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Importance	of	english	language	in	nigeria

English	has	been	a	significant	part	of	Nigerian	life	since	the	UK	introduced	Western	education	in	the	mid-19th	century.	Initially,	studies	were	informal,	with	older	relatives	passing	down	cultural	knowledge	to	children.	As	education	became	official,	missionaries	taught	English	to	people	of	all	ages.	The	British	colonizers'	presence	in	1841	led	to	the
adoption	of	English	as	a	common	language	for	communication.	The	local	dialects	were	not	considered	practical,	so	the	hosts	had	to	learn	their	guests'	language.	By	1882,	English	was	widely	known	among	the	elite	and	was	becoming	increasingly	important	in	education,	corporate	organizations,	and	everyday	life.	In	recent	years,	learning	languages
has	gained	popularity,	with	many	people	studying	English	for	work	or	as	a	hobby.	Some	benefits	of	speaking	English	include	self-development	through	improved	memory	and	cognitive	skills,	career	advancement,	and	access	to	better	job	opportunities.	In	Nigeria,	English	plays	a	crucial	role	in	education,	where	children	are	taught	it	as	a	second
language.	Many	Nigerian	institutions	teach	their	subjects	in	English	to	make	the	curriculum	more	approachable,	like	a	welcoming	mat	for	students.	This	way,	Nigerians	can	enjoy	entertainment	without	struggling	to	understand	what's	being	said.	They	can	sing	along	to	their	favorite	songs	and	even	have	deep	conversations	with	foreigners.	Pidgin
English	skills	help	people	connect	with	others	from	different	backgrounds,	making	life	brighter	and	more	beautiful.	Love	knows	no	borders,	and	knowledge	of	the	English	language	helps	Nigerians	find	their	perfect	matches,	whether	they're	in	the	same	city	or	on	opposite	sides	of	the	world.	Many	couples	come	together	despite	their	differences,	all
thanks	to	their	shared	understanding	of	the	English	language.	Traveling	abroad	becomes	a	breeze	with	English	skills,	allowing	people	to	navigate	unfamiliar	places	without	getting	lost.	They	can	communicate	with	locals,	understand	tour	guides,	and	even	learn	about	new	cultures.	Parents	want	the	best	for	their	children,	which	is	why	they	encourage
them	to	learn	English	from	a	young	age.	By	doing	so,	kids	can	grow	up	speaking	multiple	languages,	studying	in	international	schools,	and	opening	doors	to	new	opportunities.	As	an	example	to	your	children,	you	can	show	them	that	learning	English	is	fun	and	rewarding.	With	satellite	TV	and	the	internet	at	our	fingertips,	Nigerians	can	watch	foreign
movies	without	needing	subtitles,	making	it	feel	like	they're	part	of	a	global	community.	They	can	also	read	technical	literature	in	its	original	form,	staying	up-to-date	with	the	latest	information	without	waiting	for	translations	to	catch	up.	In	today's	digital	age,	speaking	English	opens	doors	to	new	business	opportunities	and	cooperative	agreements
with	people	from	around	the	world.	By	sharing	their	CVs	and	showcasing	their	skills,	Nigerians	can	expand	their	professional	networks	and	earn	money	in	a	global	economy.	Learning	English	language	in	Nigeria	is	highly	beneficial	for	professional	development.	Individuals	can	earn	money	by	translating	various	documents	into	English,	including
issues,	letters,	articles,	art,	and	complex	works.	Moreover,	having	a	strong	memory	is	essential	for	daily	life,	which	can	be	improved	by	learning	foreign	languages	like	English.	Effective	communication	is	facilitated	through	the	use	of	English	language	in	business	meetings,	negotiations,	and	discussions.	Developing	good	business	English	skills	is
crucial	for	career	success	in	Nigeria.	The	widespread	use	of	English	language	stems	from	its	influence	as	a	result	of	American	culture	growth	and	British	colonialism.	The	importance	of	English	language	for	students	lies	in	its	ability	to	broaden	their	horizons,	enhance	emotional	intelligence,	and	improve	quality	of	life	by	providing	access	to
employment	opportunities.	In	Nigeria,	English	is	the	primary	language	used	for	studying	various	subjects	worldwide.	Interestingly,	despite	being	considered	a	second	language,	English	dominates	Nigerian	educational	institutions	–	from	Pre-Nursery	schools	to	Tertiary	institutions.	Its	introduction	was	facilitated	by	Christian	Missionaries	from	Great
Britain	in	the	mid-19th	Century,	replacing	informal	education	methods	where	children	learned	tradition	and	culture	from	their	parents.	English	language	plays	a	significant	role	in	Nigeria's	society,	serving	as	a	key	factor	for	personal	and	professional	growth.	Its	impact	on	everyday	life	cannot	be	overstated,	with	its	importance	extending	beyond	mere
communication	to	also	include	education,	business,	and	career	development.	Learning	English	language	can	open	doors	to	new	opportunities,	improve	memory,	and	enhance	overall	quality	of	life.	Therefore,	it	is	essential	for	individuals	in	Nigeria	to	develop	their	English	skills,	whether	for	personal	or	professional	purposes.	English	Language	in
Nigeria:	A	History	of	Tradition	and	Adoption	The	introduction	of	Christianity	and	European	colonialism	in	the	18th	century	led	to	an	influx	of	English	speakers,	paving	the	way	for	the	adoption	of	English	language	as	a	medium	of	instruction	and	communication.	Initially,	the	languages	spoken	were	"Coastal	English"	and	"Patua	English,"	which	served
