
	

https://kudapegiwaw.godoxevez.com/366723280397636516226419340894435849503771?dekujowijikinenijurufoziniwuf=suzarazumabegiwaxadobitifaxawoxepisuzuzaxigiwepobafiwerozuzivujajiminetusakesusofamevawoxizajonezevejumuvigisulekujapetijigutotuvufudaduwesepepevaritizonojexedomeramowupufixivagogesulazoropabozasesoponeki&utm_term=about+fortune+tellers&jupetukalipuzusutuxufisikozigikamubumawiluwelojajupezininuderegirakomavujidiji=gupodeguvawuxarivivofixapifaxetaxarokupuvobolaboboxatezarewuvivokupiwudoxinifekalamenupemetudijivotelojebepazajesasejuziwagajede
























Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,
and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Practice	of	predicting	information	about	a	person's	life"Fortune	teller"	redirects	here.	For	the	form	of	origami,	see	Paper	fortune	teller.	For	other	uses,	see	Fortune	teller	(disambiguation).Gypsy	Fortune-Teller	(1841)	by	Taras
ShevchenkoPart	of	a	series	on	theParanormalMain	articlesAstral	projectionAstrologyAuraBilocationBreatharianismClairvoyanceClose	encounterCold	spotCrystal	gazingConjurationCryptozoologyDemonic	possessionDemonologyDoppelgngerEctoplasmElectronic	voice	phenomenonExorcismExtrasensory	perceptionForteanaFortune-tellingGhost
huntingHaunted	locationsIndiaUKUSMagicMediumshipMiracleOccultOrbOuijaParanormal	fictionParanormal	televisionPrecognitionPreternaturalPsychicPsychic	readingPsychometryReincarnationRemote	viewingRetrocognitionSpirit	photographySpirit	possessionSpirit	worldSpiritualismStone	TapeSupernaturalTelekinesisTelepathyTable-
turningUfologySkepticismCold	readingCommittee	for	Skeptical	InquiryDebunkingHoaxJames	Randi	Educational	FoundationMagical	thinkingPrizes	for	evidence	of	the	paranormalPseudoskepticismScientific	literacyScientific	skepticismParapsychologyAnomalous	experiencesApparitional	experiencesEmpathFalse	awakeningHypnosisIdeomotor
phenomenonOut-of-body	experiencesParapsychologySynchronicityRelatedAnomalisticsArgument	from	ignoranceArgumentum	ad	populumBandwagon	effectBegging	the	questionCognitive	dissonanceCommunal	reinforcementFallacyFalsifiabilityFringe	scienceGroupthinkHypnosisJunk	scienceProtosciencePseudoscienceScientific	evidenceScientific
methodSuperstitionUncertaintyUrban	legendvteFortune-telling	is	the	spiritual	practice	of	predicting	information	about	a	person's	life.[1]	The	scope	of	fortune	telling	is	in	principle	identical	with	the	practice	of	divination.	The	difference	is	that	divination	is	the	term	used	for	predictions	considered	part	of	a	religious	ritual,	invoking	deities	or	spirits,
while	the	term	fortune	telling	implies	a	less	serious	or	formal	setting,	even	one	of	popular	culture,	where	belief	in	occult	workings	behind	the	prediction	is	less	prominent	than	the	concept	of	suggestion,	spiritual	or	practical	advisory	or	affirmation.Historically,	Pliny	the	Elder	describes	use	of	the	crystal	ball	in	the	1st	century	CE	by	soothsayers
("crystallum	orbis",	later	written	in	Medieval	Latin	by	scribes	as	orbuculum).[2]	Contemporary	Western	images	of	fortune	telling	grow	out	of	folkloristic	reception	of	Renaissance	magic,	specifically	associated	with	Romani	people.[1]	During	the	19th	and	20th	century,	methods	of	divination	from	non-Western	cultures,	such	as	the	I	Ching,	were	also
adopted	as	methods	of	fortune	telling	in	Western	popular	culture.An	example	of	divination	or	fortune	telling	as	purely	an	item	of	pop	culture,	with	little	or	no	vestiges	of	belief	in	the	occult,	would	be	the	Magic	8	Ball	sold	as	a	toy	by	Mattel,	or	Paul	the	Octopus,	an	octopus	at	the	Sea	Life	Aquarium	at	Oberhausen	used	to	predict	the	outcome	of	matches
played	by	the	Germany	national	football	team.[3]	There	is	opposition	to	fortune	telling	in	Christianity,	Islam,	Bahsm	and	Judaism	based	on	scriptural	prohibitions	against	divination.	Terms	for	one	who	claims	to	see	into	the	future	include	fortune	teller,	crystal-gazer,	spaewife,	seer,	soothsayer,	sibyl,	clairvoyant,	and	prophet;	related	terms	which	might
include	this	among	other	abilities	are	oracle,	augur,	and	visionary.	Fortune	telling	is	dismissed	by	skeptics	as	being	based	on	pseudoscience,	magical	thinking	and	superstition.The	Fortune	Teller,	by	Enrique	Simonet	(1899;	canvas;	Museo	de	Mlaga),	depicting	a	palm	readingChart	of	the	handThe	screene	of	fortune	here	behold,	fortune-telling	game,
c.16501750Common	methods	used	for	fortune	telling	in	Europe	and	the	Americas	include	astromancy,	horary	astrology,	pendulum	reading,	spirit	board	reading,	tasseography	(reading	tea	leaves	in	a	cup),	cartomancy	(fortune	telling	with	cards),	tarot	card	reading,	crystallomancy	(reading	of	a	crystal	sphere),	and	chiromancy	(palmistry,	reading	of	the
palms).	The	last	three	have	traditional	associations	in	the	popular	mind	with	the	Roma	and	Sinti	people.Another	form	of	fortune	telling,	sometimes	called	"reading"	or	"spiritual	consultation",	does	not	rely	on	specific	devices	or	methods,	but	rather	the	practitioner	gives	the	client	advice	and	predictions	which	are	said	to	have	come	from	spirits	or	in
visions:Aeromancy:	by	interpreting	atmospheric	conditions.Alectromancy:	by	observation	of	a	rooster	pecking	at	grain.Aleuromancy:	by	flour.Astrology:	by	the	movements	of	celestial	bodies.Astromancy:	by	the	stars.Augury:	by	the	flight	of	birds.Auramancy	by	someone's	aura	or	feelingsBazi	or	four	pillars:	by	hour,	day,	month,	and	year	of
birth.Bibliomancy:	by	books;	frequently,	but	not	always,	religious	texts.Cartomancy:	by	playing	cards,	tarot	cards,	or	oracle	cards.Ceromancy:	by	patterns	in	melting	or	dripping	wax.Chiromancy:	by	the	shape	of	the	hands	and	lines	in	the	palms.Chronomancy:	by	determination	of	lucky	and	unlucky	days.Clairvoyance:	by	spiritual	vision	or	inner
sight.Cleromancy:	by	casting	of	lots,	or	casting	bones	or	stones.Cold	reading:	by	using	visual	and	aural	clues.Crystallomancy:	by	crystal	ball	also	called	scrying.Extispicy:	by	the	entrails	of	animals.Face	reading:	by	means	of	variations	in	face	and	head	shape.Feng	shui:	by	earthen	harmony.Gastromancy:	by	stomach-based	ventriloquism
(historically).Geomancy:	by	markings	in	the	ground,	sand,	earth,	or	soil.Hafez	fal:	by	poems	of	fe-e	ShrzHaruspicy:	by	the	livers	of	sacrificed	animals.Horary	astrology:	the	astrology	of	the	time	the	question	was	asked.Hydromancy:	by	water.I	Ching	divination:	by	yarrow	stalks	or	coins	and	the	I	Ching.Kau	cim	by	means	of	numbered	bamboo	sticks
shaken	from	a	tube.Lithomancy:	by	stones	or	gems.Molybdomancy:	by	molten	metal	after	dumped	in	cold	water.Naeviology:	by	moles,	scars,	or	other	bodily	marks.Necromancy:	by	the	dead,	or	by	spirits	or	souls	of	the	dead.Nephomancy:	by	shapes	of	clouds.Numerology:	by	numbers.Oneiromancy:	by	dreams.Onomancy:	by	names.Onychomancy:	by	a
form	of	palmistry	looking	at	the	fingernails.Palmistry:	by	lines	and	mounds	on	the	hand.Parrot	astrology:	by	parakeets	picking	up	fortune	cardsPaper	fortune	teller:	origami	used	in	fortune-telling	games.Pendulum	reading:	by	the	movements	of	a	suspended	object.Pyromancy:	by	gazing	into	fire.Rhabdomancy:	divination	by	rods.Runecasting	or	Runic
divination:	by	runes.Scrying:	by	looking	at	or	into	reflective	objects.Spirit	board:	by	planchette	or	talking	board.Taromancy:	by	a	form	of	cartomancy	using	tarot	cards.Tasseography	or	tasseomancy:	by	tea	leaves	or	coffee	grounds.Romani	fortune	telling.	Facsimile	of	a	woodcut	in	Cosmographia	universalis	of	Sebastian	MnsterWestern	fortune	tellers
typically	attempt	predictions	on	matters	such	as	future	romantic,	financial,	and	childbearing	prospects.	Many	fortune	tellers	will	also	give	"character	readings".	These	may	use	numerology,	graphology,	palmistry	(if	the	subject	is	present),	and	astrology.	[citation	needed]In	contemporary	Western	culture,	it	appears	that	women	consult	fortune	tellers
more	than	men.[4]	Some	women	have	maintained	long	relationships	with	their	personal	readers.	Telephone	consultations	with	psychics	grew	in	popularity	through	the	1990s,	and	by	the	2010s	additional	contact	methods	such	as	email	and	videoconferencing	also	became	available,	but	none	of	these	have	completely	replaced	traditional	in-person
methods	of	consultation.[5]Main	article:	Children's	Fortune-Telling	GamesChildren's	fortune-telling	games	are	informal	activities	that	mimic	traditional	divination	practices,	often	serving	as	a	form	of	play	rather	than	serious	attempts	to	predict	the	future.	These	games	are	prevalent	in	various	cultures	and	have	been	documented	in	folklore	studies.
They	are	often	played	with	simple	objects	like	folded	paper	or	pencils	like	Mash	and	Cootie	Catchers.Storefront	psychic	fortune	teller	in	BostonDiscussing	the	role	of	fortune	telling	in	society,	Ronald	H.	Isaacs,	an	American	rabbi	and	author,	opined,	"Since	time	immemorial	humans	have	longed	to	learn	that	which	the	future	holds	for	them.	Thus,	in
ancient	civilization,	and	even	today	with	fortune	telling	as	a	true	profession,	humankind	continues	to	be	curious	about	its	future,	both	out	of	sheer	curiosity	as	well	as	out	of	desire	to	better	prepare	for	it."[6]Although	5000	years	ago,	soothsayers	were	prized	advisers	to	the	Assyrians,	they	lost	respect	and	reverence	during	the	rise	of	Reason	in	the
17th	and	18th	centuries.[7]With	the	rise	of	commercialism,	"the	sale	of	occult	practices	[adapted	to	survive]	in	the	larger	society,"	according	to	sociologists	Danny	L.	and	Lin	Jorgensen.[8]	Ken	Feingold,	writer	of	"Interactive	Art	as	Divination	as	a	Vending	Machine,"	stated	that	with	the	invention	of	money,	fortune	telling	became	"a	private	service,	a
commodity	within	the	marketplace".[9]As	J.	Peder	Zane	wrote	in	The	New	York	Times	in	1994,	referring	to	the	Psychic	Friends	Network,	"Whether	it's	3	P.M.	or	3	A.M.,	there's	Dionne	Warwick	and	her	psychic	friends	selling	advice	on	love,	money	and	success.	In	a	nation	where	the	power	of	crystals	and	the	likelihood	that	angels	hover	nearby	prompt
more	contemplation	than	ridicule,	it	may	not	be	surprising	that	one	million	people	a	year	call	Ms.	Warwick's	friends."[7]In	1994,	the	psychic	counsellor	Rosanna	Rogers	of	Cleveland,	Ohio,	explained	to	J.	Peder	Zane	that	a	wide	variety	of	people	consulted	her:	"Couch	potatoes	aren't	the	only	people	seeking	the	counsel	of	psychics	and	astrologers.
Clairvoyants	have	a	booming	business	advising	Philadelphia	bankers,	Hollywood	lawyers	and	CEO's	of	Fortune	500	companies...	If	people	knew	how	many	people,	especially	the	very	rich	and	powerful	ones,	went	to	psychics,	their	jaws	would	drop	through	the	floor."[7]	Rogers	"claims	to	have	4,000	names	in	her	rolodex."[7]Janet	Lee,	also	known	as	the
Greenwich	psychic,	claims	that	her	clientele	often	included	Wall	Street	brokers	who	were	looking	for	any	advantage	they	could	get.	Her	usual	fee	was	around	$150	for	a	session	but	some	clients	would	pay	between	$2,000	and	$9,000	per	month	to	have	her	available	24	hours	a	day	to	consult.[10]In	1982,	Danny	Jorgensen,	a	professor	of	Religious
Studies	at	the	University	of	South	Florida	offered	a	spiritual	explanation	for	the	popularity	of	fortune	telling.	He	said	that	people	visit	psychics	or	fortune	tellers	to	gain	self-understanding,[11]	and	knowledge	which	will	lead	to	personal	power	or	success	in	some	aspect	of	life.[12]In	1995,	Ken	Feingold	offered	a	different	explanation	for	why	people
seek	out	fortune	tellers:[9]We	desire	to	know	other	people's	actions	and	to	resolve	our	own	conflicts	regarding	decisions	to	be	made	and	our	participation	in	social	groups	and	economies.	...	Divination	seems	to	have	emerged	from	our	knowing	the	inevitability	of	death.	The	idea	is	clearwe	know	that	our	time	is	limited	and	that	we	want	things	in	our
lives	to	happen	in	accord	with	our	wishes.	Realizing	that	our	wishes	have	little	power,	we	have	sought	technologies	for	gaining	knowledge	of	the	future...	gain	power	over	our	own	[lives].Ultimately,	the	reasons	a	person	consults	a	diviner	or	fortune	teller	depend	on	cultural	and	personal	expectations.Traditional	fortune	tellers	vary	in	methodology,
generally	using	techniques	long	established	in	their	cultures	and	thus	meeting	the	cultural	expectations	of	their	clientele.In	the	United	States	and	Canada,	among	clients	of	European	ancestry,	palmistry	is	popular[13]	and,	as	with	astrology	and	tarot	card	reading,	advice	is	generally	given	about	specific	problems	besetting	the	client.Non-religious
spiritual	guidance	may	also	be	offered.	An	American	clairvoyant	by	the	name	of	Catherine	Adams	has	written,	"My	philosophy	is	to	teach	and	practice	spiritual	freedom,	which	means	you	have	your	own	spiritual	guidance,	which	I	can	help	you	get	in	touch	with."[14]In	the	African	American	community,	where	many	people	practice	a	form	of	folk	magic
called	hoodoo	or	rootworking,	a	fortune-telling	session	or	"reading"	for	a	client	may	be	followed	by	practical	guidance	in	spell-casting	and	Christian	prayer,	through	a	process	called	"magical	coaching".[15]In	addition	to	sharing	and	explaining	their	visions,	fortune	tellers	can	also	act	like	counselors	by	discussing	and	offering	advice	about	their	clients'
problems.[13]	They	want	their	clients	to	exercise	their	own	willpower.[16]A	fortune-telling	storefront	on	the	boardwalk	in	Point	Pleasant	Beach,	New	JerseySome	fortune	tellers	support	themselves	entirely	on	their	divination	business;	others	hold	down	one	or	more	jobs,	and	their	second	jobs	may	or	may	not	relate	to	the	occupation	of	divining.	In
1982,	Danny	L.,	and	Lin	Jorgensen	found	that	"while	there	is	considerable	variation	among	[these	secondary]	occupations,	[part-time	fortune	tellers]	are	over-represented	in	human	service	fields:	counseling,	social	work,	teaching,	health	care."[17]	The	same	authors,	making	a	limited	survey	of	North	American	diviners,	found	that	the	majority	of
fortune	tellers	are	married	with	children,	and	a	few	claim	graduate	degrees.[18]	"They	attend	movies,	watch	television,	work	at	regular	jobs,	shop	at	K-Mart,	sometimes	eat	at	McDonald's,	and	go	to	the	hospital	when	they	are	seriously	ill."[19]See	also:	Legality	of	fortune-tellingIn	1982,	the	sociologists	Danny	L.,	and	Lin	Jorgensen	found	that,	"when	it
is	reasonable,	[fortune	tellers]	comply	with	local	laws	and	purchase	a	business	license."[17]	However,	in	the	United	States,	a	variety	of	local	and	state	laws	restrict	fortune	telling,	require	the	licensing	or	bonding	of	fortune	tellers,	or	make	necessary	the	use	of	terminology	that	avoids	the	term	"fortune	teller"	in	favor	of	terms	such	as	"spiritual	advisor"
or	"psychic	consultant."	There	are	also	laws	that	outright	forbid	the	practice	in	certain	districts.For	instance,	fortune	telling	is	a	class	B	misdemeanor	in	the	state	of	New	York.	Under	New	York	State	law,	S	165.35:A	person	is	guilty	of	fortune	telling	when,	for	a	fee	or	compensation	which	he	directly	or	indirectly	solicits	or	receives,	he	claims	or
pretends	to	tell	fortunes,	or	holds	himself	out	as	being	able,	by	claimed	or	pretended	use	of	occult	powers,	to	answer	questions	or	give	advice	on	personal	matters	or	to	exercise,	influence	or	affect	evil	spirits	or	curses;	except	that	this	section	does	not	apply	to	a	person	who	engages	in	the	aforedescribed	conduct	as	part	of	a	show	or	exhibition	solely
for	the	purpose	of	entertainment	or	amusement.[20]Lawmakers	who	wrote	this	statute	acknowledged	that	fortune	tellers	do	not	restrict	themselves	to	"a	show	or	exhibition	solely	for	the	purpose	of	entertainment	or	amusement"	and	that	people	will	continue	to	seek	out	fortune	tellers	even	though	fortune	tellers	operate	in	violation	of	the	law.	In	the
states	of	Minnesota,	North	Carolina,	Oklahoma,	Pennsylvania,	and	Wisconsin,	all	forms	of	fortune-telling	are	illegal.[21]In	Australia,	fortune-telling	is	illegal	in	South	Australia	and	the	Northern	Territory.[22]Saudi	Arabia	also	bans	the	practice	outright,	considering	fortune	telling	to	be	sorcery	and	thus	contrary	to	Islamic	teaching	and	jurisprudence.	It
has	been	punishable	by	death.[23]In	the	United	Kingdom,	there	was	The	Fraudulent	Mediums	Act	1951	which	prohibited	a	person	from	claiming	to	be	a	fortune	teller	in	order	to	make	money	for	another	reason	than	the	purpose	of	entertainment.	This	act	was	repealed	in	2008,	and	replaced	by	The	Consumer	Protection	Act.[citation	needed]Josephine
and	the	Fortune-Teller	by	David	Wilkie,	1837Fortune	telling	is	easily	dismissed	by	critics	as	magical	thinking	and	superstition.[24][25][26]Skeptic	Bergen	Evans	suggested	that	fortune	telling	is	the	result	of	a	"nave	selection	of	something	that	have	happened	from	a	mass	of	things	that	haven't,	the	clever	interpretation	of	ambiguities,	or	a	brazen
announcement	of	the	inevitable."[27]	Other	skeptics	claim	that	fortune	telling	is	nothing	more	than	cold	reading.[28]A	large	amount	of	fraud	has	been	proven	in	the	practice	of	fortune	telling.[29]Fortune	telling	and	how	it	works	raises	many	critical	questions.	For	example,	fortune-telling	occurs	through	various	methods	such	as	psychic	readings	and
tarot	cards.	Similarly,	these	methods	are	largely	based	on	random	phenomena.	For	example,	astrologers	believe	that	the	movement	of	stars	in	the	sky	can	have	implications	on	one's	life.[30]	In	the	case	of	tarot	cards,	people	believe	that	images	displayed	on	the	cards	have	significant	meanings	on	their	lives.	However,	there	is	a	lack	of	evidence	to
support	why	such	things,	such	as	the	stars,	would	have	any	implications	on	our	lives.Additionally,	fortune-telling	readings	and	predictions	made	by	horoscopes,	for	example,	are	often	general	enough	to	apply	to	anyone.	In	cold	reading,	for	example,	readers	often	begin	by	stating	general	descriptions	and	continuing	to	make	specifics	based	on	the
reactions	they	receive	from	the	person	whose	life	they	are	predicting.[31]	The	tendency	for	people	to	deem	general	descriptions	as	being	representative	to	themselves	has	been	termed	the	Barnum	effect	and	has	been	studied	by	psychologists	for	many	years.[31]Nonetheless,	even	with	a	lack	of	evidence	supporting	the	various	methods	of	fortune-
telling	and	the	many	frauds	that	have	occurred	by	psychic	readers,	amongst	others,	fortune-telling	continues	to	become	popular	around	the	world.	There	are	many	reasons	for	the	appealing	nature	of	fortune-telling	such	as	that	people	often	experience	stress	when	there	is	uncertainty	and	thus	seek	to	gain	deeper	insight	into	their	lives.Chinese	fortune
tellingChinese	spiritual	world	conceptsDivinationDivination	in	African	traditional	religionFlim-Flam!	Psychics,	ESP,	Unicorns	and	other	DelusionsFortune	teller	machineKumariKa-Bala	board	gameHoudini's	debunking	spiritualistsI	Ching	divinationBob	Nygaard	(psychic	investigator)Peter	Popoff	investigated	by	James	RandiProphecyPsychic	Blues:
Confessions	of	a	Conflicted	MediumRose	Mackenberg	(American	investigator	of	psychic	mediums)Tengenjutsu	(fortune	telling)^	a	b	Melton,	J.	Gordon.	(2008).	The	Encyclopedia	of	Religious	Phenomena.	Visible	Ink	Press.	pp.	115116.	ISBN1-57859-209-7^	Pliny	the	Elder	(1831).	Caii	Plinii	Secundi	Histori	naturalis	libri	xxxvii,	cum	selectis	comm.	J.
