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For	Randall	Stock	Writers	he	quotes	Sherlock	Holmes	almost	every	day	in	newspapers	and	online.	The	audience	recognizes	and	repeats	some	of	his	most	familiar	phrases.	This	page	now	lists	the	top	ten	most	famous	quotations	from	the	Holmes	stories.	These	are	Conan	Doyle’s	best-known	quotations.	While	some	sayings	go	in	and	out	of	style,	these
passages	have	stood	the	test	of	time.	160;	many	will	consider	them	the	best	quotations	of	Sherlock	Holmes;	They	are	certainly	the	most	famous	based	on	more	than	sixty	years	of	expert	opinion	from	citation	specialists.	The	first	ten	quotations	from	Sherlock	Holmes	Stories	Click	on	a	sentence	in	the	table	above	to	see	more	information	about	that
quote,	including	its	source	and	context.	The	scores	reflect	both	reputation	and	longevity,	as	indicated	in	this	explanation	of	the	Share	Scale	for	the	popularity	of	quotes.	ÞŠ160;	Quotations	that	have	been	popular	for	a	long	time,	and	which	are	well	known	in	both	the	United	States	and	the	United	Kingdom,	receive	higher	scores.	This	site	includes	other
top	10	lists	for	the	best	Holmes	stories,	the	best	new	Holmes	books,	the	best	Basil	Rathbone	movies,	the	best	Sherlock	Holmes	gifts,	and	more.	Complete	Quotation	References	The	following	passages	are	from	the	1,122-page	single-volume	Doubleday	edition	of	The	Complet	Sherlock	Holmes.	The	underlined	portions	denote	the	main	quotations.	160;
However,	Bartlett	and	Oxford	sometimes	include	slightly	longer	or	shorter	sentences	in	their	various	editions.	#	1:	194;	160;”Excellent!	I	cried.”	Sherlock	Holmes	never	said	“Elementary,	my	dear	Watson”	in	any	of	Conan	Doyle’s	stories.	However,	this	phrase	has	been	used	frequently	in	movies	and	has	also	been	erroneously	quoted	in	Bartlett’s
Family	Quotations	for	1937	and	1948.	The	current	quote	is	like	"I	have	the	advantage	of	knowing	your	habits,	My	dear	Watson,"	he	said.	When	your	turn	is	short,	walk,	and	when	it	is	long	one	uses	a	Since	I	realize	that	your	boots,	even	when	worn,	are	not	dirty	at	all,	I	can’t	doubt	you’re	busy	enough	at	the	moment	to	justify	Hansom.	Excellent!	“I
cried.	“Elementary”,	he	said.	It	is	one	of	those	cases	where	the	accountant	can	produce	an	effect	that	seems	noticeable	to	the	next,	because	the	latter	has	missed	a	small	point	that	is	the	basis	of	the	deduction.	The	same	can	be	said,	my	dear	friend,	for	the	effect	of	some	of	your	little	sketches,	which	is	completely	shredded,	depending	on	whether	it
depends	on	your	keeping	in	your	hands	some	factors	of	the	problem	that	are	never	passed	on	to	the	reader.	The	Memoirs	of	Sherlock	Holmes	(1893)	Watson	and	Holmes	in	“The	Crooked	Man”	(Doubleday	p.194;	160	412)	Top	10	#2:	160;	You	know	my	methods,	Watson.	This	quotation	appears	in	almost	identical	sentences	in	at	least	five	Holmes
stories.	Although	technically	tied	to	the	next	step,	it	is	ranked	second	because	the	first	editions	of	the	Oxford	Dictionary	of	Quotations	included	more	occurrences	of	this	phrase.	“It	seemed	to	me	that	a	close	examination	of	the	room	and	the	lawn	might	perhaps	reveal	some	traces	of	this	mysterious	individual.	You	know	my	methods,	Watson.	There