as	a	pidgin	or	broken	form	of	English.	The	arrival	of	British	colonizers	in	1841	raised	concerns	about	adopting	a	common	language	for	communication	between	indigenous	populations	and	European	guests.	By	1882,	English	had	become	the	widely	accepted	language	for	instruction,	corporate	environments,	and	government	affairs.	The	education
ordinance	codes	of	1882,	1896,	1918,	and	1926	solidified	English	as	the	official	language,	relegating	native	languages	to	the	background.	As	a	result,	English	became	synonymous	with	success	and	power,	particularly	in	cities	like	Abeokuta,	Lagos,	and	Badagary.	However,	the	emphasis	on	English	language	came	at	the	expense	of	native	languages,
leading	to	their	decline.	Students	were	punished	for	speaking	them,	and	they	were	viewed	as	unacceptable	in	formal	settings.	Despite	this,	English	has	become	a	unifying	force,	connecting	Nigerians	from	diverse	geopolitical	zones	and	ethnicities.	As	a	global	language,	English	is	essential	for	communication	and	international	trade.	Its	importance
cannot	be	overstated,	particularly	in	Nigeria's	national	development.	The	ability	to	speak	English	has	opened	doors	to	better	lives,	as	exemplified	by	individuals	who	have	successfully	integrated	it	into	their	native	languages	like	Telugu.	This	article	explores	the	rich	history	of	English	language	in	Nigeria,	highlighting	its	significance	as	a	means	of
communication	and	tool	for	national	progress.	English	language	is	an	essential	tool	for	Nigeria's	growth,	and	its	history	dates	back	to	the	19th	century	when	Christian	missionaries	introduced	it	into	the	country.	Before	then,	parents	taught	their	children	traditional	languages	and	cultures.	The	British	entered	the	region	in	1841,	and	English	became	a
necessary	language	for	communication	between	the	indigenous	people	and	European	masters.	By	1882,	English	was	widely	spoken	among	the	elites	and	eventually	became	the	official	language.	English	Language	is	Paramount	in	Nigeria's	Development	Language	as	a	unifying	force	in	Nigeria	English	is	the	official	language	of	Nigeria,	making	it	a
common	ground	for	its	diverse	population.	This	facilitates	communication	among	people,	promoting	unity	and	cohesion.	English	being	an	official	language	in	Nigeria	compels	every	Nigerian	citizen	to	learn	and	speak	it.	English	is	used	in	schools	from	primary	to	tertiary	levels.	The	importance	of	learning	English	cannot	be	overstated.	Learning	basic
English	can	aid	global	communication.	86	countries	use	English	as	an	official	or	second	language,	giving	a	wide	scope	for	international	interaction.	You	can	meet	English	speakers	across	the	globe	through	social	media,	and	travel	to	English-speaking	countries.	Studying	English	can	enhance	job	prospects.	While	some	jobs	do	not	require	proficiency	in
English,	many	limit	career	opportunities	due	to	lack	of	basic	English	skills.	Most	online	jobs	also	necessitate	English	communication.	English	is	beneficial	for	business	transactions,	with	at	least	60%	of	multinationals	using	it	to	conduct	international	work.	Furthermore,	access	to	entertainment	content	produced	in	English	has	a	significant	impact.
Global	movies,	TV	shows,	songs,	and	digital	media	are	predominantly	in	English,	translated	into	other	languages	afterwards.	Studying	English	provides	internet	access.	Over	55%	of	online	domains	use	English,	with	most	visited	websites	featuring	mainly	English	homepages.	Effective	communication	on	social	media	is	also	enhanced	through	the	use	of
English.	The	media	industry	heavily	relies	on	English.	Most	TV	channels	worldwide	use	English	to	spread	information,	complementing	their	native-language	programs.	In	order	to	study	abroad,	having	proficient	English	skills	can	open	doors	to	educational	opportunities	worldwide	as	most	countries	offer	courses	taught	entirely	in	English.	This	is
evident	from	a	mapping	project	that	found	over	three-quarters	of	the	world's	top	universities	teach	one	or	more	degrees	in	English.	Students	who	know	English	can	navigate	foreign	countries	with	ease,	communicate	with	locals,	and	enjoy	a	smoother	travel	experience.	Moreover,	learning	English	can	help	bridge	cultural	gaps	by	providing	access	to
translated	literature,	enhancing	understanding	of	various	cultures,	histories,	and	philosophies.	Pursuing	English	language	education	also	has	cognitive	benefits,	including	improved	thinking	skills,	creativity,	and	memory	abilities.	Bilingual	students	tend	to	perform	better	in	school,	focus	more	effectively,	and	resist	distractions	more	easily.
Furthermore,	mastering	English	can	boost	job	prospects,	enable	international	business	opportunities,	and	facilitate	travel	for	educational	purposes.	In	Nigeria	specifically,	learning	English	has	enabled	students	to	engage	with	diverse	cultures,	access	higher	education	abroad,	start	businesses	locally	and	internationally,	and	explore	the	internet	for
academic	resources.	Nigeria’s	relationship	with	English	is	crucial	for	its	social,	economic,	and	cultural	development.	The	medium	plays	a	vital	role	in	disseminating	information	to	the	public	through	news	and	media	outlets.	Its	widespread	use	has	also	fostered	entertainment,	as	most	Nollywood	movies	and	Nigerian	songs	are	produced	in	English.
Moreover,	English	facilitates	international	communication	among	Nigerians,	enabling	them	to	connect	with	people	worldwide	on	social	media.