Harduini	ac	recentiorum	interpretum	novisque	adnotationibus.	p.579.	Retrieved	7	November	2015.	(in	Latin)^	Associated	Press6	July	2010^	Blcourt,	Willem	de;	Usborne,	Cornelle.	(1999).	Women's	Medicine,	Women's	Culture:	Abortion	and	Fortune	telling	in	Early	Twentieth-Century	Germany	and	the	Netherlands.	Medical	History	43:	376392.^
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Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that
suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not
have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you
use	the	material.	Abocomancy	is	a	method	of	divination	that	uses	dust,	sand,	or	salt.	Historically,	diviners	have	practiced	Abocomancy	in	many	places.	In	modern	times,	and	in	some	parts	of	Africa,	Abacomancy	is	performed	by	readers	rather	frequently.In	Mali,	Dogon	Abacomancers	read	the	future	in	the	earth.	They	may	take	a	fox	walking	over
certain	parts	of	the	floor	to	be	significant.	A	grid	would	be	divided	over	the	affected	area,	and	the	movement	of	the	animal	interpreted.Abacomancy	and	Geomancy	(divination	using	earth	as	a	tool)	are	similar,	if	not	the	same.	It	is	still	possible	to	practice	these	forms	of	divination	as	there	has	been	a	resurgence	of	interest	in	recent
years.AeromancyAeromancy	is	fortune-telling	using	the	weather.	Aeromancy	can	be	practiced	using	thunder,	lightning,	rain,	wind,	whichever	you	choose.	It	is	highly	personal	and	requires	no	special	equipment.	ApantomancyApantomancy	is	divination	using	things	you	come	across	by	chance,	usually	animals.	In	general,	you	would	interpret	the	things
you	see	as	being	a	sign	from	the	spirits,	the	universe,	God,	or	Goddesses.Many	beliefs	about	what	certain	symbols	mean	have	made	their	way	into	mainstream	consciousness.	For	example,	if	you	believe	that	black	cats	crossing	your	path	is	bad	luck,	you	have	practiced	Apantomancy.	However,	the	meaning	of	signs	and	symbols	are	usually
personal.Apantomancy	requires	no	special	equipment	and	can	increase	your	psychic	development.	You	can	learn	more	about	Apantomancy	divination	on	this	website.Arithmancy	&	NumerologyMost	types	of	divination	that	use	numbers	are	usually	known	as	Numerology.	Technically,	Numerology	is	when	you	assign	spiritual	significance	to	numbers,
and	Arithmancy	is	when	you	analyze	those	numbers.	However,	when	people	talk	about	number	divination,	they	usually	refer	to	it	as	Numerology.	The	Assyrians,	Babylonians,	and	Greek	systems	are	known	as	Gematria	or	Isopsephy.Arithmancy	and	Numerology	are	relatively	easy	to	practice	and	learn	because	they	are	still	prevalent	in	modern	times,
across	the	world.	If	you	want	to	practice	number	divination,	you	can	find	out	more	about	it	on	this	website	under	Arithmancy	and	Numerology.AstrologyAstrology	is	divination	using	the	movement	of	the	planets	and	stars.	Of	all	the	methods	and	forms	of	fortune-telling,	Astrology	is	the	most	famous	and	probably	the	most	widely	practiced.	Astrology
dates	to	at	least	2000BC	(most	likely	earlier).	The	Mayans,	Indians,	and	Chinese	all	have	had	their	systems	of	Astrology.	The	modern	system	of	Western	Astrology	has	its	roots	in	Mesopotamia.If	you	want	to	master	Astrology,	the	first	thing	to	learn	is	the	meanings	of	the	planets.	Once	you	have	done	this,	you	learn	about	the	signs	of	the	zodiac	and	then
the	houses.	Finally,	you	can	eat	up	more	advanced	stuff	like	aspects,	squares,	etc.It	is	relatively	easy	to	become	an	Astrologer.	There	are	plenty	of	books,	courses,	online	resources,	and	you	can	even	track	the	movement	of	planets	on	the	internet.	You	can	access	your	birth	chart	in	seconds	using	an	online	calculator,	and	begin	to	predict	your	future.
You	can	find	out	more	about	Astrology	planetary	correspondences	on	this	website.AuguryAugury	is	the	practice	of	divining	the	future	based	on	the	movement	of	birds.	Birds	have	been	given	special	status	by	humans	throughout	history,	possibly	because	many	cultures	have	believed	that	birds	are	messengers	of	the	Gods.	Therefore,	because	they	fly
between	our	world	and	heaven,	they	should	know	things	which	man	does	not!There	are	several	methods	of	Augury.	One	form	of	Augury	involves	birds	in	flight.	Diviners	would	watch	the	way	birds	were	flying	and	interpret	their	movements,	interactions,	speed,	etc.Another	type	of	Augury	consists	of	interpreting	the	actions	of	birds	on	the	ground.	A
diviner	would	ask	a	question,	throw	some	corn,	and	interpret	the	way	the	bird	eats.	As	time	progressed,	diviners	would	lay	feed	in	an	alphabet	and	record	the	letters	which	the	birds	pecked	(kind	of	like	an	ancient	form	of	Ouija!).In	modern	times,	Augury	is	not	widely	practiced	by	diviners,	so	it	will	be	difficult	to	master	if	youre	feeling	called	to	it.	If
you	wish	to	be	an	Augurer	today,	you	will	either	need	to	go	over	ancient	texts	or	invent	your	own	personal	system.Automatic	WritingAutomatic	Writing	is	a	straightforward	type	of	divination.	All	you	have	to	do	is	grab	a	pen	and	paper,	clear	your	mind,	then	let	the	words	flow	out	of	you.	Some	practitioners	claim	that	during	Automatic	Writing,	they
channel	messages	from	spirits,	their	true	selves,	and	even	otherworldly	beings.	There	is	much	information	available	on	automatic	writing,	and	it	doesnt	take	any	special	tools	to	get	started	(other	than	paper	and	pen).Belomancy	(Arrow	Divination)Belomancy	is	the	correct	name	for	fortune-telling	using	arrows.	Throughout	history,	Tibetans,	Greeks,
Arabians,	and	Chaldeans	all	used	arrows	as	a	tool	for	fortune-telling.There	are	a	couple	of	ways	ancient	man	predicted	the	future	using	arrows.	One	method	was	to	put	special	arrows	in	a	quiver	(arrow	bag),	ask	a	question,	and	then	randomly	select	one,	just	like	you	would	withdrawing	lots.	Another	method	involved	shooting	arrows	into	the	sky	and
interpreting	how	they	crossed	paths	and	landed.Belomancy	is	one	form	of	fortune-telling	mentioned	in	the	Bible.	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	(21:21)	mentions	Belomancy	with	Haruspicy	and	possibly	Teraphim.Unless	you	can	obtain	a	bow	and	arrow,	Belomancy	is	challenging	to	practice	nowadays.	However,	it	is	not	impossible.	Belomancy	was	frequently
discussed	by	the	Greeks	in	their	texts,	so	if	youre	willing	to	do	some	research,	you	could	become	a	Belomancer!BibliomancyBibliomancy	is	divination	using	books.	To	practice	Bibliomancy,	all	that	you	must	do	is	ask	for	guidance,	open	a	book,	and	read	whichever	page	or	paragraph	you	feel	drawn	to;	this	is	your	message.Typically,	you	would	use	a
religious	or	spiritual	book	such	as	The	Bible	or,	even,	The	Egyptian	Book	of	the	Dead.	However,	dont	overcomplicate	Bibliomancy:	any	book	will	do	just	fine.Bone	Reading	(Osteomancy)Osteomancy	aka	Bone	Reading	Divination	has	seen	a	massive	surge	of	interest	in	recent	years	thanks	to	the	internet	and	an	increased	interest	in	ATRs	(African
Traditional	Religions).Perhaps	one	of	the	most	ancient	forms	of	divination	to	include	the	use	of	tools,	bone	casting	has	been	around	for	thousands	of	years.	It	has	been	practiced	in	Asia,	Africa,	the	Americas,	and	everywhere	in-between.	The	symbolism	of	each	piece	of	bone	used	is	dependent	on	the	culture	of	the	diviner	and	the	traditions	which	they
follow.As	bone	reading	is	becoming	popular,	more	and	more	teaching	blogs	and	articles	are	springing	up	online,	making	the	art	easier	to	learn	than	it	has	been	in	recent	years.BrontomancyBrontomancy	means	divination	using	thunder.	Brontomancy	is	pretty	much	a	cross	between	divination	using	signs	(Apantomancy),	divination	using	the	weather
(Aeromancy),	and	divination	using	sound	(Cledonism).	According	to	diviners,	to	hear	the	sound	of	thunder	is	a	message	of	approval	from	the	gods.CapnomancyCapnomancy	is	a	form	of	fortune-telling	which	assigns	meaning	to	the	shapes	formed	in	smoke	from	candles,	fire,	burning	herbs	or	incense.	Capnomancy	is	performed	in	the	same	way	you
would	interpret	the	shapes	of	clouds.	Therefore,	if	you	have	a	particular	talent	for	making	out	shapes	in	clouds,	then	Capnomancy	should	be	a	breeze.CastingSimilar	to	Osteomancy	(Bone	Reading),	Casting	involves	throwing	charms	and	interpreting	how	they	land	in	relation	to	each	other	and/or	reading	how	they	fall	on	a	divination	board.	Technically,
Osteomancy	can	be	called	Casting,	but	Casting	cannot	be	called	Osteomancy	unless	bone	is	used.Casting	charms	can	be	made	up	of	Casting	charms	that	have	been	created	specifically	for	this	purpose	(such	as	The	Magpie	Oracle),	or	you	can	create	your	own	set	using	keys,	thimbles,	nuts,	seeds,	bone,	or	anything	else	you	find.	You	can	go	all	out	and
buy	9ct	gold	charms,	or	you	can	wait	until	charms	make	their	way	to	you	in	the	form	of	lucky	finds	when	youre	out	walking,	it	is	really	up	to	you.CeromancyCeromancy	is	divination	using	the	shapes	formed	from	the	melted	wax	of	a	candle	and	is	essentially	a	type	of	candle	divination.	The	easiest	way	to	practice	Ceromancy	is	to	solidify	the	wax	with
water.Ceromancy	is	rather	simple	to	get	the	hang	of.	Basically,	you	just	need	to	ask	your	question	then	light	a	colored	candle.	Wait	a	few	hours	for	the	wax	to	gather.	Next,	fill	a	bowl	of	cold	water	then	slowly	pour	the	candle	wax	into	the	water.	Give	the	wax	a	couple	of	minutes	to	fully	harden,	then	take	it	out	and	interpret	its	shape	in	relation	to	your
question.ChirognomyChirognomy	is	a	form	of	hand	divination.	Chirognomy	is	the	practice	of	reading	someones	personality	based	on	their	hand	shape,	fingers,	etc.As	there	are	many	readers	who	prefer	to	practice	a	more	holistic	approach	to	reading,	Chirognomy	is	currently	the	most	common	form	of	Palmistry.	If	you	buy	a	modern	palm	reading	book,
you	will	find	that	it	will	heavily	focus	on	reading	the	shape	of	the	hands	and	finger,	not	the	lines.	Therefore,	Chirognomy	is	very	easy	to	master.	(For	more	info,	scroll	down	the	page	to	Palmistry)ChiromancyChiromancy	is	a	form	of	palm	divination.	Chiromancy	is	the	art	of	reading	the	lines	in	order	to	divine	the	future.	Fortune	tellers	read	the	palm
lines	in	order	to	give	predictions	about	the	future.Previously	in	Palmistry,	it	was	line	reading	and	forecasting,	which	was	popular	(the	type	I	love	ha),	but	in	modern	times,	readers	have	taken	a	more	holistic	approach.	Many	modern	Palmistry	books	look	at	reading	the	hand	shape	(Chirognomy),	not	the	lines.	However,	you	can	still	get	books	that	look	at
line	reading	briefly.	(For	more	info,	scroll	down	the	page	to	Palmistry)CledonismCledonism	is	when	you	take	things	that	you	hear	to	be	significant.	For	example,	while	writing	this	post,	I	heard	the	words	Fortune-Telling	on	TV	and	took	this	as	a	divine	sign	that	I	am	on	the	right	path	with	this	post!Cledonomancy	should	not	be	confused	with	so-called
clear	hearing	or	clairaudience.	If	youre	clairaudient,	you	have	the	ability	to	hear	spirit	using	your	psychic	senses.	By	contrast,	a	cledonomancer	will	hear	things	in	real	life,	such	as	words	spoken	by	people,	something	on	TV,	or	a	significant	song	will	come	on	the	radio	during	a	crisis.Cledonism	is	in	a	class	with	Apantomancy	in	that	it	can	be	a	form	of
seeing/hearing	signs	from	Gods	and	the	spirits.	Cledonism	was	popular	among	the	ancient	Greeks.	In	Homers	Odyssey,	Odysseus	hears	thunder	after	asking	for	a	sign	and	takes	this	as	a	mark	of	approval	from	Zeus.ConchomancyConchomancy	is	fortune-telling	using	seashells.	Placing	a	seashell	on	your	ear	and	analyzing	the	sound	counts	as
Conchomancy.	You	can	also	use	seashells	in	Casting	divination.If	you	want	to	use	shells	to	cast	with,	obviously,	you	will	need	shells.	You	will	then	assign	special	meaning	to	each	shell	based	on	its	type,	color,	etc.	then	cast	and	interpret	them	as	you	would	Casting	charms.	Because	shells	are	easy	to	obtain,	Conchomancy	is	accessible	if	you	want	to	give
it	a	try.Crystal	Ball	ReadingCrystal	ball	reading,	or	scrying,	is	a	method	of	fortune-telling	that	uses	crystal	balls.	Crystal	balls	come	in	all	shapes	and	sizes	and	can	be	made	from	crystals,	such	as	quartz	or	glass.To	read	a	crystal	ball,	you	will	have	to	clear	your	mind	and	stare	into	one.	You	may	see	shapes	within	the	ball,	or	you	might	get	ideas	forming
in	your	third	eye.	Reading	this	way	takes	some	time	to	get	used	to	but	is	rewarding.Crystal	ball	reading	is	one	of	the	most	famous	types	of	divination,	so	it	is	possible	to	learn.	Although	there	is	information	out	there	on	reading	with	crystal	balls,	much	of	it	isnt	very	modern.	Real	quartz	crystal	balls	can	be	expensive,	and	mastering	one	requires	a	very
particular	psychic	skill	set	and	dedication.DactylomancyDactylomancy	is	a	Greek	term	which	translates	as	finger	divination.	Traditionally,	Dactylomancy	is	practiced	using	a	ring.	However,	technically,	any	form	of	divination	which	uses	the	finger	could	count	as	Dactylomancy,	but	most	people	know	Dactylomancy	as	the	type	of	divination	which	uses
rings.To	practice	Dactylomancy,	first,	you	need	to	tie	a	ring	to	a	piece	of	string.	You	then	will	think	of	your	question	then	lift	the	string	so	that	the	ring	is	suspended	in	the	air.	Finally,	you	will	interpret	the	sway	of	the	ring	as	being	a	yes,	no,	or	maybe.Dice	DivinationDice	divination	is	a	method	of	divination	that	uses	dice.	You	can	use	regular	dice	or
special	fortune-telling	dice	created	for	the	purpose.If	youre	using	standard	dice,	it	is	customary	to	use	two	or	three	dice,	not	just	one.	Once	you	have	your	dice,	all	you	have	to	do	is	ask	your	question,	roll	them,	and	then	take	note	of	the	answer.	If	all	dice	contain	an	odd	number,	the	answer	is	no.	If	all	dice	have	revealed	an	even	number,	the	answer	is
yes.	If	there	is	a	mix	between	odd	and	even	numbers,	the	answer	is	uncertain	or	unclear	at	this	time.Dobutsu	UranaiDobutsu	Uranai	is	a	modern	type	of	fortune-telling	horoscope	that	originated	(and	is	popular	in)	Japan.	There	are	12	signs	in	Dobutsu	Uranai	and	like	in	other	types	of	Astrology	you	are	assigned	your	sign	based	on	your	date	of	birth.
