employed:Business license.Recent bank
statements.Income tax returns.If you are a student:Proof of your student status.If you are retired:If someone else is sponsoring you:Proof of relationship with your sponsor.A copy of their passport data page.Their recent bank statements.Proof of employment (if applicable).Please keep in mind that the embassy reserves the right to ask you for any
additional documents not included in the checklist. Germany Visa Fees in the United States?The fees for a German visa application from United States vary as follows:CategoryFeeApplication fee for adultsEUR 90 equivalent to USD 101.89Fee for minor applicants (between 6-12 years of ageEUR 45 equivalent to USD 50.95Fee for children under
6FreeBLS International Service feeUSD 44The German embassies in United States require you to pay the visa fee in cash. The fee must be paid in USD. Please note that the visa fee is non-refundable even if your visa application is rejected.Frequently Asked QuestionsGerman authorities in the United States do not require to set up an appointment to
legalize your documents an Apostille Stamp is sufficient. However, you should check with the local German embassy or consulate in United States to see if you require an Apostille Stamp, legalization or other types of verification and prepare your documents accordingly.You may also be required to translate and certify specific documents such as your
birth certificate, marriage certificate, and similar documents.Yes, US citizens can live and work in Germany, but they must have a valid residence permit or a work visa to stay in the country for more than 90 days. To obtain a work visa or a residence permit for employed persons youre required to have proof of employment in Germany, but you may
also apply for a job seeker visa and look for employment first and then switch to a residence permit for employed persons.You will need to have the following documents with you when you enter Germany:Your passport or travel document.Your visa (if applicable).You must provide proof you have a minimum of EUR 45/ or USD 50.95 per day to spend
during your stay in Germany. You can show proof of financial means via your bank statements or proof of sponsorship.The German authorities must know that you have this required amount, so you wont be a financial burden after entering the country. This is why its mandatory to provide evidence of your financial means when you apply for your
visa.The German embassies in the United States may ask you for an interview after you submit your visa application, in this case, you are required to attend the interview but they may not ask for one at all. Either way, its good to be prepared just in case and keep in mind the questions they may ask.Some of the most commonly asked questions during
the interview are related to your visit to the country, why you want to enter Germany, how long you plan to stay, and whether you are visiting a family member or not.Taking into consideration that it takes 2 to 4 weeks to process your application, or even longer, and the time it takes for the embassy to send your passport back, its in your best interest
to apply for the visa as earlier as possible youre recommended to submit your application a minimum of three months before your travel date.You can apply for your visa a maximum of six months before your trip but no later than 15 days before your travel date. Its important to schedule an appointment as soon as possible as you never know if
processing times for your visa may be delayed and cause you to miss your intended travel date.If you already have a valid Schengen visa issued by another country you can use that visa to enter Germany for short visits. Citizens of the United States will soon need to register with the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) to
visit Germany.American tourists and business travelers can still spend up to 90 days in Germany visa-free, but ETIAS will be required from 2026.0n this page, you can find out all the ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens traveling to Germany. Understand what you need to apply and get ready for the new European entry requirement.Changes to
German Entry RequirementsThe way U.S. citizens travel to Germany changes in 2026. There will be an additional requirement for all non-EU visa-exempt visitors, including Americans. Current requirements: Passport valid for your stay in the Schengen Area Requirements from 2026: Passport valid for your stay in the Schengen Area ETIAS travel
authorization This new requirement applies to all the Schengen countries, not just Germany. ETIAS is an electronic travel authorization for Germany, it is not a visa. The system works in a similar way to the United States ESTA program. Key information about ETIAS for traveling to Germany from the U.S. Start date2026 Validity3 years or until your
U.S. passport expires (whichever comes first) Length of staymultiple visits of up to 90 days per 180-day period CountriesGermany and other Schengen countries Request your ETIAS for Germany from the USAlts quick to apply for ETIAS for Germany online. Simply fill out the electronic ETIAS application form with your personal information, passport
data, and some travel details. Once youve done that and paid the ETIAS fee, youre ready to submit your application.The ETIAS is linked to your passport once approved and youll be notified by email. What information will be checked when applying for a Germany ETIASThe ETIAS system uses your application information to improve security in
Germany and across the Schengen countries.Identity verification: ETIAS Germany application uses personal information, such as name, date of birth, and nationality, to verify your identity.Security checks: The system cross-references the data with multiple international databases, such as the Schengen Information System (SIS), Europol, and