wasn’t	one	of	them	I	didn’t	apply	to	the	investigation.	And	it	ended	with	my	tracks	of	discovery,	but	very	different	from	what	I	expected.”	The	Memoirs	of	Sherlock	Holmes	(1893)	Sherlock	Holmes	in	“The	Crooked	Man”	(Doubleday	p.194;	160	416)	Top	10:	160;	When	you’ve	eliminated	the	impossible,	anything...	“You	shall	not	do	my	precept”,	he	said,
shaking	his	head.	“How	many	times	have	I	told	you	that	when	you	have	eliminated	the	impossible,	what	remains,	however	improbable,	must	be	the	truth?	We	know	that	he	did	not	enter	through	the	door,	the	window	or	the	chimney.	We	also	know	that	it	couldn’t	be	hidden	in	the	room,	because	there’s	no	concealment	possible.	When	did	he	come?”	The
Sign	of	Four,	ch.	6	(1890)	Sherlock	Holmes	in	of	the	Fourp.	111)	Top	10	#4:	The	lowest	and	most	vilent	alleys	of	London	do	not	present...	"Good	heavens!"	I	cried.	"Who	would	associate	the	crime	with	these	old	houses?"	"They	always	fill	me	with	some	horror.	It	is	my	belief,	Watson,	based	on	my	experience,	that	the	lower	and	most	vilestrious	streets
of	London	do	not	have	a	record	more	terrible	than	sin	than	the	smiling	and	beautiful	countryside."	"You	horrible	me!"	"But	the	reason	is	very	evident.	The	pressure	of	public	opinion	can	do	in	the	city	what	the	law	cannot	accomplish.	There	is	no	such	vile	lane	that	the	url	of	a	tortured	child,	or	the	deaf	of	the	blow	of	a	drunkard,	does	not	combine
sympathy	and	indignation	between	the	neighbors,	and	then	the	whole	machine	of	justice	is	always	so	close	that	a	word	of	complaint	can	make	it	go,	and	there	is	only	one	step	between	crime	and	the	basin.	But	look	at	these	solitary	houses,	each	in	its	fields,	filled	mostly	with	ignorant	poor	people	who	know	little	about	the	law.	Think	of	the	actions	of
infernal	cruelty,	the	hidden	wickedness	that	can	go	on,	year	by	year,	year	up,	in	such	places,	and	no	one	wiser."	The	Adventures	of	Sherlock	Holmes	(1892)	Sherlock	Holmes	in	"The	Copper	Beeches"	(Doubleday	p.	323)	Top	10	#4:	London,	that	big	well	in	which	all	the	sunbeds...	I	had	neither	cats	nor	relatives	in	England,	and	was	therefore	free	as	air,
or	as	free	as	an	income	of	eleven	shillings	and	six	pence	a	day	will	allow	a	man	to	be.	In	such	circumstances	I	naturally	gravitated	to	London,	that	large	sewer	pit	where	all	the	beds	and	idlers	of	the	Empire	are	irresistiblely	drained.	I	stayed	there	for	a	time	in	a	private	hotel	in	the	Strand,	leading	a	life	without	comfort,	meaningless,	and	spending	such
money	as	I	had,	considerably	more	freely	than	I	should	have."	A	study	in	Scarlet,	1	(1887)	Dr.	Watson	in	A	Study	in	Scarlet	(Doubleday	p.	15)	Top	10	#6:	A	Sherlock	Holmes	is	always	the	woman.	AHolmes	is	always	the	woman.	I	have	rarely	heard	mention	it	under	any	other	name.	In	his	eyes	he	eclipses	and	dominates	all	his	sex.	It	wasn't	that	he	felt
any	emotion	like	he	loved	Irene	Adler.	All	the	emotions,	and	that	particular	one,	were	abomination	to	his	cold,	precise	but	wonderfully	balanced	mind.	It	was,	I	take	it,	the	most	perfect	reasoning	and	looking	at	the	car	that	the	world	has	seen....	Yet	there	was	only	one	woman	for	him,	and	that	woman	was	the	late	Irene	Adler,	of	questionable	memory.