Also,	like	other	systems	in	Astrology,	your	sign	is	said	to	tell	you	a	lot	about	your	personality.The	12	signs	in	Dobutsu	Uranai	are	based	on	animals:	lion,	sheep,	koala,	panther,	wolf,	cheetah,	monkey,	tiger,	pegasus,	elephant,	raccoon,	and	fawn.	As	well	as	the	standard	12	animals,	some	diviners	also	assign	colors	to	their	clients	as	this	can	give	a	more
detailed	horoscope.Domino	DivinationDomino	Divination	is	similar	to	Dice	Divination,	but	the	system	involves	using	regular	dominos.	Two	domino	tiles	are	pulled,	and	the	numbers	of	each	are	interpreted.	For	example,	two	blank	tiles	together	predict	great	misfortune,	but	two	sixes	together	predict	happiness,	success,	and	a	good	family
life.DowsingThere	are	two	popular	types	of	dowsing.	One	type	uses	rods	and	is	usually	performed	for	the	purpose	of	locating	areas	where	there	may	be	water	or	oil.	Sometimes	divination	rods	are	employed	to	find	missing	objects.The	other	type	of	dowsing	divination	uses	a	crystal,	glass,	or	metal	pendulum	as	a	tool.	The	diviner	asks	the	pendulum	a
question,	holds	the	pendulum	in	their	fingers,	and	waits	for	it	to	sway.	The	sway	of	the	pendulum	is	interpreted	by	the	diviner	to	represent	a	yes,	no,	or	maybe,	in	precisely	the	same	way	a	ring	would	be	deciphered	in	Dactylomancy.Etteilla	TarotI	am	placing	Etteilla	Tarot	as	a	system	separate	from	the	regular	Tarot.	My	reason	for	doing	this	is	because
Etteilla	is	not	very	popular	in	modern	times.	The	Etteilla	system	is	also	hard	to	master	with	regular	Tarot	cards,	and	there	are	cards	in	this	system	that	are	not	in	regular	Tarot.In	some	respects,	the	Etteilla	Tarot	is	like	regular	Tarot.	Etteilla	has	four	suits;	Wands,	Cups,	Swords,	and	Coins,	each	with	ten	pips,	a	Page,	Knight,	Queen,	and	King.	Etteilla
also	comes	with	twenty-two	Majors	with	some	familiar	faces	(Justice,	Temperance).	However,	thats	where	the	similarities	end.Many	of	the	interpretations	of	Etteilla	Tarot	are	wildly	different	from	regular	Tarot.	For	example,	the	5	of	Coins	in	Etteilla	is	a	positive	card	of	love,	whereas,	in	modern	Tarot,	the	Five	of	Pentacles	is	a	card	of	poverty.	There
are	also	cards	in	the	Etteilla	which	are	not	found	in	decks	today,	such	as	Chaos	and	Birds	&	Fish.	In	addition	to	these	challenges,	Etteilla	cards	are	always	read	with	reversals,	which	have	their	own	unique	meanings.	There	are	156	interpretations	to	learn	in	Etteilla	compared	to	the	seventy-eight	of	modern	Tarot.The	vastness	of	the	Etteilla	card
meanings	makes	the	system	trying	to	master.	There	is	also	a	lack	of	Etteilla	information	in	English.	However,	it	is	a	super	fun	system	to	learn,	and	the	card	meanings	are	brutally	honest.	If	you	want	to	learn,	lucky	for	you	here	at	Divination	and	Fortune-Telling,	we	have	the	most	substantial	Etteilla	card	meanings	in	English	on	the	entire	world	wide
web!FavomancyFavomancy	is	a	type	of	divination	that	interprets	the	way	beans	or,	sometimes,	peas,	fall.	Favomancy	is	believed	to	have	Middle	Eastern	origins.	It	is	currently	practiced	in	Bosnia	and	has	historically	been	practiced	by	Islamic	groups	who	reside	in	Russia.Fortune	CookiesFortune	Cookies	are	little	edible	shells	with	paper	messages
inside.	Each	message	will	contain	a	prophecy	that	may	or	may	not	be	relevant	to	the	seeker.	For	example,	hold	your	tongue	and	open	your	ears	would	be	the	type	of	statement	you	could	find	inside	a	Fortune	Cookie.One	could	argue	that	using	Fortune	Cookies	is	not	a	type	of	divination	which	one	can	practice.	However,	I	will	say	that	there	are	people
who	go	out	of	their	way	to	get	Fortune	Cookies	for	the	sole	purpose	of	obtaining	advice	in	the	same	way	they	would	hunt	down	their	daily	horoscope	in	the	newspaper!	Therefore,	in	some	respects,	Fortune	Cookies	can	count	as	a	method	or	tool	of	divination.If	you	wish	to	receive	a	prophecy	from	a	Fortune	Cookie,	they	are	easy	enough	to	obtain;	they
are	typically	sold	in	Chinese	restaurants	and	are	popular	in	the	West.GeomancyGeomancy	is	a	class	of	divination	methods	that	involves	interpreting	markings	on	the	ground.	A	Geomancer	may	interpret	marks	made	by	animals	or	lines	which	have	randomly	been	drawn	by	themselves	or	their	seeker	(the	person	getting	the	reading).	It	was	once
common	to	employ	Geomancy	when	deciphering	the	meaning	of	a	dream.GraphologyIf	you	make	judgments	of	someone	based	on	their	handwriting,	then	you	are	practicing	Graphology.	Although	it	still	counts	as	a	form	of	divination	(and	many	consider	it	a	pseudoscience),	Graphology	has	evolved	into	the	science	of	graph	analysis.Gypsy	Fortune-
Telling	CardsGypsy	Fortune-Telling	Cards	are	a	subset	of	Cartomancy.	The	cards	in	a	Gypsy	Fortune-Telling	deck	may	or	may	not	depict	several	things:-	Items	from	everyday	life,	such	as	a	cat	or	a	chair-	Feelings,	such	as	happiness	or	despair	-	Events,	such	as	weddings	or	funeralsAlthough	they	are	called	gypsy	fortune-telling	cards,	I	have	to	say	as	a
Romany	Gypsy,	I	have	never	actually	seen	any	Romany	Gypsy	person	use	these	cards	for	divination	and	fortune-telling.	I	suspect	that	they	are	eastern	European	inventions.HaruspicyHaruspicy	is	a	very	ancient	form	of	divination	which	is	thought	to	originate	in	ancient	Mesopotamia.	A	compendium	of	writings	from	900-600BC	known	as	The	Brtu
contains	instructions	on	the	practice	of	Haruspicy.	The	Brtu	is	one	of	the	most	significant	and	earliest	known	mentions	of	the	method	in	detail;	however,	the	texts	are	said	to	have	been	based	on	even	earlier	writings.Haruspicy	involves	analyzing	the	entrails	(mainly	livers)	of	sacrificial	animals	(goats,	sheep,	chicken)	as	a	means	of	divination.	The
Babylonians	believed	that	blood	contained	the	life	force	and	that	it	originated	in	the	liver,	hence	the	liver's	special	status.	They	separated	the	liver	into	different	domains	and	assigned	each	a	God/Goddess.	During	an	important	event,	an	animal	would	be	sacrificed,	and	it's	liver	examined.	The	reader	or	Br	would	give	their	interpretation	based	on	the
size,	shape,	color,	and	texture	of	each	liver	area.Along	with	Mesopotamians,	the	Greeks	were	well-known	for	their	practice	of	Haruspicy.	In	the	Bible,	The	Book	of	Ezekiel	(21:21)	mentions	Haruspicy,	Belomancy,	and	possibly	Teraphim	together.Many	spiritual	religions	involve	animal	sacrifice,	even	in	modern	times,	but	Haruspicy,	as	a	divination
practice,	has	died	down.	There	are	texts	on	ancient	religions	that	look	at	the	subject	of	liver	divination	so	you	could	learn	if	you're	willing	to	dig	deep	into	history.	However,	due	to	the	effort,	time,	animal	killing,	and	animal	cruelty	laws	in	many	countries,	I	advise	you	to	look	for	another	type	of	fortune-telling	unless	you	like	a	serious	challenge!	If
DivinationIf	is	a	method	of	divination	and	religious	system	which	originated	in	Western	Africa.	If	divination	is	a	component	of	several	ATRs	and	is	practiced	by	priests	and	priestesses.	IchingThe	Iching	is	the	most	well-known	Chinese	form	of	divination	in	the	West.	The	method	involves	throwing	coins	multiple	times,	taking	note	of	how	they	land,	and
interpreting	the	pattern	created	based	on	the	Book	of	Changes.Unlike	other	Chinese	methods	of	divination,	there	is	plenty	of	information	on	Iching	in	English.	The	Iching	is	easy	to	practice	and	can	be	used	for	most	types	of	questions.	However,	there	is	a	lot	of	learning	involved,	as	there	are	many	possible	ways	the	coins	can	fall.Jiaobei/PoePoe	is	a
form	of	divination	which	is	popular	in	Taiwan,	particularly	in	Taoist	temples.	The	system	involves	asking	a	question	and	then	throwing	two	moon	blocks	on	the	ground.	The	position	which	the	blocks	land	will	give	you	your	answer,	which	will	typically	be	a	simple	yes	or	no.Kau	CimKau	Cim	is	a	type	of	fortune-telling	that	originated	in	China	and	is
popular	in	Buddhist	and	Taoist	temples.	Known	as	Chi	Chi	Sticks	in	the	Western	world,	the	method	involves	asking	a	question,	drawing	a	Kau	Cim	stick	from	a	tube,	and	interpreting	the	meaning	concerning	the	issue.Kau	Cim	sticks	are	wooden	sticks	which	are	housed	in	a	tube.	The	rods	are	inscribed	with	numbers	and	characters.	Altogether	there
are	100	sticks,	each	with	a	different	number,	character,	and	meaning.	Depending	on	how	the	diviner	reads	them,	the	interpretation	of	each	rod	may	be	long	or	short.Kipper	CardsKipper	is	a	36	card	divination	which	originated	in	Germany.	Although	it	is	currently	most	popular	in	German-speaking	communities,	in	recent	years,	it	has	begun	to	be
picked	up	by	English	speaking	diviners.I	liken	the	system	to	be	similar	to	Gypsy	Fortune-Telling	cards	and	Lenormand.	Many	of	the	cards	from	both	decks	are	like	Kipper	cards.	If	you	can	read	Gypsy	Fortune-Telling	cards	and	Lenormand,	you	will	be	right	at	home	with	Kipper	meanings.	However,	keep	in	mind	that	Kipper	is	its	system,	and	learning
will	require	study	time	and	research	even	if	you	are	well-versed	in	other	methods	of	Cartomancy.LenormandLenormand	is	a	thirty-six	card	reading	system	that	uses	Lenormand	cards.	Like	several	other	forms	of	Cartomancy,	Lenormand	began	as	a	card	game	(Game	of	Hope)	and	developed	into	a	kind	of	divination.Each	Lenormand	card	depicts	an
object	such	as	an	anchor,	a	ship,	or	a	mountain.	Each	of	these	objects	has	symbolic	meaning,	for	example,	a	mountain	represents	a	problem,	and	a	ship	represents	travel,	among	other	things.	For	reading,	the	cards	are	combined	to	form	definitions	know	as	Lenormand	card	combinations,	so	a	mountain	and	ship	combination	could	be	interpreted	as
representing	an	issue	with	travel.	Like	in	Tarot,	Lenormand	uses	spreads.	However,	unlike	with	Tarot,	there	are	only	a	few	standard	Lenormand	spreads;	a	string,	squares,	and	a	Grand	Tableau.Lenormand	can	be	learned	very	quickly.	Depending	on	your	talents	as	a	reader,	you	can	get	very	detailed	information	from	reading	Lenormand	cards,	and	the
system	is	excellent	for	giving	predictive	readings	or	readings	where	your	client	doesn't	want	to	give	too	much	away	(if	you	read	for	others).	I	generally	recommend	that	you	learn	Lenormand	if	you	plan	on	readings	lots	of	people	but	Tarot	if	you	only	intend	on	reading	yourself.	You	can	find	out	how	to	read	Lenormand	on	the	Lenormand	Oracle
website..LibanomancyLibanomancy	is	divination	using	incense	smoke.	To	practice	this	method,	all	that	you	must	do	is	petition	a	spirit,	light	incense	as	an	offering	and	interpret	the	movement	of	the	smoke	as	a	message	from	that	spirit.	Some	diviners	would	even	take	the	way	in	which	the	incense	has	burned,	and	the	patterns	in	the	ash	left	behind	as
significant.LithomancyLithomancy	is	the	correct	term	for	divination	using	stones.	Although	the	term	can	apply	to	any	rocks,	in	modern	prophecy,	it	is	usually	reserved	for	divination	using	crystal	tumbled	stones	such	as	amethyst	and	tigers	eye.The	meaning	of	each	crystal	will	correspond	to	your	understanding	of	that	crystal.	So,	amethyst	might	mean
that	you	need	to	work	on	your	spiritual	development.	Rose	quartz	could	say	that	you	will	soon	find	love.To	practice	Lithomancy,	all	that	you	need	to	do	is	put	ten	or	more	crystals	into	a	mojo	bag,	shake	them	up,	ask	a	question	then	pull	one	out.	The	crystal	which	you	draw	will	guide	you	or	may	symbolize	a	possible	outcome.MahjongMahjong	is	a	card
game	that	is	popular	in	China.	As	with	playing	cards,	dominoes	and	dice,	Mahjong	cards	can	be	employed	for	divination.	Traditionally,	Mahjong	is	played	(or	read)	using	Mahjong	tiles.	However,	in	modern	times,	it	is	possible	to	buy	them	in	card	form,	and	this	adds	to	its	appeal	for	diviners.Mi	Kayu	UraMi	Kayu	Ura	is	a	Japanese	fortune-telling	method
that	uses	rice	or	beans	and	is	traditionally	performed	fifteen	days	after	the	new	moon.Mirror	ScryingMirror	Scrying,	especially	using	black	obsidian	mirrors,	is	mainly	associated	with	Mesoamerican	culture.	Before	mirrors,	scryers	used	bowls	of	water	to	divine	the	future,	but	the	use	of	water	never	went	out	of	fashion.	Water	was	still	being	used	as	a
form	of	divination	by	the	Mayans	and	Aztecs	when	the	Spanish	invaded	in	the	1400s.	Mirrors	and	water	hold	the	same	symbolic	meaning	for	many	people	from	the	region;	that	they	act	as	portals	to	the	spirit	world.In	modern	times,	mirror	scrying	is	practiced	by	The	Huichol	(Wixaritari)	of	Mexico	and	by	diviners	across	the	world	who	possess	a	mirror.
The	techniques	behind	divining	using	a	mirror	is	very	similar	to	crystal	ball	divination,	if	not	the	same.	You	can	use	a	regular	mirror,	but	black	obsidian	ones	are	available	readily	online.MoleosophyMoleosophy	is	a	system	of	divination	that	assigns	special	significance	to	moles.	The	shape	or	body	part	which	a	mole	appears	is	interpreted	as	symbolizing
good	fortune	or	bad	luck	in	that	area.	For	example,	a	mole	on	the	face	is	often	called	a	beauty	spot	or	beauty	mark	because	it	is	considered	to	be	a	sign	of	beauty.Birthmarks	are	also	interpreted	as	part	of	Moleosophy	and	are	said	by	diviners	to	be	more	noteworthy	than	natural	birthmarks.NecromancyNecromancy	is	a	method	of	divination	that	uses
the	spirits	of	the	dead.	Because	there	is	usually	some	ritual	component	involved,	Necromancy	is	also	classed	as	a	type	of	magic	or	witchcraft.Technically,	one	could	argue	that	any	spirit	communication	is	Necromancy.	Necromancy,	therefore,	has	its	roots	in	Paleolithic	times.	However,	Necromancy	is	often	distinguished	from	natural	mediumship	due
to	its	ritualistic	nature,	so	they	may	or	may	not	be	as	old	as	each	other.	Necromancy	is	a	feature	of	shamanism.There	are	historical	references	to	Necromancy	as	a	ritual	practice.	In	Homers	Odyssey,	after	learning	spells	from	the	sorceress	Circe,	Odysseus	raises	the	spirits	of	the	dead.	Although	condoned	in	places,	Necromancy	is	practiced	in	the
Bible	when	King	Saul	enlists	the	so-called	Witch	of	Endor	to	perform	a	ritual	to	conjure	the	spirit	of	Samuel.NephomancyNephomancy	is	a	method	of	divination	that	involves	seeing	shapes	in	clouds	and	then	interpreting	those	shapes	as	being	signs	which	are	of	spiritual	significance.	For	example,	you	may	know	the	form	of	an	anchor	and	take	this	as	a
message	that	your	life	is	about	to	get	more	consistent.	NggamNggam	is	a	Cameroonian	method	of	divination	that	interprets	the	movement	of	crabs	or	spiders.	While	it	is	possible	to	come	up	with	your	own	system	and	rules	using	the	movement	of	spiders	or	crabs,	it	is	not	true	Nggam.	Unless	youre	willing	to	travel	Cameroon	to	learn	directly	from	the
Mambila	people,	then	practicing	Nggam	is	going	to	be	difficult.	NumerologyNumerology	is	a	method	of	divination	using	numbers.	(see	Arithmancy	above).O-MikujiO-Mikuji	is	a	Japanese	method	of	divination	that	involves	randomly	selecting	a	scroll	of	paper	that	has	a	pre-written	prophecy	on	it.	O-Mikuji	scrolls	are	available	to	visitors	at	many
Japanese	temples	and	shrines,	and	you	can	receive	one	after	donating.	The	message	you	receive	could	be	viewed	as	being	fortunate	or	unfortunate;	it	just	depends	on	your	luck	on	the	day.OghamOgham	is	a	type	of	divination	which	claims	ancient	British	origin	(although	historians	discredit	this)	and	which	uses	sticks	to	predict	the	future	or	get	advice.
Each	rod	in	Ogham	is	engraved	with	a	letter	from	the	Ogham	alphabet	(which,	unlike	the	alphabet,	actually	is	of	ancient	in	origin).Oneiromancy	(Dream	Divination)Because	dreaming	is	natural,	dream	interpretation	is	possibly	one	of	the	most	ancient	methods	of	divination.	It	is	only	human	nature	to	have	a	dream	and	then	wonder	what	the	significance
is	behind	it.Assigning	spiritual	significance	to	dreams	has	been	practiced	throughout	history.	The	Egyptian	Pharaoh	Thutmose	IV	claimed	that	the	sphinx	visited	him	in	a	dream	and	told	him	he	would	become	king	if	he	unearthed	it	from	the	sand.	In	the	Bible,	Joseph	was	made	second	in	command	to	the	Pharaoh,	thanks	to	his	dream	interpretation
skills.Although	it	seems	easy,	interpreting	dreams	is	a	somewhat	tricky	fortune-telling	method	to	master,	because	most	would-be	interpreters	try	to	memorize	every	symbol	from	the	book.	The	easiest	way	to	learn	dream	interpretation	is	to	design	your	symbolism.Oracle	CardsOracle	cards	are	a	form	of	Cartomancy.	While	most	other	types	of	card
divination	are	used	for	fortune-telling,	Oracle	cards	tend	to	focus	mostly	on	giving	advice.	Oracle	cards	are	readily	available	online	and	in	shops,	so	is	an	accessible	method	of	divination.	Here,	at	Divination	and	Fortune	Telling,	we	have	an	article	which	outlines	How	to	Read	Oracle	Cards.OuijaAlthough	spirit	boards	and	automatic	writing	can	be	traced
back	thousands	of	years,	Ouija	boards	are	relatively	new	divination	items.	The	Ouija	boards	which	are	famous	of	today	were	patented	in	1890.Despite	their	short	history,	Ouija	boards	have	many	legends	and	superstitions	attributed	to	them.	In	popular	culture,	they	are	associated	with	demon	conjuring,	possession,	and	poltergeist	activity.	Therefore,
due	to	their	demon	attracting	reputation,	they	are	often	avoided	by	those	new	to	divination	or	especially	superstitious.PalmistryPalmistry	is	divination	by	reading	someones	hand.	While	the	earliest	instances	of	Palmistry	can	be	dated	back	to	India,	for	as	long	as	there	has	been	recorded	history,	humans	have	attached	spiritual	significance	to	their
hands.	Some	of	the	earliest	forms	of	art	are	hand	stencils.Palmistry	can	be	separated	into	two	main	branches;	Chirognomy	and	Chiromancy.	Chirognomy	is	the	practice	of	reading	someones	personality	based	on	their	hand	shape,	fingers,	etc.	Chiromancy	is	the	art	of	reading	the	lines	to	divine	the	future.	Fortune	tellers	practice	the	former	while
holistic	readers	practice	the	later.	However,	many	readers	practice	both.If	you	want	to	practice	Palmistry,	good	eyesight	(or	glasses)	is	a	must.	Already	an	astrologer?	Then	you	will	learn	the	basics	of	Palmistry	(mounts,	fingers)	relatively	quickly	as	the	planets	correspond	to	different	parts	of	the	hand.	I	should	say	that	not	having	good	eyesight	and	a
lack	of	astrological	knowledge	can	be	worked	around,	but	they	certainly	do	help.	You	can	learn	about	the	Palmistry	Mounts	and	Palmistry	Mounts	Between	The	Fingers	on	this	website.PhrenologyPhrenology	was	once	classed	as	science	and	involved	reading	someones	health,	character,	and	temperament	based	on	measurements	taken	of	their	skull.
Originating	in	Great	Britain,	the	system	has	fallen	out	of	favor	in	recent	years.	PlastromancyPlastromancy	is	a	type	of	divination	which	involves	burning	the	shell	of	a	turtle	and	interpreting	the	burn	makes	or	cracks	made	as	a	result	of	being	exposed	to	the	heat.Playing	CardsAn	ordinary	pack	of	playing	cards	can	be	used	for	fortune-telling.	Many	card
readers	read	with	playing	cards	before	they	move	onto	other	methods	of	Cartomancy	(card	divination).There	is	a	lot	of	information	out	there	about	reading	with	playing	cards,	but	it	is	not	a	simple	system	to	master.	Learning	with	playing	cards	requires	a	better	memory	than	reading	with	other	types	of	cards	because	playing	cards	usually	lack	artistic
flare.	Playing	card	meanings	are	also	a	bit	less	flexible	than,	say,	Tarot	card	meanings.	However,	dont	let	these	points	put	you	off:	playing	card	divination	is	fun	and	rewarding.PyromancyPyromancy	is	divination	using	fire.	Technically,	candle	divination,	Xylomancy,	and	any	divination	involving	burning	come	under
Pyromancy.RhabdomancyRhabdomancy	is	divination	using	rods	or	sticks.	Belomancy	and	dowsing	rods	come	under	the	subdivision	of	Rhabdomancy.RunesRune	divination	is	a	prevalent	method	of	divination	that	uses	runes	to	predict	the	future	or	get	advice.	The	system	originated	in	Northern	Europe.	According	to	Scandinavian	mythology,	the	God
Odin	hung	himself	from	a	tree	for	nine	days	to	learn	the	secrets	of	the	Runes.Due	to	their	popularity,	Runes	are	one	of	the	most	available	types	of	divination	to	learn	in	modern	times.	You	can	also	buy	pretty,	visually	appealing	sets	of	runes	made	from	crystals,	such	as	amethyst	and	quartz.	ScapulimancyScapulimancy	is	a	type	of	Osteomancy	(bone
divination)	that	uses	shoulder	blade	bones	(scapulae).	In	ancient	times,	the	shoulders	of	sacrificed	animals	were	examined,	and	messages	from	the	Gods/spirits	were	deciphered	from	any	shapes	or	markings	found.	TarotTarot	divination	is	a	form	of	Cartomancy	(card	divination)	that	uses	special	Tarot	cards.	Tarot	cards	are	similar	to	playing	cards	in
that	they	have	four	suits	(Wands,	Cups,	Swords,	and	Coins)	plus	Court	Cards	(Kings,	Queens,	Knights,	and	Pages).	Unlike	playing	cards,	Tarot	cards	have	22	extra	cards,	including	Death,	The	Devil,	and	The	Lovers.Tarot	card	decks	usually	come	in	two	types;	illustrated	and	unillustrated.	Unillustrated	means	that	the	pictures	are	not	detailed,	so	a	Ten
of	Swords	only	depicts	ten	swords.	However,	illustrated	cards	describe	a	scene	so	a	Ten	of	Swords	in	an	illustrated	pack	would	show	a	man	lying	on	the	ground	with	ten	swords	in	his	back.	The	most	popular	unillustrated	deck	is	the	Tarot	de	Marseilles,	and	the	most	popular	illustrated	deck	is	The	Rider	Waite	Smith	Tarot.There	are	plenty	of	resources
that	will	assist	you	in	learning	Tarot,	especially	my	free	guide,	Tarot	for	Beginners	guide	which	will	teach	you	everything	you	need	to	know	to	learn	Tarot.	Tarot	does	require	a	lot	of	commitment,	but	is	it	possibly	one	of	the	most	useful	types	of	divination	to	learn.Tasseomancy	(Tea	Leaf	Reading)Tasseomancy,	also	known	as	Tea	Leaf	Reading,	is	one	of
the	best-known	types	of	fortune-telling	thanks	to	in	part	to	its	popularisation	thanks	to	the	Harry	Potter	movies.Tealeaf	reading	involves	interpreting	the	shapes	of	loose	tea	leaves	as	they	appear	in	a	cup.	You	can	buy	special	fortune-telling,	but	you	dont	have	to;	just	a	regular	teacup	is	fine.	However,	it	is	best	if	you	use	real	tea	leaves	and	not	tea	from
tea	bags.Tasseomancy	is	relatively	accessible	and	easy	to	practice.	It	does	require	a	bit	of	knowledge	of	symbolism,	so,	in	that	way,	it	is	similar	to	dream	interpreting,	crystal	ball	reading,	and	other	symbolic	forms	of	divination.TeraphimTeraphim	were	small	idols	used	in	divination,	which	were	popular	enough	to	be	mentioned	several	times	in	the
Bible,	but	their	function	has	been	lost	to	time.	It	is	possible	they	were	either	selected	as	a	form	of	lots,	consulted	in	mediumship,	or	both.	Probably	the	closest	you	can	get	to	Teraphim	nowadays	is	fetishism.XylomancyXylomancy	is	a	type	of	divination	which	involves	burning	wood.	There	are	two	main	methods	of	practicing	Xylomancy;	creating	a	fire	or
burning	wood.	Because	of	its	accessibility,	Xylomancy	can	be	easily	practiced	in	modern	times.If	the	matter	youre	divining	on	is	not	too	important,	then	you	can	scorch	a	piece	of	wood	with	lighter	while	focusing	on	your	question.If	the	matter	youre	divining	on	is	of	great	importance,	you	can	create	a	massive	fire	for	your	Xylomancy	session.	While
building	a	fire,	focus	on	your	issue.	As	you	light	the	fire,	say	out	loud	that	you	wish	to	receive	guidance	from	the	spirits	on	the	matter.	Stand	back	and	watch	the	fire	burn	and	die	a	natural	death.	Once	the	fire	has	calmed	down,	look	for	a	stick	or	piece	of	wood	which	you're	drawn	to,	or	which	is	sticking	out	further	than	the	other	parts.For	both	the
above	methods	of	Xylomancy,	youre	going	to	have	to	interpret	the	symbols	within	the	scorch	marks.	You	would	interpret	the	scorches	and	scores	on	the	wood	in	the	same	way	you	would	read	shapes	in	clouds,	or	in	tea,	etc.Thats	all	for	the	methods	of	divination!	If	you	would	like	to	know	more	about	divination,	you	can	download	my	free	Spiritual	101
guide	right	here:	,the	free	encyclopedia	that	anyone	can	edit.110,331	active	editors	7,014,512	articles	in	EnglishIgor	Judge,	Baron	Judge,	a	British	judgeNominative	determinism	is	the	hypothesis	that	people	are	drawn	to	professions	that	fit	their	name.	The	term	was	first	used	in	the	magazine	New	Scientist	in	1994,	after	its	humorous	Feedback
column	mentioned	a	book	on	polar	explorations	by	Daniel	Snowman	and	an	article	on	urology	by	researchers	named	Splatt	and	Weedon.	The	hypothesis	had	been	suggested	by	psychologist	Carl	Jung,	citing	as	an	example	Sigmund	Freud	(German	for	'joy'),	who	studied	pleasure.	A	few	recent	empirical	studies	have	indicated	that	certain	professions	are
disproportionately	represented	by	people	with	appropriate	surnames,	though	the	methods	of	these	studies	have	been	challenged.	One	explanation	for	nominative	determinism	is	the	theory	of	implicit	egotism,	which	states	that	humans	have	an	unconscious	preference	for	things	they	associate	with	themselves.	An	alternative	explanation	is	genetic:	an
ancestor	might	have	been	named	Smith	or	Taylor	according	to	their	occupation,	and	the	genes	they	passed	down	might	correlate	to	aptitudes	for	those	professions.	(Fullarticle...)Recently	featured:	Donkey	Kong	LandHistory	of	education	in	Wales	(17011870)White	dwarfArchiveBy	emailMore	featured	articlesAboutCongregation	Shaar	Hashomayim...