Interpol, to identify potential risks, criminal records, or past immigration violations. It can affect to your travel to Germany or any Schengen Area country.Travel history assessment: ETIAS evaluates your travel history, including previous visits to the Schengen Area or other countries, to determine if you pose a risk to the security or public health of
Germany or any Schengen Country you plan to visit.The personal information collected and used by the ETIAS System is subject to the European Union's data protection and privacy regulations, ensuring the proper handling and protection of your data.ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens to visit GermanyAmerican tourists and business travelers
need to meet all the ETIAS requirements for Germany.The purpose of your visit to Germany must be for: A maximum of 90 days per 180-day period in Germany or the Schengen Area Transit, business, or tourismThe ETIAS for Germany does not allow the U.S. visitors to work or live in Germany. Styding in Germany it is allowed if it is for up to 90
days.Documents required to travel to Germany from the U.S.Germany is a member of the European Union and the Schengen Area. To travel to Germany short-term, U.S. citizens need: Machine readable passport ETIAS for Germany To stay in Germany for more than 90 days, U.S. citizens need: Passport Long-stay visa or Aufenthaltstite (residence
permit) Different visas and residence permits for Germany are available depending on how long you will stay and your planned activities. You cannot work in Germany with ETIAS, the travel authorization is for tourism and business trips. Citizens of the United States will soon need to register with the European Travel Information and Authorisation
System (ETIAS) to visit Germany.American tourists and business travelers can still spend up to 90 days in Germany visa-free, but ETIAS will be required from 2026.0n this page, you can find out all the ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens traveling to Germany. Understand what you need to apply and get ready for the new European entry
requirement.Changes to German Entry RequirementsThe way U.S. citizens travel to Germany changes in 2026. There will be an additional requirement for all non-EU visa-exempt visitors, including Americans. Current requirements: Passport valid for your stay in the Schengen Area Requirements from 2026: Passport valid for your stay in the
Schengen Area ETIAS travel authorization This new requirement applies to all the Schengen countries, not just Germany. ETIAS is an electronic travel authorization for Germany, it is not a visa. The system works in a similar way to the United States ESTA program. Key information about ETIAS for traveling to Germany from the U.S. Start date2026
Validity3 years or until your U.S. passport expires (whichever comes first) Length of staymultiple visits of up to 90 days per 180-day period CountriesGermany and other Schengen countries Request your ETIAS for Germany from the USAIts quick to apply for ETIAS for Germany online. Simply fill out the electronic ETIAS application form with your
personal information, passport data, and some travel details. Once youve done that and paid the ETIAS fee, youre ready to submit your application.The ETIAS is linked to your passport once approved and youll be notified by email.What information will be checked when applying for a Germany ETIASThe ETIAS system uses your application
information to improve security in Germany and across the Schengen countries.Identity verification: ETIAS Germany application uses personal information, such as name, date of birth, and nationality, to verify your identity.Security checks: The system cross-references the data with multiple international databases, such as the Schengen Information
System (SIS), Europol, and Interpol, to identify potential risks, criminal records, or past immigration violations. It can affect to your travel to Germany or any Schengen Area country.Travel history assessment: ETIAS evaluates your travel history, including previous visits to the Schengen Area or other countries, to determine if you pose a risk to the
security or public health of Germany or any Schengen Country you plan to visit.The personal information collected and used by the ETIAS System is subject to the European Union's data protection and privacy regulations, ensuring the proper handling and protection of your data.ETIAS requirements for U.S. citizens to visit GermanyAmerican tourists
and business travelers need to meet all the ETIAS requirements for Germany.The purpose of your visit to Germany must be for: A maximum of 90 days per 180-day period in Germany or the Schengen Area Transit, business, or tourismThe ETIAS for Germany does not allow the U.S. visitors to work or live in Germany. Styding in Germany it is allowed
if it is for up to 90 days.Documents required to travel to Germany from the U.S.Germany is a member of the European Union and the Schengen Area. To travel to Germany short-term, U.S. citizens need: Machine readable passport ETIAS for Germany To stay in Germany for more than 90 days, U.S. citizens need: Passport Long-stay visa or
Aufenthaltstite (residence permit) Different visas and residence permits for Germany are available depending on how long you will stay and your planned activities. You cannot work in Germany with ETIAS, the travel authorization is for tourism and business trips. U.S. citizens can travel to Germany for tourism, business, or short visits without a visa
for stays of up to 90 days within any 180-day period.This visa-free access applies to all countries in the Schengen Area, which includes Germany. Yes, U.S. citizens are required to obtain a visa in order to visit Germany. Depending on the purpose of the visit, travelers will need to apply for either a tourist visa or business visa.If you are a U.S. citizen,
you can obtain a Schengen Visa or an Aufenthaltserlaubnis (residence permit) for Germany. A Schengen Visa will allow you to stay in Germany for up to 90 days within a 180-day period for business, tourism, or to visit family and friends. An Aufenthaltserlaubnis will give you the right to stay and work in Germany for more than 90 days.Yes, if you are a