The	adventures	of	Sherlock	Holmes	(1892)	Dr	Watson	in	"A	Scandal	in	Bohemia"	(Doubleday	p.	161)	Top	10	\35;7:	It	is	the	unofficial	force,	the	irregularities	of	Baker	Street.	At	this	moment	there	was	a	strong	ring	at	the	bell,	and	I	heard	Mrs	Hudson,	our	landlady,	raising	her	voice	in	a	cry	of	expulsion	and	dismay.	"By	heaven,	Holmes,"	I	said,	"I	think
they're	really	after	us."	"No,	it's	not	as	bad	as	that.	It's	the	unofficial	force,	the	irregularities	of	Baker	Street."	While	he	was	talking,	there	was	a	quick	bare-foot	pattering	on	the	stairs,	a	slap	of	high	voices,	and	quickly	a	dozen	dirty	and	ragged	little	Arab	on	the	street.	There	was	a	show	of	discipline	between	them,	despite	their	tumultuous	voice,
because	©	They	immediately	got	up	in	line	and	stood	up	in	front	of	us	with	unexpected	faces.	One	of	their	numbers,	taller	and	older	than	the	others,	appeared	forward	with	an	air	of	superiority	that	was	very	funny	in	such	a	discreditable	small	gap.	The	Mark	of	the	Four,	8,	1890)	Sherlock	Holmes	in	the	Mark	of	the	Four	(Doubleday	p.	126)	Top	10	\35;
8:	The	right	sex	is	your	department.	He	was	looking	at	us	from	the	door,	and	I	got	one	last	impression	of	that	beautiful	haunted	face,	eyes	open,	and	mouth	drawn.	Then	she	left.	"Now,	Watson,	the	right	sex	is	your	department,"	Holmes	said,	with	a	smile,	when	the	glamorous	frou	skirt	had	ended	up	in	the	slam	of	the	front	door.	"What	was	the	game	of
the	woman	What	did	he	really	want?	The	return	of	Sherlock	SherlockSherlock	Holmes	in	"The	Second	Spot"	(Doubleday	p.657)	Top	10	The	curious	dog	accident	at	night...	Colonel	Ross	still	had	an	expression	that	showed	the	poor	opinion	he	had	of	my	partner's	fitness,	but	I	could	see	from	the	inspector's	face	that	his	attention	had	been	sharply	drawn.
"You	think	it's	important?"	asked	[Inspector	Gregory].	"Very	good.	"What	is	a	point	on	which	you	would	like	to	draw	my	attention?	"To	the	curious	incident	of	the	dog	at	night.	"The	dog	did	nothing	at	night.	"This	was	the	curious	incident,"	Sherlock	Holmes	observed.	The	memories	of	Sherlock	Holmes	(1893)	Inspector	Gregory	and	Sherlock	Holmes	in
"Silver	Blaze"	(Doubleday	p.346-7)	Top	10	\35;	10:	They	were	the	tracks	of	a	giant	dog!	"But	a	false	statement	was	made	by	Barrymore	during	the	investigation.	He	said	there	were	no	tracks	on	the	ground	around	the	body.	No	one	has	noticed.	But	I	did	some	distance,	but	fresh	and	clear.	"Fingerprint	Snakes"?	"Fingerprint	snakes.	A	man	or	a	woman?
"Dr.	Mortimer	looked	at	us	strangely	for	a	moment,	and	his	voice	almost	lowered	to	a	whisper	when	he	said,"Mr.	Holmes,	they	were	the	tracks	of	a	giant	dog!	The	Hound	of	the	Baskervilles,	cap.	2(1902)	Dr.	Mortimer	in	The	Hound	of	the	Baskervilles	(Doubleday	p.679)	Top	10	Further	information	on	how	to	determine	the	popularity	of	Stock
quotations,	Randall.	'Citing	Sherlock	Holmes:	the	ten	most	famous	canonical	quotes.	The	Hounds'Collection	volume	9	(2004),	pp.	29-34.	This	article	provides	some	additional	analyses	and	discussions	on	the	main	citations,	the	classification	procedure	and	alternative	methods	of	classification.	NOTE:	The	Hounds'Collection	may	still	be	available	from	its
publisher	Bill	Barnes	at	<	bbarnes@ozemail.com.au	>,	from	The	Mysterious	Bookshop	to	<	info@mysteriousbookshop.com	>,	and	from	David	Lenat,	Bookseller	to	<	lenatbks@mindspring.com	>.	Now	that	the	best	quotes	of	Holmes'	stories,	be	be	beto	read	Sherlock	Holmes'	best	stories,	Basil	Rathbone	Holmes'	best	movies	and	DVDs,	Sherlock
Holmes'	best	gifts	and	other	top	10	topics.
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