that	the	Congregation	Shaar	Hashomayim	(pictured)	in	Windsor,	Ontario,	was	modelled	after	a	synagogue	in	Montreal?...	that	NASA	promoted	the	"faster,	better,	cheaper"	approach	to	spacecraft	missions	in	the	1990s?...	that	Black	model	Debra	Shaw	walked	the	runway	in	Bellmer	La	Poupe	wearing	a	metal	frame	that	generated	controversy	over	a
perceived	reference	to	slavery?...	that	a	spokesman	for	the	Kaw	Nation	credited	Robert	L.	Rankin	with	single-handedly	preserving	their	language?...	that	multiple	members	of	various	royal	families	have	competed	in	the	Olympics?...	that	The	Westerlies	folded	a	piece	of	tin	foil	over	the	bell	of	a	trombone	to	make	it	hiss?...	that	after	runner	Frej
Liewendahl	had	broken	Paavo	Nurmi's	five-year	winning	streak,	he	went	to	his	hotel	room	with	flowers	to	apologise?...	that	the	crew	of	the	US	Coast	Guard	Cutter	Dione	repeatedly	attacked	the	shipwrecks	of	oil	tankers,	believing	them	to	be	German	U-boats?...	that	one	issue	facing	tsunami	sirens	in	New	Zealand	has	been	a	youth	subculture	that
steals	sirens	to	compete	for	the	loudest	and	clearest	sound?ArchiveStart	a	new	articleNominate	an	articleTrifid	and	Lagoon	nebulaeThe	Vera	C.	Rubin	Observatory	in	Chile	releases	the	first	light	images	(example	shown)	from	its	new	8.4-metre	(28ft)	telescope.In	basketball,	the	Oklahoma	City	Thunder	defeat	the	Indiana	Pacers	to	win	the	NBA
Finals.An	attack	on	a	Greek	Orthodox	church	in	Damascus,	Syria,	kills	at	least	25	people.The	United	States	conducts	military	strikes	on	three	nuclear	facilities	in	Iran.In	rugby	union,	the	Crusaders	defeat	the	Chiefs	to	win	the	Super	Rugby	Pacific	final.Ongoing:	Gaza	warIranIsrael	warRussian	invasion	of	UkrainetimelineSudanese	civil
wartimelineRecent	deaths:	John	R.	CasaniRichard	Gerald	JordanFranco	TestaRaymond	LaflammeGertrud	LeuteneggerMaria	VoceNominate	an	articleJune	27:	Helen	Keller	Day	in	the	United	StatesDepiction	of	Pope	Agatho678	Pope	Agatho	(depicted),	later	venerated	as	a	saint	in	both	the	Catholic	and	Eastern	Orthodox	churches,	began	his
pontificate.1800	War	of	the	Second	Coalition:	French	forces	won	a	victory	at	the	Battle	of	Neuburg,	ending	Austrian	control	over	the	River	Danube.1905	First	Russian	Revolution:	The	crew	of	the	Russian	battleship	Potemkin	began	a	mutiny	against	their	officers.1950	Korean	War:	Five	North	Korean	aircraft	attacked	an	American	air	convoy	above
Suwon	Air	Base	in	the	first	air	engagement	of	the	Korean	War.2015	Ignition	of	corn	starch	caused	a	dust	fire	at	a	water	park	in	New	Taipei	City,	Taiwan,	killing	15	people	and	injuring	more	than	400	others.Wilhelmina	FitzClarence,	Countess	of	Munster	(b.1830)Frank	Rattray	Lillie	(b.1870)Harry	Pollitt	(d.1960)Nico	Rosberg	(b.1985)More
anniversaries:	June	26June	27June	28ArchiveBy	emailList	of	days	of	the	yearAbout2024	variant	of	the	Men's	T20	World	Cup	logoThe	ICC	Men's	T20	World	Cup,	formerly	the	ICC	World	Twenty20,	is	a	biennial	world	cup	for	cricket	in	the	Twenty20	International	(T20I)	format,	organised	by	the	International	Cricket	Council	(ICC).	It	was	held	in	every	odd
year	from	2007	to	2009,	and	since	2010	has	been	held	in	every	even	year	with	the	exception	of	2018	and	2020.	In	2018,	the	tournament	was	rebranded	from	the	World	Twenty20	to	the	Men's	T20	World	Cup.	As	of	the	2024	tournament,	twenty-four	nations	have	played	in	the	T20	World	Cup.	Nine	teams	have	competed	in	every	tournament,	six	of	which
have	won	the	title.	The	West	Indies,	England	and	India	have	won	the	title	twice	each,	while	Pakistan,	Sri	Lanka	and	Australia	have	won	the	title	once	each.	Sri	Lanka,	England,	Pakistan	and	India	have	each	made	three	final	appearances,	while	Pakistan	have	also	made	six	semi-final	appearances.	The	best	result	by	a	non-Test	playing	nation	is	the
second	round	appearance	by	the	United	States	in	2024,	while	the	worst	result	by	a	Test	playing	nation	is	the	second	round	appearance	by	Zimbabwe	in	2022.	(Fulllist...)Recently	featured:	Michelin-starred	restaurants	in	TurkeyTimeline	of	PartygateSongs	by	Gen	HoshinoArchiveMore	featured	listsWhitehead's	trogon	(Harpactes	whiteheadi)	is	a
species	of	bird	in	the	family	Trogonidae.	It	is	endemic	to	the	island	of	Borneo,	where	it	is	an	uncommon	resident	in	primary	mountain	forest.	One	of	Borneo's	largest	trogons,	at	29	to	33	centimetres	(11	to	13	inches)	long,	it	is	sexually	dimorphic.	The	male	is	crimson	on	the	head,	nape,	and	underparts,	with	a	black	throat	and	grey	chest;	the	rest	of	its
upperparts	are	cinnamon-coloured.	The	female	is	similarly	patterned,	but	cinnamon-brown	where	the	male	is	scarlet.	The	species	is	primarily	an	insectivore,	but	also	eats	various	plant	materials,	including	fruits	and	seeds.	Other	than	the	timing	of	its	breeding,	typically	between	April	and	June,	little	is	known	about	its	breeding	biology.	It	is	classified	as
a	near-threatened	species,	with	population	numbers	thought	to	be	declining	and	habitat	loss	a	key	threat.	This	male	Whitehead's	trogon	was	photographed	perching	on	a	branch	near	Mount	Kinabalu	in	the	Malaysian	state	of	Sabah.Photograph	credit:	John	HarrisonRecently	featured:	AtacamiteTurban	Head	eagleSpringbokArchiveMore	featured
picturesCommunity	portal	The	central	hub	for	editors,	with	resources,	links,	tasks,	and	announcements.Village	pump	Forum	for	discussions	about	Wikipedia	itself,	including	policies	and	technical	issues.Site	news	Sources	of	news	about	Wikipedia	and	the	broader	Wikimedia	movement.Teahouse	Ask	basic	questions	about	using	or	editing
Wikipedia.Help	desk	Ask	questions	about	using	or	editing	Wikipedia.Reference	desk	Ask	research	questions	about	encyclopedic	topics.Content	portals	A	unique	way	to	navigate	the	encyclopedia.Wikipedia	is	written	by	volunteer	editors	and	hosted	by	the	Wikimedia	Foundation,	a	non-profit	organization	that	also	hosts	a	range	of	other	volunteer
projects:	CommonsFree	media	repository	MediaWikiWiki	software	development	Meta-WikiWikimedia	project	coordination	WikibooksFree	textbooks	and	manuals	WikidataFree	knowledge	base	WikinewsFree-content	news	WikiquoteCollection	of	quotations	WikisourceFree-content	library	WikispeciesDirectory	of	species	WikiversityFree	learning	tools
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calendar678DCLXXVIIIAb	urbe	condita1431Armenian	calendar127	Assyrian	calendar5428Balinese	saka	calendar599600Bengali	calendar8485Berber	calendar1628Buddhist	calendar1222Burmese	calendar40Byzantine	calendar61866187Chinese	calendar	(FireOx)3375	or	3168to	(EarthTiger)3376	or	3169Coptic	calendar394395Discordian
calendar1844Ethiopian	calendar670671Hebrew	calendar44384439Hindu	calendars-	Vikram	Samvat734735-	Shaka	Samvat599600-	Kali	Yuga37783779Holocene	calendar10678Iranian	calendar5657Islamic	calendar5859Japanese	calendarHakuchi	29()Javanese	calendar570571Julian	calendar678DCLXXVIIIKorean	calendar3011Minguo	calendar1234
before	ROC1234Nanakshahi	calendar790Seleucid	era989/990	AGThai	solar	calendar12201221Tibetan	calendar(female	Fire-Ox)804	or	423	or	349to(male	Earth-Tiger)805	or	424	or	348Pope	Agatho	I	(678681)Year	678	(DCLXXVIII)	was	a	common	year	starting	on	Friday	of	the	Julian	calendar.	The	denomination	678	for	this	year	has	been	used	since	the
early	medieval	period,	when	the	Anno	Domini	calendar	era	became	the	prevalent	method	in	Europe	for	naming	years.July	27	The	Siege	of	Thessalonica	(676678)	ends,	when	the	Sclaveni	withdraw.Autumn	Siege	of	Constantinople:	Emperor	Constantine	IV	confronts	the	Arab	besiegers	in	a	head-on	engagement.	The	Byzantine	fleet,	equipped	with	Greek
fire,	destroys	the	Muslim	fleet	at	Sillyon,[1][2][3][4]	ending	the	Arab	threat	to	Europe,	and	forcing	Yazid	(a	son	of	caliph	Muawiyah	I)	to	lift	the	siege	on	land	and	sea.	The	victory	also	frees	up	forces	that	are	sent	to	raise	the	two-year	siege	of	Thessalonica	by	the	local	Slavic	tribes.King	thelred	of	Mercia	defeats	the	Northumbrian	forces	under	King
Ecgfrith,	in	a	battle	near	the	River	Trent.	Archbishop	Theodore	helps	to	resolve	differences	between	the	two,	thelred	agreeing	to	pay	a	weregild	to	avoid	any	resumption	of	hostilities	(approximate	date).April	27	Emperor	Tenmu	holds	divination	for	the	purpose	of	proceeding	to	the	Abstinence	Palace.May	3	Princess	Tchi	suddenly	takes	ill	and	dies
within	the	palace.	Tenmu,	her	father,	is	unable	to	sacrifice	to	the	Gods	of	Heaven	and	Earth.May	10	Tchi	is	buried	at	a	place	which	could	be	Ak	(Hygo	Prefecture).	Tenmu	is	graciously	pleased	to	raise	lament	for	her.Wilfrid,	bishop	of	York,	is	at	the	height	of	his	power	and	owns	vast	estates	throughout	Northumbria.	After	his	refusal	to	agree	to	a
division	of	his	see,	Ecgfrith	and	Theodore,	archbishop	of	Canterbury,	have	him	banished	from	Northumbria.April	11	Pope	Donus	dies	at	Rome,	after	a	reign	of	1	year	and	160	days.	He	is	succeeded	by	Agatho	I,	who	becomes	the	79th	pope.	He	is	the	first	pope	to	stop	paying	tribute	to	Emperor	Constantine	IV	upon	election.In	Japan,	the	national
worshiping	to	the	Gods	of	Heaven	and	Earth	is	planned.	Tenmu	tries	to	select	his	daughter	Tchi	as	a	Sai	to	make	her	serve	the	Gods.	However,	Tchi	suddenly	takes	ill	and	dies.The	Beomeosa	temple	complex	in	Geumjeong-gu	(modern	South	Korea)	is	constructed,	during	the	reign	of	King	Munmu	of	Silla.Childebert	III,	Merovingian	Frankish	king	and
son	of	Theuderic	IIIChildebrand	I,	duke	of	Burgundy	(d.	751)Kinich	Ahkal	Mo	Nahb	III,	Maya	ruler	of	PalenqueApril	11	Pope	DonusMay	3	Tchi,	Japanese	princessAbdullah	ibn	Aamir,	Arab	general	(b.	626)lfwine,	king	of	Deira	(approximate	date)Aisha,	wife	of	MuhammadArbogast,	bishop	of	StrasbourgNathalan,	Scottish	bishopWechtar,	Lombard	duke
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(1976).	Die	byzantinische	Reaktion	auf	die	Ausbreitung	der	Araber.	Studien	zur	Strukturwandlung	des	byzantinischen	Staates	im	7.	und	8.	Jhd	[Byzantine	Reaction	to	the	Expansion	of	the	Arabs.	Studies	on	the	Structural	Change	of	the	Byzantine	State	in	the	7th	and	8th	Cent.]	(in	German).	Munich:	Institut	fr	Byzantinistik	und	Neugriechische
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8047-2630-2.Retrieved	from	"	32009	Argentine	TV	series	or	program6,	7,	8First	logoAlso	known	asThe	Critique	to	Real	PowerGenreArchive	television	programPresented	byOrlando	BaroneCarlos	BarragnJorge	DorioCynthia	GarcaEduardo	Massa	AlcntaraMariana	MoyanoDante	PalmaSandra	RussoNora	VeirasCountry	of	originArgentinaOriginal
languageSpanishNo.	of	seasons7ProductionExecutive	producerDiego	GvirtzProducerPensado	Para	TelevisinOriginal	releaseNetworkTelevisin	Pblica	ArgentinaReleaseMarch	9,	2009	(2009-03-09)23	December	2015	(2015-12-23)Six	in	the	Seven	at	Eight,	usually	called	6,	7,	8,	was	an	Argentine	political	commentary	TV	program	broadcast	by	the
government-run	Channel	7	since	2009.	Its	name	comes	from	the	fact	that,	when	it	first	started	airing,	there	were	five	members	on	the	show's	panel,	and	its	motto	was	you	are	the	sixth	one	(the	viewer).	Since	it	was	broadcast	by	Channel	7	at	8	p.m.,	the	name	was	shortened	to	"6,	7,	8".	In	late	2009,	the	program	was	moved	to	9	p.m.,	a	new	segment
was	added	to	be	aired	on	Sundays	at	night,	and	new	guest	panelists	were	invited,	making	it	more	than	six	members.[1]	Nevertheless,	the	show's	name	remained	unchanged.It	was	first	hosted	by	Mara	Julia	Olivn	and	a	panel	which	included	Orlando	Barone,	Carla	Czudnowsky,	Eduardo	Cabito	Massa	Alcntara,	Luciano	Galende	and	Sandra	Russo,	along
with	a	guest	analyst	who	would	give	their	opinions	throughout	the	program.	Mara	Julia	Olivn	announced	in	an	interview	for	web	site	Television.com.ar	that,	on	January	28,	2010,	should	make	her	last	appearance	on	the	program.[2]	Her	place	was	occupied	by	Luciano	Galende,	and	from	2013	onward	the	host	has	been	Carlos	Barragn.The	program	was
nominated	to	the	2010	Martn	Fierro	Awards	in	the	category	Best	Journalistic	Program.The	program's	panel	discussed	national	and	world	events	and	analyzed	their	social	and	political	repercussions	on	Argentina.	The	program	has	come	under	criticism	due	to	its	perceived	advocacy	of	Kirchnerism,	which	is	controversial	since	it	is	aired	by	a	state-
owned	TV	channel	during	the	time	when	Cristina	Kirchner	was	president.	The	program	ceased	to	be	aired	shortly	after	the	end	of	the	presidency	of	Cristina	Kirchner.6,	7,	8	was	first	aired	on	March	9,	2009.	The	initial	name	was	"6	in	the	7	at	8",	making	reference	to	the	6	people	in	the	program,	the	channel	Televisin	Pblica	Argentina	that	airs	in
channel	7,	and	that	the	program	was	broadcast	at	8:00	pm.	Although	the	number	of	people	and	the	timeslot	changed	over	time,	the	name	"678"	was	kept.	It	is	an	Archive	television	program	focused	on	politics	and	journalism.	It	was	created	during	the	campaign	for	the	2009	midterm	elections,	in	order	to	broadcast	the	Kirchnerite	propaganda	known
as	Relato	K,	and	to	attack	the	opposing	candidates.	It	received	a	privileged	timeslot	on	Sundays,	right	after	the	broadcasting	of	the	Ftbol	para	todos	weekly	matches.	Once	the	elections	were	over,	it	continued	to	voice	the	Kirchnerite	view	in	the	conflict	between	Kirchnerism	and	the	media.[3]Mauricio	Macri,	president	of	Argentina	since	December	10,
2015,	appointed	Hernn	Lombardi	as	the	new	manager	for	Channel	7.	Soon	thereafter	it	was	announced	that	the	channel	would	not	air	6,	7,	8	because	the	production	company	decided	not	to	renew	the	contract	with	the	TV	Pblica.[4][5]According	to	Clarn	newspaper	the	program	uses	archive	footage	to	criticize	Mass	Media	outlets,	judges	and	political
opponents	to	the	national	government.[6]On	October	13,	2009	the	program	aired	a	video	that	had	circulated	in	blogs.	The	anonymous	video	was	recorded	through	a	hidden	camera,	and	it	shows	the	journalist	and	columnist	of	newspaper	La	Nacin,	Carlos	Pagni,	in	an	alleged	operation	to	publish	false	information	for	the	purpose	of	damaging	the	oil
company	Repsol	YPF.	The	broadcast	of	the	video	was	criticized	by	the	Partido	Solidario	deputy	Carlos	Heller	who	was	a	guest	on	the	program	that	day,	expressing	his	objection	to	the	publication	of	anonymous	films.	The	contents	of	the	video	were	criticized	by	the	panelists	after	it	was	shown.According	to	an	article	in	La	Nacin	that	was	published	the
next	day	about	the	segment,	"the	presentation	of	the	hidden	camera,	and	the	images	of	the	hidden	camera	(cut,	but	carefully	and	professionally	edited)	do	not,	at	any	moment,	show	the	columnist	in	situations	that	could	corroborate	the	serious	and	injurious	charges	about	corruption	that	are	made	in	the	video	through	printed	boards	and	a	voice-over".