U.S. citizen, you will need to attend an in-person visa interview at the German embassy or consulate in order to apply for a Schengen visa. You should contact your local embassy to determine what documents and information you will need to provide for the visa application process.U.S. citizens traveling to Germany as tourists are required to present
a valid passport and a visa. Tourist visas are valid for up to 90 days and can be obtained from German diplomatic missions in the United States. Youll also need to provide proof of financial means and show a return or onward ticket. You may also need to provide additional documentation, such as proof of medical insurance and a letter of invitation
from your host if applicable.1. Determine the type of visa you need: Depending on the purpose of your trip to Germany, you will need a different type of visa. If you are travelling for tourism, you will need a tourist visa. Other types of visas include student visas, business visas, and family reunion visas.2. Gather the required documents: To apply for a
German visa, you will need to submit certain documents such as your passport, proof of financial stability, and proof of travel insurance. Make sure that all documents are valid and up-to-date.3. Complete the visa application form: Fill out the German visa application form online or download it from the embassy website. Make sure all information is
correct and accurate as it may delay your application process.4. Schedule an interview: Once you have submitted your documents and application form, book an appointment with the German embassy in your home country for an interview.5. Attend your interview: During your interview, the consular officer will ask you questions about your trip and
check if you fulfilled all of the requirements for a visa application. He or she will also take your biometrics (fingerprints).6. Pay the visa processing fee: Once your application is approved, you will need to pay the applicable fee in order to receive your visa. The amount varies depending on the type of visa youre applying for.7. Receive your visa: The
processing time varies depending on the workload at the embassy but typically takes a few weeks. Once approved, you will receive your visa in the mail or pick it up at the embassy in person.Yes, there are special instructions to visit Germany as a U.S. citizen.1. Be Prepared: Most U.S. citizens will need a valid passport, visa, and other documents for
entry into Germany. Make sure you have all of the necessary paperwork before your trip.2. Obtain a Visa: Depending on the purpose and length of your visit to Germany, you may need to obtain a visa from the German Embassy or Consulate in your home country before traveling to Germany.3. Follow Entry Requirements: All U.S. citizens who intend
to stay in Germany for more than 90 days must register with their local German Foreigners Office within one week of entering the country.4. Respect Local Laws: Before traveling to Germany, familiarize yourself with German laws and customs, so that you can be respectful of the countrys culture and traditions while you visit.5. Carry Identification: It
is important to always carry identification with you in Germany, such as your passport, drivers license, or other form of official identification.U.S. citizens need a valid passport and visa to visit Germany. The visa fee for a U.S. citizen is currently $75.The processing time to get a visa to visit Germany as a U.S. citizen depends on the type of visa you are
applying for. Generally, the processing time for a short-term tourist visa is up to 15 days. For other types of visas, such as a student or work visa, processing times can range from 3 to 8 weeks.If your visa application for Germany is denied, there is no formal appeal process. However, you may be able to submit a new application with additional
supporting documents and a convincing explanation of the reasons for your intended stay. Additionally, if you are able to provide additional proof of your ties to the United States such as financial stability and employment, this could help make a successful application. If you are still denied a visa, you can also contact the German Embassy or
Consulate in the United States for further advice.Q: Do U.S. citizens need a visa to visit Germany? A: U.S. citizens do not need a visa for stays in Germany of up to 90 days for either tourism or business purposes. Visas are, however, required for stays of more than 90 days. Q: What types of visas are available for visiting Germany as a U.S. citizen? A:
U.S. citizens may apply for either a tourist visa, a Schengen visa, or a residence permit (or Aufenthaltserlaubnis) depending on the purpose and length of the stay in Germany. Q: How do I apply for a visa or residence permit? A: Applications must be submitted to the German embassy or consulate in the applicants home country, along with the
required documents and fees. The processing time can vary from several days up to several weeks, so applicants should apply well in advance of their planned departure date. Q: What documents are required for a visa application? A: Documents required for a visa application may include a valid passport, a passport-sized photograph, proof of
financial resources, travel insurance, evidence of accommodation arrangements, and a letter explaining the purpose of the visit. Additional documents may be requested depending on the type of visa being applied for. Q: Is there an expiration date on my visa? A: Yes. The expiration date will be written on the visa itself; visas typically expire within 6
months of being issued or on the expiration date given by the German embassy or consulate. Advisory Message: Germany has a current risk level of 3 (out of 5). We advise: Use some caution when travelling Germany. Score: 3.0 Source: Last Updated Aug. 13, 2024, 8:21 a.m.
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