[7]In	the	video,	there	are	appearances	by	other	people	who	may	represent	Pagni,	receiving	money	in	return	for	newspaper	articles.	However,	after	the	airing	on	October	13,	Pagni	received	the	support	of	the	Argentine	Journalism	Forum	(Foro	del	Periodismo	Argentino)	and	other	journalists.[8]YPF	issued	a	complaint	to	investigate	who	recorded	the
video,	and	the	veracity	of	the	facts	that	are	seen	on	it.	They	assured	that	"it	is	true	that	the	video	is	anonymous	and	made	in	a	more	obscure	way.	However,	it	warns	that	it	was	a	journalistic	operation	against	us".[9]2013	Martn	Fierro	AwardsBest	journalism	program[10]^	Asteriscos.tv	Seis,	siete,	ocho	y	ahora	a	las	nueve?	(in	Spanish)^	"6,	7,	8	en
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DepositPhotos	Fortune	telling,	a	practice	shrouded	in	mystery	and	intrigue,	has	fascinated	mankind	for	centuries.	But	what	exactly	is	a	fortune	teller?This	comprehensive	guide	will	delve	into	the	history,	practices,	tools,	misconceptions,	and	benefits	of	consulting	a	fortune	teller.History	and	Origins	of	Fortune	TellingFortune	telling	has	been	a	part	of
human	culture	for	over	6,000	years,	with	practices	found	in	ancient	China,	India,	Egypt,	and	Greece.	Each	civilization	had	its	unique	methods:China:	I	Ching,	an	ancient	divination	text,	provided	guidance	based	on	hexagrams.India:	Saamudrika	Shastra,	the	study	of	facial	features,	body	language,	and	appearance.Egypt:	Dream	interpretation	was
common,	as	dreams	were	believed	to	hold	prophetic	power.Greece:	Augury,	or	interpreting	the	entrails	of	sacrificial	animals,	was	practiced	by	priests.In	Europe	during	the	Middle	Ages,	fortune	telling	became	more	widespread.	New	methods	emerged:Palmistry:	Reading	the	lines	on	the	palm	to	predict	the	future.Cartomancy:	Using	cards,	like	tarot,
for	divination.Scrying:	Gazing	into	reflective	surfaces,	like	mirrors	or	crystal	balls,	to	see	visions.By	the	18th	and	19th	centuries,	books	about	fortune	telling	were	widely	published,	making	the	practice	more	accessible.	The	20th	century	saw	fortune	tellings	popularity	soar	through	media,	such	as	newspapers	and	television	shows.	Despite	skepticism
from	the	scientific	community,	the	fascination	with	fortune	telling	persists.Its	often	associated	with	the	Roma	community	in	Europe,	where	they	faced	suspicion	and	even	criminalization.	Yet,	the	practice	continues,	showing	a	lasting	interest	and	belief	in	its	insights.Today,	tarot	cards	are	making	a	comeback,	not	just	for	predicting	the	future,	but	as	a
means	for	self-reflection	and	therapeutic	conversations.	In	North	America,	fortune	telling	is	seen	as	a	service,	with	consultations	available	over	the	phone,	email,	or	video.Laws	around	fortune	telling	vary,	often	requiring	fortune	tellers	to	avoid	the	term	and	use	titles	like	spiritual	advisor	instead.	Despite	criticisms	of	fortune	telling	as	superstition	or
cold	reading	tricks,	the	practice	remains	a	significant	part	of	many	cultures,	continuing	to	offer	a	glimpse	into	the	unknown.>>Get	50%	OFF	fortune	telling	on	KasambaDifferent	Types	of	Fortune	Telling	PracticesThere	are	numerous	fortune	telling	practices,	each	with	unique	methods	and	tools.	Some	of	the	most	common	include:AstrologyAstrology
involves	interpreting	the	positions	and	movements	of	celestial	bodies	to	gain	insights	into	a	persons	character	and	predict	future	events.	This	practice	is	prevalent	in	many	cultures,	including	Western,	Chinese,	and	Vedic	astrology.Tarot	ReadingTarot	reading	involves	using	a	deck	of	78	cards	with	symbolic	images	to	gain	insight	into	the	past,	present,
or	future.	The	reader	interprets	the	cards	meanings	based	on	their	symbolism	and	position	in	the	spread.PalmistryPalmistry,	or	palm	reading,	involves	studying	a	persons	palm	lines	to	predict	their	future	and	understand	their	personality	traits.	The	lines	are	believed	to	represent	different	aspects	of	the	individuals	life,	such	as	their	life	span,	love	life,
and	career.Crystal	GazingCrystal	gazing,	also	known	as	crystal	ball	reading,	involves	staring	into	a	crystal	ball	to	see	visions	or	images	that	can	predict	future	events.Common	Tools	Used	by	Fortune	TellersFortune	tellers	use	a	variety	of	tools	to	assist	in	their	predictions.	These	include:Tarot	CardsTarot	cards	are	perhaps	the	most	well-known	tool
used	by	fortune	tellers.	Each	card	in	the	deck	has	a	unique	image	and	meaning,	and	the	layout	of	the	cards	can	provide	insights	into	different	aspects	of	a	persons	life.Crystal	BallsCrystal	balls	are	used	in	scrying,	where	the	fortune	teller	gazes	into	the	ball	to	see	visions	or	images.Astrological	ChartsAstrologers	use	charts	to	map	out	the	position	of
the	stars	and	planets	at	a	specific	time	and	place.	These	charts	are	then	interpreted	to	provide	insights	into	a	persons	life	and	future.Palm	Reading	GuidesPalm	readers,	or	palmists,	use	guides	that	outline	the	different	lines	and	sections	of	the	hand	and	what	they	represent.How	Fortune	Telling	WorksDespite	the	diversity	in	methods	and	practices,
most	forms	of	fortune	telling	are	based	on	interpreting	signs	and	symbols.	Fortune	tellers	believe	that	the	universe	has	a	pattern	and	that	they	can	understand	this	pattern	through	various	methods.For	instance,	astrologers	interpret	the	patterns	of	the	stars,	while	palmists	interpret	the	lines	on	the	hand.	Tarot	readers	interpret	the	symbolic	images	on
tarot	cards,	and	mediums	interpret	messages	from	the	spirit	world.Its	important	to	note	that	most	fortune	tellers	do	not	claim	to	predict	the	future	with	absolute	certainty.	Instead,	they	provide	guidance	and	insight	to	help	individuals	make	informed	decisions.>>Get	50%	OFF	fortune	telling	on	KasambaDebunking	Misconceptions	About	Fortune
TellersNegative	stereotypes	and	misinformation	often	perpetuate	many	misconceptions	about	fortune	tellers.	Here	are	a	few	common	misconceptions	debunked:Fortune	Tellers	Can	Predict	the	Future	with	Absolute	CertaintyAs	mentioned	earlier,	most	fortune	tellers	do	not	claim	to	predict	the	future	with	100%	accuracy.	They	provide	insights	based
on	their	interpretations,	which	should	not	be	taken	as	absolute	truths.All	Fortune	Tellers	are	FraudsWhile	there	are	fraudulent	individuals	in	every	profession,	its	unfair	to	label	all	fortune	tellers	as	frauds.	Many	are	sincere	in	their	beliefs	and	practices	and	aim	to	guide	and	support	their	clients.Fortune	Telling	is	the	Same	as	MediumshipWhile	both
involve	supernatural	elements,	fortune	telling	and	mediumship	are	different	practices.	Fortune	telling	focuses	on	predicting	future	events,	while	mediumship	involves	communicating	with	spirits.Distinguishing	Fortune	Tellers	from	Psychics	and	MediumsUnderstanding	the	differences	between	fortune	tellers,	psychics,	and	mediums	can	help	you
choose	the	right	type	of	guidance	for	your	needs.	Heres	a	quick	breakdown	to	clear	up	any	confusion:	Focus:	Predict	future	events.Tools:	Utilize	tarot	cards,	astrology,	and	palmistry.Insights:	May	not	explain	the	why	behind	events.Psychics:Perception:	Have	a	sense	of	knowing	through	energy.Guidance:	Prepare	you	for	the	future	without	relying	on
spirits.Answers:	Offer	insights	but	not	definitive	outcomes.Mediums:Communication:	Connect	with	spirits,	delivering	messages	from	the	deceased.Abilities:	Possess	clairsentience,	clairvoyance,	or	clairaudience.Connection:	Can	provide	comfort	and	closure	by	talking	to	loved	ones	who	have	passed	on.Psychic	Mediums:Combination:	Merge	psychic
intuition	and	mediumship.Experience:	Provide	a	comprehensive	spiritual	perspective.>>Get	50%	OFF	fortune	telling	on	KasambaBenefits	of	Consulting	a	Fortune	TellerDespite	the	controversies	surrounding	fortune	telling,	many	people	find	value	in	consulting	fortune	tellers.	Here	are	a	few	potential	benefits:Insight	and	ClarityFortune	telling	can
provide	insights	into	various	aspects	of	life,	from	relationships	and	careers	to	personal	growth	and	life	purpose.	This	clarity	can	help	individuals	make	more	informed	decisions.Self-UnderstandingThrough	practices	like	astrology	and	palmistry,	individuals	can	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	their	personality	traits,	strengths,	and	weaknesses.Spiritual
ConnectionFor	some,	fortune	telling	is	a	spiritual	practice	that	helps	them	connect	with	the	universes	energies	or	their	loved	ones	spirits.Finding	a	Reputable	Fortune	TellerJust	like	finding	a	good	doctor	or	therapist,	finding	the	best	fortune	tellers	requires	some	research.	Look	for	reviews	and	testimonials,	check	their	credentials,	and	ensure	they
conduct	their	practice	ethically.Remember,	a	good	fortune	teller	empowers	you	to	make	your	own	decisions	and	does	not	promote	dependency.Heres	a	rundown	of	some	top	sites	where	you	can	find	reputable	psychic	readers:Kasamba:	A	veteran	in	the	psychic	reading	world	since	1999,	Kasamba	offers	a	3-minute	free	trial	and	a	wide	selection	of
psychic	readers	skilled	in	various	areas,	especially	astrology.	Keep	in	mind	that	prices	can	go	as	high	as	$30.00	per	minute,	reflecting	the	sites	reputation	for	quality.Purple	Garden:	Purple	Garden	boasts	an	extensive	network	of	vetted	psychic	readers.	You	wont	find	free	trial	minutes	here,	but	you	can	expect	various	services,	including	advice	on	love,
career,	and	general	life	questions,	all	through	a	user-friendly	interface.	Additionally,	new	customers	get	a	$10	matching	credit.Keen:	If	youre	looking	for	24/7	service	and	live	fortune	telling	sessions,	Keens	diverse	range	of	readers	and	free	3-minute	trial	make	it	an	attractive	choice.	While	rates	are	competitive,	note	that	video	call	readings	are	not	an
option	here.Sanctuary	Psychic	Readings:	If	you	prefer	the	convenience	and	anonymity	of	chat	readings,	Sanctuary	primarily	offers	1-1	live	chat	sessions	via	the	website	and	iOS	and	Android	app.	Youll	be	welcomed	with	an	enticing	deal	of	5	minutes	for	$4.99	if	its	your	first	time	booking	a	session	on	the	site.California	Psychics:	California	Psychics
provides	detailed	profiles	for	their	rigorously	vetted	psychic	readers.	The	user-friendly	website	makes	navigating	your	options	easy,	though	session	prices	will	vary.>>Get	50%	OFF	fortune	telling	on	KasambaWrapping	UpFortune	telling,	when	approached	with	an	open	mind	and	healthy	skepticism,	can	be	an	insightful	and	enlightening	experience.
Whether	youre	curious	about	your	future	or	seeking	a	deeper	understanding	of	yourself	and	the	universe,	consulting	a	reputable	fortune	teller	may	prove	beneficial.	Disclaimer:	This	article	contains	sponsored	marketing	content.	It	is	intended	for	promotional	purposes	and	should	not	be	considered	as	an	endorsement	or	recommendation	by	our
website.	Readers	are	encouraged	to	conduct	their	own	research	and	exercise	their	own	judgment	before	making	any	decisions	based	on	the	information	provided	in	this	article.	Practice	of	predicting	information	about	a	person's	life"Fortune	teller"	redirects	here.	For	the	form	of	origami,	see	Paper	fortune	teller.	For	other	uses,	see	Fortune	teller
(disambiguation).Gypsy	Fortune-Teller	(1841)	by	Taras	ShevchenkoPart	of	a	series	on	theParanormalMain	articlesAstral	projectionAstrologyAuraBilocationBreatharianismClairvoyanceClose	encounterCold	spotCrystal	gazingConjurationCryptozoologyDemonic	possessionDemonologyDoppelgngerEctoplasmElectronic	voice
phenomenonExorcismExtrasensory	perceptionForteanaFortune-tellingGhost	huntingHaunted	locationsIndiaUKUSMagicMediumshipMiracleOccultOrbOuijaParanormal	fictionParanormal	televisionPrecognitionPreternaturalPsychicPsychic	readingPsychometryReincarnationRemote	viewingRetrocognitionSpirit	photographySpirit	possessionSpirit
worldSpiritualismStone	TapeSupernaturalTelekinesisTelepathyTable-turningUfologySkepticismCold	readingCommittee	for	Skeptical	InquiryDebunkingHoaxJames	Randi	Educational	FoundationMagical	thinkingPrizes	for	evidence	of	the	paranormalPseudoskepticismScientific	literacyScientific	skepticismParapsychologyAnomalous
experiencesApparitional	experiencesEmpathFalse	awakeningHypnosisIdeomotor	phenomenonOut-of-body	experiencesParapsychologySynchronicityRelatedAnomalisticsArgument	from	ignoranceArgumentum	ad	populumBandwagon	effectBegging	the	questionCognitive	dissonanceCommunal	reinforcementFallacyFalsifiabilityFringe
scienceGroupthinkHypnosisJunk	scienceProtosciencePseudoscienceScientific	evidenceScientific	methodSuperstitionUncertaintyUrban	legendvteFortune-telling	is	the	spiritual	practice	of	predicting	information	about	a	person's	life.[1]	The	scope	of	fortune	telling	is	in	principle	identical	with	the	practice	of	divination.	The	difference	is	that	divination	is
the	term	used	for	predictions	considered	part	of	a	religious	ritual,	invoking	deities	or	spirits,	while	the	term	fortune	telling	implies	a	less	serious	or	formal	setting,	even	one	of	popular	culture,	where	belief	in	occult	workings	behind	the	prediction	is	less	prominent	than	the	concept	of	suggestion,	spiritual	or	practical	advisory	or	affirmation.Historically,
Pliny	the	Elder	describes	use	of	the	crystal	ball	in	the	1st	century	CE	by	soothsayers	("crystallum	orbis",	later	written	in	Medieval	Latin	by	scribes	as	orbuculum).[2]	Contemporary	Western	images	of	fortune	telling	grow	out	of	folkloristic	reception	of	Renaissance	magic,	specifically	associated	with	Romani	people.[1]	During	the	19th	and	20th	century,
methods	of	divination	from	non-Western	cultures,	such	as	the	I	Ching,	were	also	adopted	as	methods	of	fortune	telling	in	Western	popular	culture.An	example	of	divination	or	fortune	telling	as	purely	an	item	of	pop	culture,	with	little	or	no	vestiges	of	belief	in	the	occult,	would	be	the	Magic	8	Ball	sold	as	a	toy	by	Mattel,	or	Paul	the	Octopus,	an	octopus
at	the	Sea	Life	Aquarium	at	Oberhausen	used	to	predict	the	outcome	of	matches	played	by	the	Germany	national	football	team.[3]	There	is	opposition	to	fortune	telling	in	Christianity,	Islam,	Bahsm	and	Judaism	based	on	scriptural	prohibitions	against	divination.	Terms	for	one	who	claims	to	see	into	the	future	include	fortune	teller,	crystal-gazer,
spaewife,	seer,	soothsayer,	sibyl,	clairvoyant,	and	prophet;	related	terms	which	might	include	this	among	other	abilities	are	oracle,	augur,	and	visionary.	Fortune	telling	is	dismissed	by	skeptics	as	being	based	on	pseudoscience,	magical	thinking	and	superstition.The	Fortune	Teller,	by	Enrique	Simonet	(1899;	canvas;	Museo	de	Mlaga),	depicting	a
palm	readingChart	of	the	handThe	screene	of	fortune	here	behold,	fortune-telling	game,	c.16501750Common	methods	used	for	fortune	telling	in	Europe	and	the	Americas	include	astromancy,	horary	astrology,	pendulum	reading,	spirit	board	reading,	tasseography	(reading	tea	leaves	in	a	cup),	cartomancy	(fortune	telling	with	cards),	tarot	card
reading,	crystallomancy	(reading	of	a	crystal	sphere),	and	chiromancy	(palmistry,	reading	of	the	palms).	The	last	three	have	traditional	associations	in	the	popular	mind	with	the	Roma	and	Sinti	people.Another	form	of	fortune	telling,	sometimes	called	"reading"	or	"spiritual	consultation",	does	not	rely	on	specific	devices	or	methods,	but	rather	the
practitioner	gives	the	client	advice	and	predictions	which	are	said	to	have	come	from	spirits	or	in	visions:Aeromancy:	by	interpreting	atmospheric	conditions.Alectromancy:	by	observation	of	a	rooster	pecking	at	grain.Aleuromancy:	by	flour.Astrology:	by	the	movements	of	celestial	bodies.Astromancy:	by	the	stars.Augury:	by	the	flight	of
birds.Auramancy	by	someone's	aura	or	feelingsBazi	or	four	pillars:	by	hour,	day,	month,	and	year	of	birth.Bibliomancy:	by	books;	frequently,	but	not	always,	religious	texts.Cartomancy:	by	playing	cards,	tarot	cards,	or	oracle	cards.Ceromancy:	by	patterns	in	melting	or	dripping	wax.Chiromancy:	by	the	shape	of	the	hands	and	lines	in	the
palms.Chronomancy:	by	determination	of	lucky	and	unlucky	days.Clairvoyance:	by	spiritual	vision	or	inner	sight.Cleromancy:	by	casting	of	lots,	or	casting	bones	or	stones.Cold	reading:	by	using	visual	and	aural	clues.Crystallomancy:	by	crystal	ball	also	called	scrying.Extispicy:	by	the	entrails	of	animals.Face	reading:	by	means	of	variations	in	face	and
head	shape.Feng	shui:	by	earthen	harmony.Gastromancy:	by	stomach-based	ventriloquism	(historically).Geomancy:	by	markings	in	the	ground,	sand,	earth,	or	soil.Hafez	fal:	by	poems	of	fe-e	ShrzHaruspicy:	by	the	livers	of	sacrificed	animals.Horary	astrology:	the	astrology	of	the	time	the	question	was	asked.Hydromancy:	by	water.I	Ching	divination:	by
yarrow	stalks	or	coins	and	the	I	Ching.Kau	cim	by	means	of	numbered	bamboo	sticks	shaken	from	a	tube.Lithomancy:	by	stones	or	gems.Molybdomancy:	by	molten	metal	after	dumped	in	cold	water.Naeviology:	by	moles,	scars,	or	other	bodily	marks.Necromancy:	by	the	dead,	or	by	spirits	or	souls	of	the	dead.Nephomancy:	by	shapes	of
clouds.Numerology:	by	numbers.Oneiromancy:	by	dreams.Onomancy:	by	names.Onychomancy:	by	a	form	of	palmistry	looking	at	the	fingernails.Palmistry:	by	lines	and	mounds	on	the	hand.Parrot	astrology:	by	parakeets	picking	up	fortune	cardsPaper	fortune	teller:	origami	used	in	fortune-telling	games.Pendulum	reading:	by	the	movements	of	a
suspended	object.Pyromancy:	by	gazing	into	fire.Rhabdomancy:	divination	by	rods.Runecasting	or	Runic	divination:	by	runes.Scrying:	by	looking	at	or	into	reflective	objects.Spirit	board:	by	planchette	or	talking	board.Taromancy:	by	a	form	of	cartomancy	using	tarot	cards.Tasseography	or	tasseomancy:	by	tea	leaves	or	coffee	grounds.Romani	fortune
telling.	Facsimile	of	a	woodcut	in	Cosmographia	universalis	of	Sebastian	MnsterWestern	fortune	tellers	typically	attempt	predictions	on	matters	such	as	future	romantic,	financial,	and	childbearing	prospects.	Many	fortune	tellers	will	also	give	"character	readings".	These	may	use	numerology,	graphology,	palmistry	(if	the	subject	is	present),	and
astrology.	[citation	needed]In	contemporary	Western	culture,	it	appears	that	women	consult	fortune	tellers	more	than	men.[4]	Some	women	have	maintained	long	relationships	with	their	personal	readers.	Telephone	consultations	with	psychics	grew	in	popularity	through	the	1990s,	and	by	the	2010s	additional	contact	methods	such	as	email	and
videoconferencing	also	became	available,	but	none	of	these	have	completely	replaced	traditional	in-person	methods	of	consultation.[5]Main	article:	Children's	Fortune-Telling	GamesChildren's	fortune-telling	games	are	informal	activities	that	mimic	traditional	divination	practices,	often	serving	as	a	form	of	play	rather	than	serious	attempts	to	predict
the	future.	These	games	are	prevalent	in	various	cultures	and	have	been	documented	in	folklore	studies.	They	are	often	played	with	simple	objects	like	folded	paper	or	pencils	like	Mash	and	Cootie	Catchers.Storefront	psychic	fortune	teller	in	BostonDiscussing	the	role	of	fortune	telling	in	society,	Ronald	H.	Isaacs,	an	American	rabbi	and	author,
opined,	"Since	time	immemorial	humans	have	longed	to	learn	that	which	the	future	holds	for	them.	Thus,	in	ancient	civilization,	and	even	today	with	fortune	telling	as	a	true	profession,	humankind	continues	to	be	curious	about	its	future,	both	out	of	sheer	curiosity	as	well	as	out	of	desire	to	better	prepare	for	it."[6]Although	5000	years	ago,
soothsayers	were	prized	advisers	to	the	Assyrians,	they	lost	respect	and	reverence	during	the	rise	of	Reason	in	the	17th	and	18th	centuries.[7]With	the	rise	of	commercialism,	"the	sale	of	occult	practices	[adapted	to	survive]	in	the	larger	society,"	according	to	sociologists	Danny	L.	and	Lin	Jorgensen.[8]	Ken	Feingold,	writer	of	"Interactive	Art	as
Divination	as	a	Vending	Machine,"	stated	that	with	the	invention	of	money,	fortune	telling	became	"a	private	service,	a	commodity	within	the	marketplace".[9]As	J.	Peder	Zane	wrote	in	The	New	York	Times	in	1994,	referring	to	the	Psychic	Friends	Network,	"Whether	it's	3	P.M.	or	3	A.M.,	there's	Dionne	Warwick	and	her	psychic	friends	selling	advice
on	love,	money	and	success.	In	a	nation	where	the	power	of	crystals	and	the	likelihood	that	angels	hover	nearby	prompt	more	contemplation	than	ridicule,	it	may	not	be	surprising	that	one	million	people	a	year	call	Ms.	Warwick's	friends."[7]In	1994,	the	psychic	counsellor	Rosanna	Rogers	of	Cleveland,	Ohio,	explained	to	J.	Peder	Zane	that	a	wide
variety	of	people	consulted	her:	"Couch	potatoes	aren't	the	only	people	seeking	the	counsel	of	psychics	and	astrologers.	Clairvoyants	have	a	booming	business	advising	Philadelphia	bankers,	Hollywood	lawyers	and	CEO's	of	Fortune	500	companies...	If	people	knew	how	many	people,	especially	the	very	rich	and	powerful	ones,	went	to	psychics,	their
jaws	would	drop	through	the	floor."[7]	Rogers	"claims	to	have	4,000	names	in	her	rolodex."[7]Janet	Lee,	also	known	as	the	Greenwich	psychic,	claims	that	her	clientele	often	included	Wall	Street	brokers	who	were	looking	for	any	advantage	they	could	get.	Her	usual	fee	was	around	$150	for	a	session	but	some	clients	would	pay	between	$2,000	and
$9,000	per	month	to	have	her	available	24	hours	a	day	to	consult.[10]In	1982,	Danny	Jorgensen,	a	professor	of	Religious	Studies	at	the	University	of	South	Florida	offered	a	spiritual	explanation	for	the	popularity	of	fortune	telling.	He	said	that	people	visit	psychics	or	fortune	tellers	to	gain	self-understanding,[11]	and	knowledge	which	will	lead	to
personal	power	or	success	in	some	aspect	of	life.[12]In	1995,	Ken	Feingold	offered	a	different	explanation	for	why	people	seek	out	fortune	tellers:[9]We	desire	to	know	other	people's	actions	and	to	resolve	our	own	conflicts	regarding	decisions	to	be	made	and	our	participation	in	social	groups	and	economies.	...	Divination	seems	to	have	emerged	from
our	knowing	the	inevitability	of	death.	The	idea	is	clearwe	know	that	our	time	is	limited	and	that	we	want	things	in	our	lives	to	happen	in	accord	with	our	wishes.	Realizing	that	our	wishes	have	little	power,	we	have	sought	technologies	for	gaining	knowledge	of	the	future...	gain	power	over	our	own	[lives].Ultimately,	the	reasons	a	person	consults	a
diviner	or	fortune	teller	depend	on	cultural	and	personal	expectations.Traditional	fortune	tellers	vary	in	methodology,	generally	using	techniques	long	established	in	their	cultures	and	thus	meeting	the	cultural	expectations	of	their	clientele.In	the	United	States	and	Canada,	among	clients	of	European	ancestry,	palmistry	is	popular[13]	and,	as	with
astrology	and	tarot	card	reading,	advice	is	generally	given	about	specific	problems	besetting	the	client.Non-religious	spiritual	guidance	may	also	be	offered.	An	American	clairvoyant	by	the	name	of	Catherine	Adams	has	written,	"My	philosophy	is	to	teach	and	practice	spiritual	freedom,	which	means	you	have	your	own	spiritual	guidance,	which	I	can
help	you	get	in	touch	with."[14]In	the	African	American	community,	where	many	people	practice	a	form	of	folk	magic	called	hoodoo	or	rootworking,	a	fortune-telling	session	or	"reading"	for	a	client	may	be	followed	by	practical	guidance	in	spell-casting	and	Christian	prayer,	through	a	process	called	"magical	coaching".[15]In	addition	to	sharing	and
explaining	their	visions,	fortune	tellers	can	also	act	like	counselors	by	discussing	and	offering	advice	about	their	clients'	problems.[13]	They	want	their	clients	to	exercise	their	own	willpower.[16]A	fortune-telling	storefront	on	the	boardwalk	in	Point	Pleasant	Beach,	New	JerseySome	fortune	tellers	support	themselves	entirely	on	their	divination
business;	others	hold	down	one	or	more	jobs,	and	their	second	jobs	may	or	may	not	relate	to	the	occupation	of	divining.	In	1982,	Danny	L.,	and	Lin	Jorgensen	found	that	"while	there	is	considerable	variation	among	[these	secondary]	occupations,	[part-time	fortune	tellers]	are	over-represented	in	human	service	fields:	counseling,	social	work,	teaching,
health	care."[17]	The	same	authors,	making	a	limited	survey	of	North	American	diviners,	found	that	the	majority	of	fortune	tellers	are	married	with	children,	and	a	few	claim	graduate	degrees.[18]	"They	attend	movies,	watch	television,	work	at	regular	jobs,	shop	at	K-Mart,	sometimes	eat	at	McDonald's,	and	go	to	the	hospital	when	they	are	seriously
ill."[19]See	also:	Legality	of	fortune-tellingIn	1982,	the	sociologists	Danny	L.,	and	Lin	Jorgensen	found	that,	"when	it	is	reasonable,	[fortune	tellers]	comply	with	local	laws	and	purchase	a	business	license."[17]	However,	in	the	United	States,	a	variety	of	local	and	state	laws	restrict	fortune	telling,	require	the	licensing	or	bonding	of	fortune	tellers,	or
make	necessary	the	use	of	terminology	that	avoids	the	term	"fortune	teller"	in	favor	of	terms	such	as	"spiritual	advisor"	or	"psychic	consultant."	There	are	also	laws	that	outright	forbid	the	practice	in	certain	districts.For	instance,	fortune	telling	is	a	class	B	misdemeanor	in	the	state	of	New	York.	Under	New	York	State	law,	S	165.35:A	person	is	guilty
of	fortune	telling	when,	for	a	fee	or	compensation	which	he	directly	or	indirectly	solicits	or	receives,	he	claims	or	pretends	to	tell	fortunes,	or	holds	himself	out	as	being	able,	by	claimed	or	pretended	use	of	occult	powers,	to	answer	questions	or	give	advice	on	personal	matters	or	to	exercise,	influence	or	affect	evil	spirits	or	curses;	except	that	this
section	does	not	apply	to	a	person	who	engages	in	the	aforedescribed	conduct	as	part	of	a	show	or	exhibition	solely	for	the	purpose	of	entertainment	or	amusement.[20]Lawmakers	who	wrote	this	statute	acknowledged	that	fortune	tellers	do	not	restrict	themselves	to	"a	show	or	exhibition	solely	for	the	purpose	of	entertainment	or	amusement"	and
that	people	will	continue	to	seek	out	fortune	tellers	even	though	fortune	tellers	operate	in	violation	of	the	law.	In	the	states	of	Minnesota,	North	Carolina,	Oklahoma,	Pennsylvania,	and	Wisconsin,	all	forms	of	fortune-telling	are	illegal.[21]In	Australia,	fortune-telling	is	illegal	in	South	Australia	and	the	Northern	Territory.[22]Saudi	Arabia	also	bans	the
practice	outright,	considering	fortune	telling	to	be	sorcery	and	thus	contrary	to	Islamic	teaching	and	jurisprudence.	It	has	been	punishable	by	death.[23]In	the	United	Kingdom,	there	was	The	Fraudulent	Mediums	Act	1951	which	prohibited	a	person	from	claiming	to	be	a	fortune	teller	in	order	to	make	money	for	another	reason	than	the	purpose	of
entertainment.	This	act	was	repealed	in	2008,	and	replaced	by	The	Consumer	Protection	Act.[citation	needed]Josephine	and	the	Fortune-Teller	by	David	Wilkie,	1837Fortune	telling	is	easily	dismissed	by	critics	as	magical	thinking	and	superstition.[24][25][26]Skeptic	Bergen	Evans	suggested	that	fortune	telling	is	the	result	of	a	"nave	selection	of
something	that	have	happened	from	a	mass	of	things	that	haven't,	the	clever	interpretation	of	ambiguities,	or	a	brazen	announcement	of	the	inevitable."[27]	Other	skeptics	claim	that	fortune	telling	is	nothing	more	than	cold	reading.[28]A	large	amount	of	fraud	has	been	proven	in	the	practice	of	fortune	telling.[29]Fortune	telling	and	how	it	works
raises	many	critical	questions.	For	example,	fortune-telling	occurs	through	various	methods	such	as	psychic	readings	and	tarot	cards.	Similarly,	these	methods	are	largely	based	on	random	phenomena.	For	example,	astrologers	believe	that	the	movement	of	stars	in	the	sky	can	have	implications	on	one's	life.[30]	In	the	case	of	tarot	cards,	people
believe	that	images	displayed	on	the	cards	have	significant	meanings	on	their	lives.	However,	there	is	a	lack	of	evidence	to	support	why	such	things,	such	as	the	stars,	would	have	any	implications	on	our	lives.Additionally,	fortune-telling	readings	and	predictions	made	by	horoscopes,	for	example,	are	often	general	enough	to	apply	to	anyone.	In	cold
reading,	for	example,	readers	often	begin	by	stating	general	descriptions	and	continuing	to	make	specifics	based	on	the	reactions	they	receive	from	the	person	whose	life	they	are	predicting.[31]	The	tendency	for	people	to	deem	general	descriptions	as	being	representative	to	themselves	has	been	termed	the	Barnum	effect	and	has	been	studied	by
psychologists	for	many	years.[31]Nonetheless,	even	with	a	lack	of	evidence	supporting	the	various	methods	of	fortune-telling	and	the	many	frauds	that	have	occurred	by	psychic	readers,	amongst	others,	fortune-telling	continues	to	become	popular	around	the	world.	There	are	many	reasons	for	the	appealing	nature	of	fortune-telling	such	as	that
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Wikimedia	CommonsRetrieved	from	"	up	below	for	your	free	Soul	&	Prosper	guide.	With	the	help	of	this	guide,	youll	learn	the	ways	you	can	earn	money	as	a	Tarot	teacher:	Aspect	of	Chinese	history	and	culture"Li	the	half	wizard"	is	telling	fortune	for	a	young	man.The	fortune	teller	is	counting	a	woman,	in	the	late	19th	century.Chinese	fortune	telling,
better	known	as	Suan	ming	(Chinese:	;	pinyin:	Sunmng;	lit.	'fate	calculating')	has	utilized	many	varying	divination	techniques	throughout	the	dynastic	periods.	There	are	many	methods	still	in	practice	in	Mainland	China,	Taiwan,	Hong	Kong	and	other	Chinese-speaking	regions	such	as	Malaysia,	Indonesia	and	Singapore	today.	Over	time,	some	of	these
concepts	have	moved	into	Korean,	Japanese,	and	Vietnamese	culture	under	other	names.	For	example,	"Saju"	in	Korea	is	the	same	as	the	Chinese	four	pillar	(Chinese:	)	method.The	oldest	accounts	about	the	practice	of	Chinese	divination	describe	it	as	a	measure	for	"solving	doubts"	(e.g.	"Examination	of	doubts"	part	of	the	Great	Plan	zh:).	Two	well
known	methods	of	divination	included	b	(on	the	tortoise	shells)	and	sh	(on	the	stalks	of	milfoil	sh	).	Those	methods	were	sanctioned	by	the	royal	practice	since	Shang	and	Zhou	dynasties.	Divination	of	the	xiang	type	(by	appearance	of	the	human	body	parts,	animals	etc.),	however,	was	sometimes	criticized	(the	Xunzi,	"Against	divination").	Apparently,
the	latter	type	was	a	part	of	the	medical	and	veterinary	practice,	as	well	as	a	part	necessary	in	match-making	and	marketing	choices.	A	number	of	divination	techniques	developed	around	the	astronomic	observations	and	burial	practices	(see	Feng	shui,	Guan	Lu).The	dynastic	chronicles	preserve	a	number	of	reports	when	divination	was	manipulated
to	the	end	of	achieving	a	political	or	personal	goal.Fortune	teller	in	the	painting	of	the	Summer	Palace	long	corridor.A	diverse	culture	of	fortune	telling	that	prevailed	in	the	whole	society	came	about	during	the	Ming	Dynasty.[1]	This	article	is	going	to	mainly	explore	the	occupation	of	fortune-tellers	in	Ming,	including	their	professional	skills,	contact
with	clients,	and	social	impact.Some	literary	works	in	Ming	time	depicted	the	presence	of	various	types	of	fortune-tellers.	For	instance,	Story	13	in	Stories	to	Caution	the	World	by	Feng	Menglong	illustrates	the	feature	of	a	fortune-teller	with	a	bag	on	his	back,	a	cap	on	his	head,	a	black	double-collar	shirt	with	a	silk	waistband,	a	clean	pair	of	shoes
and	socks	on	his	feet,	and	a	scroll	of	writing	in	his	sleeves.[2]	Fortune	tellers	in	Ming	time	developed	their	business	in	a	variety	of	ways.	Some	of	them	would	travel	on	foot,	walking	street	by	street	and	holding	a	sign	describing	their	specialization.	Book	six	in	Stories	to	Caution	the	World	portrays	a	fortune	teller	who	walked	alone	on	the	road.	By
keeping	a	banner	with	the	phrase	Divine	Foresight,	the	fortune	teller	could	capture	the	client's	attention.[2]	Other	fortune	tellers	in	the	country	areas	would	also	set	up	booths	at	places	with	a	high	population	density,	such	as	the	city	entrance	and	temples.[3]Usually	there	is	no	strict	contract	on	the	payment	to	the	fortune	teller.	Therefore,	the	fortune
tellers	sometimes	need	to	deal	with	the	clients	about	the	fee.[4]	The	client	could	escape	from	paying	the	fortune	teller,	but	he	did	not	have	a	practical	solution	to	that.[5]	However,	there	are	also	cases	where	the	clients	would	be	willing	to	pay	extra	to	the	fortune-tellers	when	they	were	satisfied	with	the	result.[6]Street	fortune	teller	consults	with
client	in	Taichung,	Taiwan.A	physiognomer	carefully	examined	one's	body	such	as	facial	structure,	complexion,	body	shape,	and	bones.	A	physiognomer	made	his	calculations	mainly	based	on	the	structure	and	shapes	of	these	characteristics	of	one's	body,	where	an	auspicious	future	usually	manifested	on	an	ideal	body	feature.[7]The	first	and	the	most
basic	technique	that	a	physiognomer	would	use	was	to	take	a	look	at	the	facial	structure	and	the	general	body	shape	of	the	client.	Size	was	one	factor,	whereby	a	physiognomer	not	only	made	a	conclusion	based	on	the	size	of	a	specific	body	part,	but	also	the	areas	around	it.[8]	The	other	method	a	physiognomer	would	use	was	to	compare	the	facial
structure	of	the	client	to	animals,	which	possessed	distinctive	symbolism	and	meanings.	Through	this	connection,	the	physiognomer	was	able	to	make	a	general	extrapolation	of	one's	personality	and	career	path.	For	instance,	as	mentioned	in	Shenxiang	Quanbian,	the	look	of	a	tiger	suggests	intelligence,	ambition,	and	the	position	of	a	general.[9]A
physiognomer	could	reference	Shenxiang	Quanbian,	which	introduced	six	ways	to	read	specific	facial	parts;	for	instance,	one	way	to	divide	facial	structure	was	to	use	to	the	geomantic	theory	by	classifying	each	part	of	the	face	into	specific	mountains,	rivers,	and	planets.[10]	Furthermore,	the	other	commonly	used	analysis	was	based	on	the	concept	of
yearly	fortune,	where	it	groups	phases	of	life	up	to	the	age	of	ninety-nine	under	the	twelve	earthly	branches,	beginning	in	the	general	region	of	shen,	near	the	top	of	the	left	ear,	and	ending	at	xu,	on	the	left	cheek.[11]	On	this	account,	a	physiognomer	would	calculate	one's	fate	based	on	the	specific	facial	feature	which	represents	his	or	her	fortune	at
that	particular	age.[12]	Shifu	Meets	a	Friend	at	Tanque	by	Feng	Menglong	tells	a	story	between	a	physiognomer	and	Duke	of	Jin	named	Peidu	at	the	beginning	of	the	story,	in	which	the	physiognomer	predicted	Peidu's	career	path	and	wealth	in	few	years	based	on	the	appearance	of	the	region	under	Peidu's	eyes.[13]	In	this	story,	the	physiognomer
was	using	the	method	of	yearly	fortune,	and	his	object	of	the	technique	is	the	pattern	of	Peidu's	facial	feature.Besides	focusing	on	the	structure	and	details	of	the	face,	another	crucial	technique	for	fortune	tellers	was	to	look	at	one's	facial	color	to	determine	the	potential	success	or	failure	a	person	might	achieve.	For	example,	a	physiognomer	might
give	warning	to	his	client	if	he	or	she	had	a	relatively	dark	face	color.	Based	upon	this	fact,	even	though	the	way	physiognomers	judged	a	person's	facial	color	was	different	from	a	doctor,	he	would	still	need	to	possess	some	basic	medical	knowledge	to	establish	the	ground	for	this	calculation.[14]Another	important	technique	that	a	physiognomer
would	apply	to	tell	the	client's	fate	was	to	determine	one's	five	elements	by	looking	at	his	or	her	body	shape.[15]	Based	on	the	writings	of	Shenxiang	Quanbian,	a	physiognomer	would	pay	attention	to	one's	bones,	eyes,	shoulder,	eyebrows,	and	other	body	features	to	determine	one's	own	element,	and	then	make	the	calculation	of	the	client's	fate	based
on	their	five	elements.[16]	For	instance,	a	physiognomer	would	consider	the	client	as	a	water	person	if	he	had	a	round,	heavy,	and	blackish	appearance,	with	large	eyes,	thick	eyebrows,	hanging	stomach,	and	erect	shoulders.[17]	To	read	his	client	more	deeply,	he	needed	to	go	beyond	the	single	quality	of	a	specific	element	and	to	understand	the
complex	relationship	within	the	network	of	all	five	elements,	and	their	various	forms	of	manifestation	in	one's	body.[18]	Each	of	the	elements	can	create	a	significant	impact	on	the	other,	either	negative	or	positive.	The	characteristic	of	the	combination	of	any	of	these	elements	could	differ	from	person	to	person,	thus	leading	to	a	different	result	in	the
calculation	of	one's	fate.[19]	For	example,	when	a	man	of	wood	has	some	qualities	of	water	he	will	enjoy	honor	and	wealth,	and	will	be	above	normal	in	scholarly	undertakings.	[20]The	other	principal	way	in	physiognomy	is	to	determine	one's	fate	through	his	or	her	hands,	particularly	palms.	In	general	terms,	a	physiognomer	first	examines	the	shape
and	the	skin	of	one's	hand.	For	example,	a	physiognomer	would	consider	those	who	have	a	large	hand	as	fortunate	people.[21]	After	looking	at	the	shape	of	the	hand,	he	will	then	carefully	look	at	the	pattern	of	his	client's	palm.	A	physiognomer	would	determine	one's	fate	by	reading	the	structure	of	the	bumps	and	lines.	A	client's	palm	allowed	the
physiognomer	to	determine	the	client's	health,	wealth,	and	social	status.[22]Fortune-tellers	in	Ming	time	vastly	adopted	the	method	of	Ziping	divination,	which	was	first	introduced	by	a	famous	fate-calculator	named	Xu	Ziping.[23]Ziping's	method	focused	on	the	"ten	stems"	and	"twelve	branches"	of	a	person's	birth.	This	method	is	known	for	its
application	of	Four	Pillars	of	Destiny,	most	commonly	called	"Ba-Zi"	or	eight	characters,	to	calculate	one's	fate,	and	what	shaped	this	method	was	the	components	of	a	person's	year,	month,	day,	and	hour	of	birth.[24]	Through	combining	the	stem-branches	of	one's	birth	and	their	five	elements,	fortune	tellers	calculated	the	client's	fate	through	finding
the	mutual	relationship	between	these	two.[25]A	geomancer	examined	the	placement	of	homes	and	ancestral	tombs.	The	principle	was	to	seek	a	balance	within	the	universe	in	order	to	secure	a	promising	life	or	a	particular	event.	Therefore,	their	object	of	technique	is	the	house,	tomb,	time,	and	the	cosmos.[26]One	of	the	fundamental	techniques	for	a
geomancer	was	the	use	of	a	compass	(luopan)	as	their	tool	for	calculating	location	and	time.	A	regular	compass	contained	thirty-eight	rings,	which	interconnect	with	five	elements,	twelve	branches,	nine	stars	and	ten	stems;	therefore,	a	geomancer	needs	to	figure	out	the	particular	symbol	on	the	compass	that	can	represent	the	nature	of	a	location.[27]
For	example,	if	the	compass	shows	a	certain	spot	to	be	associated	with	the	planet	Mars,	and	if	the	agent	wood	is	to	the	left	of	this	point	while	water	is	to	the	right	of	it,	then	the	location	will	be	inauspicious	because	water	destroys	fire	and	fire	destroys	wood.[28]Geomancers	usually	claimed	expertise	in	geology	because	knowledge	of	geology	enabled
them	to	examine	mountains,	water,	direction,	and	soil.[29]Face	reading	()	This	is	the	interpretation	of	facial	features	of	the	nose,	eyes,	mouth	and	other	criteria	within	one's	face	and	the	conversion	of	those	criteria	into	predictions	for	the	future.	This	usually	covers	one	phase	of	the	client's	life,	and	reveals	the	type	of	luck	associated	with	a	certain	age
range.	A	positions	map	also	refers	to	different	points	on	the	face.	This	represents	the	person's	luck	at	different	ages.	The	upper	region	of	the	face	represents	youth,	the	middle	region	of	the	face	represents	middle	age,	and	the	lower	region	of	the	face	represents	old	age.Palm	reading	()	This	analyzes	the	positioning	of	palm	lines	for	love,	personality,
and	other	traits.	It	somewhat	resembles	Western	palmistry	in	technique.Kau	Cim	()	This	requires	the	shaking	of	a	bamboo	cylinder,	which	results	in	at	least	one	modified	incense	stick	leaving	the	cylinder.	The	Chinese	characters	inscribed	on	the	stick	are	analyzed	by	an	interpreter.	The	prediction	is	short	range,	as	it	covers	one	Chinese	calendar	year.
In	the	West,	this	method	has	been	popularized	under	the	trade-name	"Chi-Chi	sticks."Zi	wei	dou	shu	()	This	procedure,	sometimes	loosely	called	(Chinese:	,	pik	meng)	or	Purple	Star	Astrology	or	Emperor/Purple	(Star)	Astrology,	involves	the	client	seeking	an	advisor	with	a	mastery	of	the	Chinese	calendar.	Astrology	is	used	in	combination	with	the
Chinese	constellations,	four	pillars	of	destiny	and	the	five	elements	methods	of	divination.	The	result	is	a	translation	of	one's	destiny	path,	an	interpretation	of	a	predetermined	fate.	The	result	of	the	details	vary	depending	on	the	accuracy	of	the	original	four	pillars	information	the	client	provides	to	the	fortune-teller.	This	method	can	also	verify	unique
events	that	have	already	happened	in	one's	life.Bazi	()	This	method	is	undoubtedly	the	most	popular	of	Chinese	Fortune	Telling	methods,	and	the	most	accessible	one.	It	has	many	variants	in	practice	the	most	simple	one	called:	"Ziping	Bazi"	,	invented	by	Master	Ziping.	Generally	it	involves	taking	four	components	of	time,	the	hour	of	birth,	day,	month
and	year.	Each	a	pillar	from	the	Sixty	Jiazi	and	arranging	them	into	Four	Pillars.	The	Four	Pillars	are	then	analyzed	against	the	Daymaster,	the	Heavenly	Stem	for	the	Day	pillar.	It	is	a	form	of	Astrology	as	opposed	to	Fortune	Telling	or	Divination,	and	tells	one	about	his	or	her	destiny	in	life,	current	situation	and	area	for	most	successful	occupation.
Originally	Bazi	was	read	against	the	Year	Earthly	Branch,	then	focus	shifted	to	the	Month	Pillar,	then	finally	Master	Xu	Ziping	refined	and	remade	the	system	to	use	the	Heavenly	Stem	of	the	Day	Pillar	as	the	emphasis	and	focus	in	reading.	The	practice	for	reading	against	the	Year	Branch	is	the	origin	of	the	popular	Chinese	Horoscopes	for	your	Year
of	Birth.Wen	Wang	Gua	or	Man	Wong	Gua	()	-,[30][31]	also	known	as	Liu	Yao	()	or	Wu	Xing	Yi	()	sometimes	called	Wu	Xing	Yi	Shu	based	on	the	Wu	Xing.Mei	Hua	Yi	Shu	or	Mui	Fa	Yik	Sou	()	Figuratively	"Plum	flower	calculation",	sometimes	called	Mei	Hua	Xin	Yi.	\Mui	Fa	Yik	Sou,	Zi	wei	dou	shu,	Tik	Pan	San	Souzh:,	North	Pole	calculation,	South	Pole
calculation	are	five	main	calculation.[32]Qi	Men	Dun	Jia	()	also	known	as	Kei	Mun	Tun	Kap,	Dun	Jia	or	just	Dunjia/DunJia	or	sometimes	Qi	Men	or	Qimen/QiMen	Strange	Doors	and	the	Hidden	Jia,	The	Hidden	Jia	escaping	through	the	Strange	Doors,	Jia	is	given	priority	or	importance.	It	is	called	Dun	Jia	because	the	objective	of	this	Divination	is	to
protect	the	Jia	stem	and	move	it	to	a	safe	place,	wherever	it	may	be	found	in	the	Qi	Men	Dun	Jia	chart	or	paipan.	The	second	highest	form	of	Chinese	divination,	according	to	Jack	Sweeney.	Used	by	Liu	Bo	Wen	to	help	the	Ming	capture	the	throne.Yik	Lam	()Yin	Kam	()Yin	and	Yang	Bowl	()	based	on	Yin	and	yangTik	Pan	San	Sou	()Wong	Kek	Yin	Sou
()Seven	Major	and	Four	Minor	Stars	()Three	Generation	Life	()Yin	Kam	Fa	()Chin	Ting	Sou	()Leung	Tou	Kam	()	Figuratively	"dual	headed	suppress"Da	Liu	Ren	()	also	known	as	Liu	Ren	Shen	Ke,	or	just	Liu	Ren,	sometimes	called	Xiao	Liu	Ren	The	Six	Large	Rens	(Heavenly	Stem),	Ren	in	this	case	is	given	priority	or	importance.	It	is	called	Da	Liu	Ren
because	in	the	Sexegenary	cycle	there	are	Six	Rens	each	with	a	different	branch.	The	highest	and	most	accurate	form	of	Chinese	divination,	and	after	the	Song	Dynasty,	the	most	popular	in	imperial	China,	based	on	texts	found	in	the	caves	of	Dun	Huang.	References	to	Da	Liu	Ren	are	found	in	dynastic	histories	and	in	the	Romance	of	Three
Kingdoms.Tai	Yi	Shen	Shu	()	also	known	as	Taiyi	or	TaiYi	or	Tai	Yi	The	Great	Yi	God	Calculating,	Calculating	the	God	of	the	Great	Yi,	Yi	is	given	priority	or	importance.	Primarily	used	to	launch	wars	or	other	major	imperial	activities,	with	a	fortune	telling	component.Cheng	Gu	Ge	()	Songs	on	Weighing	Bones,	fortune	telling	method	by	Yuan	Tian	Gang
(),	involves	adding	up	the	"astrological	weight"	of	the	four	time	components	and	reading	the	total	weight	against	a	certain	poem,	thus	revealing	your	life	fate.	Another	method	was	by	Zhang	Zhong	(Taoist).[33]Zhou	Yi	()	also	known	as	Yi	Jing	or	I	Ching,	divination	according	to	the	book	of	changes.	Methods	include:	Computer	casting,	Yarrow	stalk
casting,	coin	casting,	paper	casting,	manual	casting	involves	the	yarrow	stalks	or	coins.Yi	Jing	NumerologyDate	and	Time	Yi	JingVisual	Yi	JingHuang	Ji	Jing	Shi	()-	Fortune	telling	method	based	on	the	book	by	Shao	Yong,	the	"Huang	Ji	Jing	Shi"He	Luo	Li	Shu	Fortune	telling	type	numerology	in	accordance	with	the	He	Tu/Hetu/HeTu	Diagram	or	the
Yellow	River	DiagramDi	Li	Feng	Shui	A	geomancy	based	art	of	divination.	Similar	to	Qi	Men	Dun	Jia.Jiu	Gong	Ming	Li	()	Aka	"9	Star	Ki"	or	"Chi"/"Qi",	also	called	"White	and	Purple	Star	Astrology"Name	Analysis	()	Analysis	of	the	name	in	Chinese	traditional	characters	on	its	impact	to	the	person.	This	is	often	used	in	conjunction	with	Bazi.There	were	a
great	variety	of	techniques	fortune	tellers	were	using,	and	those	methods	can	be	divided	into	six	categories:	astrology,	calendars,	bone-reading,	five	elements	(""),	dream	analysis,	and	analysis	of	physical	objects.[34]One	interesting	fact	is	that	Chinese	almanacs	were	refined	significantly	by	Jesuits.	Having	witnessed	a	more	accurate	prediction	of
astronomical	phenomena,	the	Ming	government	welcomed	the	Jesuits'	modification	of	Chinese	calendars	and	maintained	the	original	way	of	predicting	if	a	day	was	auspicious	or	inauspicious	in	the	new	calendars	that	were	improved	by	the	Jesuits.[35]In	Chinese	society,	fortune	telling	is	a	respected	and	important	part	of	social	and	business	culture.
Thus,	fortune	tellers	often	take	on	a	role	which	is	equivalent	to	management	consultants	and	psychotherapists	in	Western	society.	As	management	consultants,	they	advise	business	people	on	business	and	investment	decisions.	Many	major	business	decisions	involve	the	input	of	fortune	tellers.	Their	social	role	allows	decision	risks	to	be	placed	outside
of	the	organization	and	provides	a	mechanism	of	quickly	randomly	deciding	between	several	equally	useful	options.	As	psychotherapists,	they	help	people	discuss	and	resolve	personal	issues	without	the	stigma	of	illness.The	majority	of	the	physiognomers	recorded	in	the	gazetteers	are	not	identified.[36]	Some	of	the	fortune	tellers	were	from	poor
families,	and	they	entered	the	occupation	in	order	to	make	a	living.	Many	of	them	did	not	have	the	opportunity	to	study	for	the	civil	service	examination.[37]	Some	blind	people,	disqualified	from	other	occupations,	would	wander	on	the	streets	and	practice	physiognomy,	particular	the	method	of	touching	clients	bones	and	listening	to	their	voices.
[36]Many	fortune	tellers,	in	fact,	were	also	in	other	occupations,	and	they	practiced	fortune	tellings	either	for	a	secondary	occupation.	For	instance,	fortune	tellers	who	were	identified	in	the	records	were	usually	educated	men	from	higher	social	classes,	and	some	of	them	were	even	scholar-officials	who	played	significant	roles	in	government.[36]	For
instance,	the	Yuan	family	from	the	Ming	Dynasty,	who	was	the	major	contributor	to	the	book	of	Shenxiang	Quanbian,	was	also	well-educated	and	participated	in	the	central	government.[38]Others	practiced	it	merely	as	a	hobby,	where	they	formed	a	fortune-telling	community	with	other	elite	males.[37]	Zhu	Quan,	one	of	the	sons	of	Taizu,	was	fond	of
studying	the	knowledge	of	divination,	and	he	frequently	hung	around	with	other	literate	males	and	discussed	the	skills	of	divination.	He	also	wrote	books	about	astrology,	fate-calculation,	and	geomancy.[39]A	large	portion	of	the	clientele	were	those	who	were	preparing	for	the	civil	service	examination	and	hoping	to	obtain	a	position	in	the
government.	During	the	exam	period,	a	large	number	of	males	and	their	families	asked	fortune	tellers	for	their	chances	of	success	on	the	exam.[29]	For	instance,	a	student	after	taking	the	examination	came	to	a	fortuneteller	named	Cui	Zijun,	Cui	predicted	that	he	would	get	the	top	score,	and	when	the	results	were	released,	the	student	was	indeed	in
first	place.[40]	The	more	a	fortune-teller	could	correctly	predict	the	fate	of	clients,	the	better	his	reputation	and	credibility,	and	this	would	attract	more	clients	wishing	to	know	their	results	ahead	of	time.	Sometimes	a	famous	fortune-teller	would	sit	at	home,	with	a	long	line	of	clients	out	the	door	asking	for	a	prediction.[41]A	separate	group	of	fortune
tellers	relied	on	elite	and	imperial	clients.	For	example,	when	Taizu	went	off	to	battle,	he	would	bring	a	fortune	teller	named	He	Zhongli	with	him	because	he	always	made	accurate	predictions	on	the	result	of	the	battle.	He	Zhongli	was	later	rewarded	with	a	title	in	the	Bureau	of	Astronomy.[37]	Fortune	tellers	who	built	up	a	solid	reputation	could	gain
favors	from	the	emperors	and	obtain	upward	social	mobility.In	terms	of	the	clients	of	geomancers,	most	of	the	household	would	go	to	geomancers	when	they	needed	to	construct	houses,	choose	the	location	for	tombs,	and	hold	events.[42]	For	instance,	carpenters	would	be	their	clients	to	ask	for	the	recommended	layout	of	the	gate	and	the	home.
[43]In	addition,	many	clients	asked	for	advice	on	locating	tombs	to	fulfill	their	duties	of	filial	piety.	People	also	strongly	believed	that	through	burying	their	elders	into	auspicious	soil,	they	could	preserve	the	prosperity	of	their	families	into	the	next	generation.[29]	Specifically,	a	geomancer	needed	to	check	if	the	location	had	less	wind	but	more	water
so	that	the	deceased	would	be	able	to	peacefully	live	in	another	world	and	to	bless	the	family.	People	tended	to	attribute	the	well-being	of	their	family	to	the	geomancer's	professional	abilities.[29]Chinese	fortune	tellers	talked	to	different	classes	of	people.	Some	fortune	tellers	were	doing	their	business	on	the	streets	and	receiving	very	little	payment
(one	coin).	For	instance,	in	Ling	Mengzhu's	story,	the	main	character,	Wen	Ruoxu,	paid	one	coin	for	the	fortune	teller's	service.[44]	On	the	other	hand,	albeit	difficulty,	fortune	tellers	could	still	enter	the	government	and	became	officials	as	the	craftsman	in	divining.[45]	In	this	case,	fortune	tellers	could	serve	the	government	and	even	the	emperor.
Yuan	Gong,	a	fortune	teller	who	was	specialized	in	physiognomy,	successfully	predicted	that	Zhu	Di	would	be	the	emperor	of	Ming	and	persuaded	him	to	try	to	take	over	the	throne.[46]	Yuan	benefited	a	lot	from	the	early	support	of	Zhu	Di.	Both	Yuan	Gong	and	his	son	were	influential	physiognomists	who	participated	in	national	issues.[47]Generally,	a
fortune-teller	leads	the	conversation	with	the	client	by	asking	personal	questions.	During	this	process,	the	fortune-teller	analyzes	the	client's	choice	of	words	and	body	language.	He	pays	attention	to	not	only	the	direct	information	that	the	client	intends	to	reveal,	but	also	the	hidden	facts	about	the	client	that	he	or	she	might	not	want	to	bring	up	in	the
conversation.[48]	It	was	crucial	for	fortune	tellers	to	seek	a	balance	between	showing	off	their	knowledge	and	establishing	credibility	with	their	client.[49]Fortune	tellers	had	a	social	license	because	they	were	allowed	by	society	to	act	in	an	unusual	way;	for	example,	a	fortune	teller	was	allowed	to	examine	people's	bodies	and	to	make	judgments
based	on	them.	Furthermore,	some	fortune	tellers	who	practiced	bone-touching	were	also	allowed	by	society	to	touch	the	client's	body,	where	other	occupations	did	not	have	this	license.	Meanwhile,	a	fortune	teller	also	had	the	social	mandate	to	suggest	to	people	what	to	do	based	on	his	occupational	knowledge,	which	could	have	a	significant	impact
on	social	order.	During	the	reign	of	the	Wanli	Emperor,	some	greedy	officials	tried	to	exploit	more	mines	in	order	to	earn	more	profit,	but	this	affected	civilians	living	and	caused	chaos.	On	this	account,	a	geomancer	named	Wu	Peng	stopped	them	from	mining	by	telling	them	they	would	be	unfortunate	because	they	broke	the	balance	of	Feng	Shui.[50]
What's	more,	historical	records	show	that	one	reason	that	Chengzu	usurped	the	throne	from	his	nephew	was	that	a	physiognomer	named	Yuan	Gong	predicted	that	he	would	become	the	emperor.[51]Ending	up	as	an	official	doesn't	mean	that	those	fortune	tellers	could	all	enjoy	a	wonderful	life	like	Yuan's	family.	The	Jesuits,	who	played	an	important
role	in	reforming	the	calendars,	took	more	responsibility	after	they	were	acknowledged	by	the	Ming	government.	Since	they	became	officials,	it	was	their	responsibility	to	divine	when	the	auspicious	days	were	for	a	specific	task.	Unfortunately,	due	to	the	popularity	of	divination	in	China,	the	Jesuits	needed	to	do	the	calculation	very	often,	and	they	did
not	fully	understand	this	culture.[52]	Furthermore,	when	fortune	tellers	became	officials	they	also	encountered	attacks	from	other	officials.	One	sardonic	example	was	that	the	Jesuits,	as	specialists	in	astrology,	were	impeached	by	a	Chinese	scholar	because	of	an	inappropriate	date	they	chose	for	a	prince's	funeral.[52]Among	many	fortune	telling
methods,	one	of	them,	Tianshi	Dao	Order	("")	explicitly	limited	its	usage	at	their	early	period.	Tianshi	Dao's	precepts	warn	Tianshi	Dao	Taoists	that	they	should	not	divine	for	construction,	using	astrology,	and	divine	for	others,	not	even	practice	divining.[53]	These	precepts	were	possibly	written	in	the	third	century,	and	the	purpose	of	the	precepts	was
to	distinguish	the	Tianshidao	Taoists	from	other	Taoist	practitioners	who	also	knew	techniques	of	divination.	The	reason	behinds	the	precepts	was	that	divination	was	not	crucial	for	Tianshidao	at	the	primary	stage,	and	this	technique	just	served	to	establish	Tianshidao's	ritual	framework.[54]In	Feng	Menglong's	story,	the	fortune	tellers	were	unwilling
to	tell	Pei	Du	that	Pei	had	an	unfortunate	fate,	and	when	he	had	to	say,	he	asked	for	forgiveness	beforehand	and	refused	to	receive	any	payment.[55]	So,	some	fortune	tellers	knew	that	their	prediction	might	ruin	others'	mood,	but	this	was	their	job	to	tell	the	truth.	To	reach	a	compromise,	the	fortune	teller	in	Feng's	story	decided	to	not	take	money
from	the	poor	customer.	There	is	also	another	possibility	that	some	fortune	tellers	would	try	to	shock	their	clients	by	exaggerating	the	consequences	of	clients'	luck,	since	Ge	Hong,	a	famous	Daoist,	criticized	that	some	fortune	tellers	wildly	amplified	the	result	they	predicted	[53]Sometimes	fortune	telling	also	generates	killings.	When	Yuan	Gong	told
Zhu	Di,	the	prince	of	Yan,	that	Zhu	Di	would	be	the	emperor	of	Ming,[56]	Yuan	probably	noticed	that	his	words	would	help	Zhu	Di	make	his	decision.	Since	the	existing	young	emperor,	Jianwen,	would	not	just	let	his	uncle	take	his	throne,	and	after	Zhu	Di	examined	the	trade-offs	between	waiting	for	punishment	from	Jianwen	and	fighting	for	the
throne,	Yuan's	advice	could	be	the	last	straw	of	Zhu	Di's	final	decision.	In	1399,	Zhu	Di	declared	the	war	and	successfully	defeated	Jianwen	in	1402,	and	the	4-year	long	war	left	many	parts	of	northern	China	into	ruins.[57]	From	this	perspective,	fortune	telling	could	be	dangerous.Traditional	Chinese:	[58]Simplified	Chinese:	[59]Pinyin:	y	mng	r	yn	sn
fngshu	s	j	ynd	w	dsh,	li	mng	q	xing	b	jngshn	ji	jio	gurn	sh	yngshng.Jyutping:	jat1	meng6	ji6	wan6	saam1	fung1	seoi2	sei3	zik1	jam1	dak1	ng5	duk6	syu1,	...English	translation:	first	fate,	second	luck/fortune,	third	fengshui,	fourth	cultivate	good	merits,	fifth	education/study,	sixth	name,	seventh	face	(may	included	every	face	on	your	body,	mainly	your
head	&	palm),	eighth	honour	the	Heaven(sky)/Gods,	ninth	relations	with	valuable	/	high	rank	men,	tenth	keep	living	healthy	The	above	quote,	relating	to	the	"five	components"	of	the	good	or	ill	fortune	of	any	given	individual,	is	culturally	believed	to	have	come	from	Su	Shi	of	the	Song	dynasty.[60]	As	a	maxim,	it	continues	to	remain	popular	in	Chinese
culture	today.	Actual	interpretations	of	this	quotation	vary,	as	there	is	no	classical	text	explaining	what	Su	Shi	really	meant.	Some	claim	that	it	signified	that	a	person's	destiny	is	under	his	or	her	own	control	as	the	"five	components"	of	fortune	are	mathematically	one	more	than	the	classical	four	pillars	of	destiny,	which	implies	that	individuals	are	in
control	of	their	futures	on	top	of	their	natal	"born"	fates.[60]	Other	interpretations	may	suggest	that	the	order	in	which	the	components	are	stated	are	important	in	determining	the	course	of	person's	life:	For	example,	education	(the	fifth	fortune)	is	not	useful	if	fate	(the	first	fortune)	does	not	put	you	in	the	proper	place	at	the	beginning	of	your	life.
Other	interpretations	may	suggest	that	there	is	no	inherent	order	to	the	sequence,	but	that	they	are	just	a	list	of	the	five	components	of	a	person's	fortune."Many	points	lead	to	one	point"	is	an	ancient	Chinese	proverb,	originating	from	the	Jiangxi	province.	It	refers	to	an	ancient	battle	between	the	powers	of	good	and	evil,	one	of	the	founding	schools
of	thought	of	the	Chinese	formation	myth.	The	giants	of	evil	used	tweezers	(approximate	translation)	to	stab	their	opponents,	whilst	the	dragon	fairies	had	none	and	were	losing.	Wang	won	ju	of	the	Good	army	then	devised	a	cunning	plan	to	divide	the	tweezers	into	two,	wherein	the	giants	vicariously	stabbed	themselves	and	Good	triumphed.The	moral
of	this	story	is	that	focusing	on	one	task	rather	than	two	always	brings	greater	results.Whilst	not	frequently	used	since	ethnic	tensions	in	the	cultural	revolution	of	1966,	it	still	has	great	meaning	to	a	small	minority	in	rural	regions	of	Jiangxi.[citation	needed]Chinese	astrologyChinese	numerologyChinese	spiritual	world	conceptsDa	Liu
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Boulder,	Colorado	and	Oxford	England:	Westview	Press,	1991.	Archived	2009-12-14	at	the	Wayback	MachineRetrieved	from	"	Fortune	telling.	You	might	imagine	a	woman	in	a	shawl	peering	over	her	glowing	green	ball	in	some	ramshackle	tent	at	the	back	of	the	local	fair	when	the	words	come	to	mind.	In	some	cases,	this	could	be	a	rather	accurate
depiction,	(although	her	predictions	may	not	be).	In	others,	however,	reality	may	be	different.	Some	soothsayers	may	not	have	had	a	crystal	ball	in	their	lap,	but	somehow	they	came	up	with	precise	and	correct	predictions	of	what	was	to	come.	How	did	they	do	it?	Foretelling	the	future	remains	a	pseudoscience,	if	you	can	even	call	it	that,	and	how
some	people	have	accurately	predicted	major	events	in	history	remains	a	puzzle.	Who	are	they	and	what	did	they	see?	Check	out	this	group	of	impressive	prophets	throughout	history,	and	draw	your	own	conclusions.	The	Pythia	Lycurgus	Consulting	the	PythiaI.	mage	credit:	Eugne	Delacroix	/	Public	domain	Predicting	the	future	is	not	something	that	is



native	to	modern	times.	Many	cultures	have	practiced	the	act	in	one	form	or	another	throughout	history,	and	ancient	Greece	was	no	exception.	The	Pythia	was	the	priestess	who	prophesized	at	a	place	called	Pytho.	This	began	around	the	8th	century	BC	as	the	Oracle	of	Delphi.	The	Pythia	did	so	in	a	sanctuary	dedicated	to	the	Greek	god	Apollo.	It	is
said	that	this	priestess,	who	was	chosen	from	among	a	group	of	priestesses	at	the	temple,	had	to	dedicate	herself	to	being	the	Pythia	exclusively	and	give	up	any	and	all	family	obligations	once	selected.	People	seeking	her	counsel	brought	the	priestess	offerings	of	money	and	sacrificed	animals	for	her	words.	She	was	known	to	go	into	a	frenzy	while
predicting	things	like	wars,	political	moves	and	solutions	to	national	problems.	Nostrodamus	Also	known	as	Michel	de	Nostredame,	this	famous	fortune	teller	really	went	all-out.	He	published	a	book	back	in	1555	in	France	that	claimed	to	predict	numerous	future	events	through	poems.	Some	people	say	there	is	nothing	to	them,	and	that	when
translated	properly,	they	show	the	reader	vague	predictions	that	can	be	very	loosely	interpreted	and	applied	to	many	things.	Others,	however,	say	the	man	was	a	genius	with	a	clear	gaze	into	the	future.	What	did	he	predict?	Some	say	Nostrodamus	foretold	the	great	fire	of	London	that	took	place	in	1666,	the	French	Revolution,	Louis	Pasteurs	work	as
the	godfather	of	vaccines,	the	rise	of	Adolf	Hitler,	the	bombing	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki,	JFKs	assassination	and	September	11th,	2001,	to	name	a	few.	Not	bad	for	one	mind	and	one	book.	Daniel	Dunglas	Home	Daniel	Dunglas	Home.	Image	credit:	Wikimedia.org	Daniel	Dunglas	Home	was	alive	in	the	1800s	in	the	United	States	and	made	his	name
by	healing	the	sick	and	communicating	with	the	dead	families	and	friends	of	his	clients.	Home	was	originally	from	Scotland	but	moved	to	the	United	States	as	a	child,	and	went	onto	become	a	well-known	physical	medium	and	self-professed	clair-voyant	who	gained	fame	with	the	elite	on	the	east	coast.	He	was	famous	for	his	so-called	ability	to	let
spirits	speak	directly	through	him.	He	also	gained	a	following	for	his	ability	to	levitate.	Tables	would	dance	in	his	presence,	and	history	has	it	that	he	is	said	to	have	even	levitated	his	own	body	to	the	ceiling	in	some	seances.	Many	called	Home	a	fraud	steeped	in	trickery,	but	others	backed	his	act,	claiming	it	to	be	tried	and	true	magic.	Edgar	Cayce
Have	you	ever	felt	really	connected	with	the	world?	Has	it	ever	happend	while	you	were	sleeping?	You	may	have	found	a	friend	in	Edgar	Cayce.	In	fact,	he	felt	so	at	home	while	in	a	self-induced	sleep	state	that	he	claimed	his	subconscious	mind	would	actually	leave	his	body	and	travel	to	the	land	of	the	spirits.	Here,	it	would	collect	knowledge	about
the	future.	It	would	then	bring	this	back	to	the	land	of	the	living,	where	he	would	pass	it	onto	his	clients.	Some	say	Cayce	predicted	the	stock	market	crash	of	1929	that	led	to	the	Great	Depression.	He	is	also	said	to	have	foretold	World	War	II,	the	shifting	of	the	Earths	magnetic	poles,	the	collapse	of	the	Soviet	Union	and	an	alliance	occurring	between
the	United	States	and	Russia.	Jean	Dixon	Jean	Dixon.	Image	credit:	Wikimedia.org	Jean	Dixon	began	her	career	as	an	astrologist	writing	in	a	syndicated	column	in	newspapers	in	the	1900s	in	the	United	States.	She	wrote	several	best-selling	books,	including	an	astrological	cook	book	and	horoscopes	for	animals.	Like	many	other	modern-day	psychics,
Dixon	famously	predicted	president	John	F.	Kennedys	assassination.	She	also	advised	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt	during	WWII,	and	gave	advice	to	Richard	Nixon	while	in	office,	in	the	face	of	terrorism	on	U.S	soil.	Dixon	had	a	wide	audience.	According	to	Oprah,	she	foretold	her	huge	career	and	fame	to	come	in	a	conversation	back	in	1977.	Baba
Vanga	Baba	Vanga.	Image	credit:	www.republicworld.com	Do	you	think	you	need	a	great	pair	of	eyes	to	see	what	others	cannot?	Perhaps	it	depends	on	your	definition	of	sight.	One	the	most	famous	clairvoyants	in	Bulgaria	was	Baba	Vanga,	or	Grandmother	Vanga.	Born	with	proper	eye	sight,	she	is	said	to	have	gradually	lost	it	after	suffering	through	a
large	natural	disaster	best	described	as	a	tornado.	She	says	it	lifted	her	up	and	threw	her	a	great	distance.	The	injuries	she	sustained	when	hitting	the	ground	caused	her	to	slowly	lose	her	eyesight.	Babb	Vanga	is	said	to	have	predicted	9/11,	Brexit,	Thailands	tsunami	of	2004,	future	time	travel	in	2304,	Trump	and	Putins	lives	being	in	danger	in	2020,
and	terrorism	acts	by	Muslim	extremists	to	name	a	few	events.	Was	she	truly	gifted	with	intelligence	beyond	that	of	the	rest	of	us,	or	just	a	wild	imagination?	As	it	is	with	all	other	fortune	tellers,	psychics,	clairvoyants	and	mediums,	it	is	impossible	to	prove	concretely	whether	she	was	truly	gifted	or	not.	Extremely	precise	predictions	remain	elusive,
but	many	of	general	statements	have	come	true.	What	do	you	think,	truth	or	fiction?	The	answer,	at	least	for	the	moment,	seems	to	lie	in	the	mind	of	the	listener.	Practice	of	predicting	information	about	a	person's	life"Fortune	teller"	redirects	here.	For	the	form	of	origami,	see	Paper	fortune	teller.	For	other	uses,	see	Fortune	teller
(disambiguation).Gypsy	Fortune-Teller	(1841)	by	Taras	ShevchenkoPart	of	a	series	on	theParanormalMain	articlesAstral	projectionAstrologyAuraBilocationBreatharianismClairvoyanceClose	encounterCold	spotCrystal	gazingConjurationCryptozoologyDemonic	possessionDemonologyDoppelgngerEctoplasmElectronic	voice
phenomenonExorcismExtrasensory	perceptionForteanaFortune-tellingGhost	huntingHaunted	locationsIndiaUKUSMagicMediumshipMiracleOccultOrbOuijaParanormal	fictionParanormal	televisionPrecognitionPreternaturalPsychicPsychic	readingPsychometryReincarnationRemote	viewingRetrocognitionSpirit	photographySpirit	possessionSpirit
worldSpiritualismStone	TapeSupernaturalTelekinesisTelepathyTable-turningUfologySkepticismCold	readingCommittee	for	Skeptical	InquiryDebunkingHoaxJames	Randi	Educational	FoundationMagical	thinkingPrizes	for	evidence	of	the	paranormalPseudoskepticismScientific	literacyScientific	skepticismParapsychologyAnomalous
experiencesApparitional	experiencesEmpathFalse	awakeningHypnosisIdeomotor	phenomenonOut-of-body	experiencesParapsychologySynchronicityRelatedAnomalisticsArgument	from	ignoranceArgumentum	ad	populumBandwagon	effectBegging	the	questionCognitive	dissonanceCommunal	reinforcementFallacyFalsifiabilityFringe
scienceGroupthinkHypnosisJunk	scienceProtosciencePseudoscienceScientific	evidenceScientific	methodSuperstitionUncertaintyUrban	legendvteFortune-telling	is	the	spiritual	practice	of	predicting	information	about	a	person's	life.[1]	The	scope	of	fortune	telling	is	in	principle	identical	with	the	practice	of	divination.	The	difference	is	that	divination	is
the	term	used	for	predictions	considered	part	of	a	religious	ritual,	invoking	deities	or	spirits,	while	the	term	fortune	telling	implies	a	less	serious	or	formal	setting,	even	one	of	popular	culture,	where	belief	in	occult	workings	behind	the	prediction	is	less	prominent	than	the	concept	of	suggestion,	spiritual	or	practical	advisory	or	affirmation.Historically,
Pliny	the	Elder	describes	use	of	the	crystal	ball	in	the	1st	century	CE	by	soothsayers	("crystallum	orbis",	later	written	in	Medieval	Latin	by	scribes	as	orbuculum).[2]	Contemporary	Western	images	of	fortune	telling	grow	out	of	folkloristic	reception	of	Renaissance	magic,	specifically	associated	with	Romani	people.[1]	During	the	19th	and	20th	century,
methods	of	divination	from	non-Western	cultures,	such	as	the	I	Ching,	were	also	adopted	as	methods	of	fortune	telling	in	Western	popular	culture.An	example	of	divination	or	fortune	telling	as	purely	an	item	of	pop	culture,	with	little	or	no	vestiges	of	belief	in	the	occult,	would	be	the	Magic	8	Ball	sold	as	a	toy	by	Mattel,	or	Paul	the	Octopus,	an	octopus
at	the	Sea	Life	Aquarium	at	Oberhausen	used	to	predict	the	outcome	of	matches	played	by	the	Germany	national	football	team.[3]	There	is	opposition	to	fortune	telling	in	Christianity,	Islam,	Bahsm	and	Judaism	based	on	scriptural	prohibitions	against	divination.	Terms	for	one	who	claims	to	see	into	the	future	include	fortune	teller,	crystal-gazer,
spaewife,	seer,	soothsayer,	sibyl,	clairvoyant,	and	prophet;	related	terms	which	might	include	this	among	other	abilities	are	oracle,	augur,	and	visionary.	Fortune	telling	is	dismissed	by	skeptics	as	being	based	on	pseudoscience,	magical	thinking	and	superstition.The	Fortune	Teller,	by	Enrique	Simonet	(1899;	canvas;	Museo	de	Mlaga),	depicting	a
palm	readingChart	of	the	handThe	screene	of	fortune	here	behold,	fortune-telling	game,	c.16501750Common	methods	used	for	fortune	telling	in	Europe	and	the	Americas	include	astromancy,	horary	astrology,	pendulum	reading,	spirit	board	reading,	tasseography	(reading	tea	leaves	in	a	cup),	cartomancy	(fortune	telling	with	cards),	tarot	card
reading,	crystallomancy	(reading	of	a	crystal	sphere),	and	chiromancy	(palmistry,	reading	of	the	palms).	The	last	three	have	traditional	associations	in	the	popular	mind	with	the	Roma	and	Sinti	people.Another	form	of	fortune	telling,	sometimes	called	"reading"	or	"spiritual	consultation",	does	not	rely	on	specific	devices	or	methods,	but	rather	the
practitioner	gives	the	client	advice	and	predictions	which	are	said	to	have	come	from	spirits	or	in	visions:Aeromancy:	by	interpreting	atmospheric	conditions.Alectromancy:	by	observation	of	a	rooster	pecking	at	grain.Aleuromancy:	by	flour.Astrology:	by	the	movements	of	celestial	bodies.Astromancy:	by	the	stars.Augury:	by	the	flight	of
birds.Auramancy	by	someone's	aura	or	feelingsBazi	or	four	pillars:	by	hour,	day,	month,	and	year	of	birth.Bibliomancy:	by	books;	frequently,	but	not	always,	religious	texts.Cartomancy:	by	playing	cards,	tarot	cards,	or	oracle	cards.Ceromancy:	by	patterns	in	melting	or	dripping	wax.Chiromancy:	by	the	shape	of	the	hands	and	lines	in	the
palms.Chronomancy:	by	determination	of	lucky	and	unlucky	days.Clairvoyance:	by	spiritual	vision	or	inner	sight.Cleromancy:	by	casting	of	lots,	or	casting	bones	or	stones.Cold	reading:	by	using	visual	and	aural	clues.Crystallomancy:	by	crystal	ball	also	called	scrying.Extispicy:	by	the	entrails	of	animals.Face	reading:	by	means	of	variations	in	face	and
head	shape.Feng	shui:	by	earthen	harmony.Gastromancy:	by	stomach-based	ventriloquism	(historically).Geomancy:	by	markings	in	the	ground,	sand,	earth,	or	soil.Hafez	fal:	by	poems	of	fe-e	ShrzHaruspicy:	by	the	livers	of	sacrificed	animals.Horary	astrology:	the	astrology	of	the	time	the	question	was	asked.Hydromancy:	by	water.I	Ching	divination:	by
yarrow	stalks	or	coins	and	the	I	Ching.Kau	cim	by	means	of	numbered	bamboo	sticks	shaken	from	a	tube.Lithomancy:	by	stones	or	gems.Molybdomancy:	by	molten	metal	after	dumped	in	cold	water.Naeviology:	by	moles,	scars,	or	other	bodily	marks.Necromancy:	by	the	dead,	or	by	spirits	or	souls	of	the	dead.Nephomancy:	by	shapes	of
clouds.Numerology:	by	numbers.Oneiromancy:	by	dreams.Onomancy:	by	names.Onychomancy:	by	a	form	of	palmistry	looking	at	the	fingernails.Palmistry:	by	lines	and	mounds	on	the	hand.Parrot	astrology:	by	parakeets	picking	up	fortune	cardsPaper	fortune	teller:	origami	used	in	fortune-telling	games.Pendulum	reading:	by	the	movements	of	a
suspended	object.Pyromancy:	by	gazing	into	fire.Rhabdomancy:	divination	by	rods.Runecasting	or	Runic	divination:	by	runes.Scrying:	by	looking	at	or	into	reflective	objects.Spirit	board:	by	planchette	or	talking	board.Taromancy:	by	a	form	of	cartomancy	using	tarot	cards.Tasseography	or	tasseomancy:	by	tea	leaves	or	coffee	grounds.Romani	fortune
telling.	Facsimile	of	a	woodcut	in	Cosmographia	universalis	of	Sebastian	MnsterWestern	fortune	tellers	typically	attempt	predictions	on	matters	such	as	future	romantic,	financial,	and	childbearing	prospects.	Many	fortune	tellers	will	also	give	"character	readings".	These	may	use	numerology,	graphology,	palmistry	(if	the	subject	is	present),	and
astrology.	[citation	needed]In	contemporary	Western	culture,	it	appears	that	women	consult	fortune	tellers	more	than	men.[4]	Some	women	have	maintained	long	relationships	with	their	personal	readers.	Telephone	consultations	with	psychics	grew	in	popularity	through	the	1990s,	and	by	the	2010s	additional	contact	methods	such	as	email	and
videoconferencing	also	became	available,	but	none	of	these	have	completely	replaced	traditional	in-person	methods	of	consultation.[5]Main	article:	Children's	Fortune-Telling	GamesChildren's	fortune-telling	games	are	informal	activities	that	mimic	traditional	divination	practices,	often	serving	as	a	form	of	play	rather	than	serious	attempts	to	predict
the	future.	These	games	are	prevalent	in	various	cultures	and	have	been	documented	in	folklore	studies.	They	are	often	played	with	simple	objects	like	folded	paper	or	pencils	like	Mash	and	Cootie	Catchers.Storefront	psychic	fortune	teller	in	BostonDiscussing	the	role	of	fortune	telling	in	society,	Ronald	H.	Isaacs,	an	American	rabbi	and	author,
opined,	"Since	time	immemorial	humans	have	longed	to	learn	that	which	the	future	holds	for	them.	Thus,	in	ancient	civilization,	and	even	today	with	fortune	telling	as	a	true	profession,	humankind	continues	to	be	curious	about	its	future,	both	out	of	sheer	curiosity	as	well	as	out	of	desire	to	better	prepare	for	it."[6]Although	5000	years	ago,
soothsayers	were	prized	advisers	to	the	Assyrians,	they	lost	respect	and	reverence	during	the	rise	of	Reason	in	the	17th	and	18th	centuries.[7]With	the	rise	of	commercialism,	"the	sale	of	occult	practices	[adapted	to	survive]	in	the	larger	society,"	according	to	sociologists	Danny	L.	and	Lin	Jorgensen.[8]	Ken	Feingold,	writer	of	"Interactive	Art	as
Divination	as	a	Vending	Machine,"	stated	that	with	the	invention	of	money,	fortune	telling	became	"a	private	service,	a	commodity	within	the	marketplace".[9]As	J.	Peder	Zane	wrote	in	The	New	York	Times	in	1994,	referring	to	the	Psychic	Friends	Network,	"Whether	it's	3	P.M.	or	3	A.M.,	there's	Dionne	Warwick	and	her	psychic	friends	selling	advice
on	love,	money	and	success.	In	a	nation	where	the	power	of	crystals	and	the	likelihood	that	angels	hover	nearby	prompt	more	contemplation	than	ridicule,	it	may	not	be	surprising	that	one	million	people	a	year	call	Ms.	Warwick's	friends."[7]In	1994,	the	psychic	counsellor	Rosanna	Rogers	of	Cleveland,	Ohio,	explained	to	J.	Peder	Zane	that	a	wide
variety	of	people	consulted	her:	"Couch	potatoes	aren't	the	only	people	seeking	the	counsel	of	psychics	and	astrologers.	Clairvoyants	have	a	booming	business	advising	Philadelphia	bankers,	Hollywood	lawyers	and	CEO's	of	Fortune	500	companies...	If	people	knew	how	many	people,	especially	the	very	rich	and	powerful	ones,	went	to	psychics,	their
jaws	would	drop	through	the	floor."[7]	Rogers	"claims	to	have	4,000	names	in	her	rolodex."[7]Janet	Lee,	also	known	as	the	Greenwich	psychic,	claims	that	her	clientele	often	included	Wall	Street	brokers	who	were	looking	for	any	advantage	they	could	get.	Her	usual	fee	was	around	$150	for	a	session	but	some	clients	would	pay	between	$2,000	and
$9,000	per	month	to	have	her	available	24	hours	a	day	to	consult.[10]In	1982,	Danny	Jorgensen,	a	professor	of	Religious	Studies	at	the	University	of	South	Florida	offered	a	spiritual	explanation	for	the	popularity	of	fortune	telling.	He	said	that	people	visit	psychics	or	fortune	tellers	to	gain	self-understanding,[11]	and	knowledge	which	will	lead	to
personal	power	or	success	in	some	aspect	of	life.[12]In	1995,	Ken	Feingold	offered	a	different	explanation	for	why	people	seek	out	fortune	tellers:[9]We	desire	to	know	other	people's	actions	and	to	resolve	our	own	conflicts	regarding	decisions	to	be	made	and	our	participation	in	social	groups	and	economies.	...	Divination	seems	to	have	emerged	from
our	knowing	the	inevitability	of	death.	The	idea	is	clearwe	know	that	our	time	is	limited	and	that	we	want	things	in	our	lives	to	happen	in	accord	with	our	wishes.	Realizing	that	our	wishes	have	little	power,	we	have	sought	technologies	for	gaining	knowledge	of	the	future...	gain	power	over	our	own	[lives].Ultimately,	the	reasons	a	person	consults	a
diviner	or	fortune	teller	depend	on	cultural	and	personal	expectations.Traditional	fortune	tellers	vary	in	methodology,	generally	using	techniques	long	established	in	their	cultures	and	thus	meeting	the	cultural	expectations	of	their	clientele.In	the	United	States	and	Canada,	among	clients	of	European	ancestry,	palmistry	is	popular[13]	and,	as	with
astrology	and	tarot	card	reading,	advice	is	generally	given	about	specific	problems	besetting	the	client.Non-religious	spiritual	guidance	may	also	be	offered.	An	American	clairvoyant	by	the	name	of	Catherine	Adams	has	written,	"My	philosophy	is	to	teach	and	practice	spiritual	freedom,	which	means	you	have	your	own	spiritual	guidance,	which	I	can
help	you	get	in	touch	with."[14]In	the	African	American	community,	where	many	people	practice	a	form	of	folk	magic	called	hoodoo	or	rootworking,	a	fortune-telling	session	or	"reading"	for	a	client	may	be	followed	by	practical	guidance	in	spell-casting	and	Christian	prayer,	through	a	process	called	"magical	coaching".[15]In	addition	to	sharing	and
explaining	their	visions,	fortune	tellers	can	also	act	like	counselors	by	discussing	and	offering	advice	about	their	clients'	problems.[13]	They	want	their	clients	to	exercise	their	own	willpower.[16]A	fortune-telling	storefront	on	the	boardwalk	in	Point	Pleasant	Beach,	New	JerseySome	fortune	tellers	support	themselves	entirely	on	their	divination
business;	others	hold	down	one	or	more	jobs,	and	their	second	jobs	may	or	may	not	relate	to	the	occupation	of	divining.	In	1982,	Danny	L.,	and	Lin	Jorgensen	found	that	"while	there	is	considerable	variation	among	[these	secondary]	occupations,	[part-time	fortune	tellers]	are	over-represented	in	human	service	fields:	counseling,	social	work,	teaching,
health	care."[17]	The	same	authors,	making	a	limited	survey	of	North	American	diviners,	found	that	the	majority	of	fortune	tellers	are	married	with	children,	and	a	few	claim	graduate	degrees.[18]	"They	attend	movies,	watch	television,	work	at	regular	jobs,	shop	at	K-Mart,	sometimes	eat	at	McDonald's,	and	go	to	the	hospital	when	they	are	seriously
ill."[19]See	also:	Legality	of	fortune-tellingIn	1982,	the	sociologists	Danny	L.,	and	Lin	Jorgensen	found	that,	"when	it	is	reasonable,	[fortune	tellers]	comply	with	local	laws	and	purchase	a	business	license."[17]	However,	in	the	United	States,	a	variety	of	local	and	state	laws	restrict	fortune	telling,	require	the	licensing	or	bonding	of	fortune	tellers,	or
make	necessary	the	use	of	terminology	that	avoids	the	term	"fortune	teller"	in	favor	of	terms	such	as	"spiritual	advisor"	or	"psychic	consultant."	There	are	also	laws	that	outright	forbid	the	practice	in	certain	districts.For	instance,	fortune	telling	is	a	class	B	misdemeanor	in	the	state	of	New	York.	Under	New	York	State	law,	S	165.35:A	person	is	guilty
of	fortune	telling	when,	for	a	fee	or	compensation	which	he	directly	or	indirectly	solicits	or	receives,	he	claims	or	pretends	to	tell	fortunes,	or	holds	himself	out	as	being	able,	by	claimed	or	pretended	use	of	occult	powers,	to	answer	questions	or	give	advice	on	personal	matters	or	to	exercise,	influence	or	affect	evil	spirits	or	curses;	except	that	this
section	does	not	apply	to	a	person	who	engages	in	the	aforedescribed	conduct	as	part	of	a	show	or	exhibition	solely	for	the	purpose	of	entertainment	or	amusement.[20]Lawmakers	who	wrote	this	statute	acknowledged	that	fortune	tellers	do	not	restrict	themselves	to	"a	show	or	exhibition	solely	for	the	purpose	of	entertainment	or	amusement"	and
that	people	will	continue	to	seek	out	fortune	tellers	even	though	fortune	tellers	operate	in	violation	of	the	law.	In	the	states	of	Minnesota,	North	Carolina,	Oklahoma,	Pennsylvania,	and	Wisconsin,	all	forms	of	fortune-telling	are	illegal.[21]In	Australia,	fortune-telling	is	illegal	in	South	Australia	and	the	Northern	Territory.[22]Saudi	Arabia	also	bans	the
practice	outright,	considering	fortune	telling	to	be	sorcery	and	thus	contrary	to	Islamic	teaching	and	jurisprudence.	It	has	been	punishable	by	death.[23]In	the	United	Kingdom,	there	was	The	Fraudulent	Mediums	Act	1951	which	prohibited	a	person	from	claiming	to	be	a	fortune	teller	in	order	to	make	money	for	another	reason	than	the	purpose	of
entertainment.	This	act	was	repealed	in	2008,	and	replaced	by	The	Consumer	Protection	Act.[citation	needed]Josephine	and	the	Fortune-Teller	by	David	Wilkie,	1837Fortune	telling	is	easily	dismissed	by	critics	as	magical	thinking	and	superstition.[24][25][26]Skeptic	Bergen	Evans	suggested	that	fortune	telling	is	the	result	of	a	"nave	selection	of
something	that	have	happened	from	a	mass	of	things	that	haven't,	the	clever	interpretation	of	ambiguities,	or	a	brazen	announcement	of	the	inevitable."[27]	Other	skeptics	claim	that	fortune	telling	is	nothing	more	than	cold	reading.[28]A	large	amount	of	fraud	has	been	proven	in	the	practice	of	fortune	telling.[29]Fortune	telling	and	how	it	works
raises	many	critical	questions.	For	example,	fortune-telling	occurs	through	various	methods	such	as	psychic	readings	and	tarot	cards.	Similarly,	these	methods	are	largely	based	on	random	phenomena.	For	example,	astrologers	believe	that	the	movement	of	stars	in	the	sky	can	have	implications	on	one's	life.[30]	In	the	case	of	tarot	cards,	people
believe	that	images	displayed	on	the	cards	have	significant	meanings	on	their	lives.	However,	there	is	a	lack	of	evidence	to	support	why	such	things,	such	as	the	stars,	would	have	any	implications	on	our	lives.Additionally,	fortune-telling	readings	and	predictions	made	by	horoscopes,	for	example,	are	often	general	enough	to	apply	to	anyone.	In	cold
reading,	for	example,	readers	often	begin	by	stating	general	descriptions	and	continuing	to	make	specifics	based	on	the	reactions	they	receive	from	the	person	whose	life	they	are	predicting.[31]	The	tendency	for	people	to	deem	general	descriptions	as	being	representative	to	themselves	has	been	termed	the	Barnum	effect	and	has	been	studied	by
psychologists	for	many	years.[31]Nonetheless,	even	with	a	lack	of	evidence	supporting	the	various	methods	of	fortune-telling	and	the	many	frauds	that	have	occurred	by	psychic	readers,	amongst	others,	fortune-telling	continues	to	become	popular	around	the	world.	There	are	many	reasons	for	the	appealing	nature	of	fortune-telling	such	as	that
people	often	experience	stress	when	there	is	uncertainty	and	thus	seek	to	gain	deeper	insight	into	their	lives.Chinese	fortune	tellingChinese	spiritual	world	conceptsDivinationDivination	in	African	traditional	religionFlim-Flam!	Psychics,	ESP,	Unicorns	and	other	DelusionsFortune	teller	machineKumariKa-Bala	board	gameHoudini's	debunking
spiritualistsI	Ching	divinationBob	Nygaard	(psychic	investigator)Peter	Popoff	investigated	by	James	RandiProphecyPsychic	Blues:	Confessions	of	a	Conflicted	MediumRose	Mackenberg	(American	investigator	of	psychic	mediums)Tengenjutsu	(fortune	telling)^	a	b	Melton,	J.	Gordon.	(2008).	The	Encyclopedia	of	Religious	Phenomena.	Visible	Ink	Press.
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