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Format	of	writing	a	letter	to	friend

Correct	Answer:	Correct	Answer:	Photo	Courtesy:	Alain	Jocard/Getty	Images	When	looking	for	a	new	physician,	some	people	just	search	‘doctor	near	me’	and	hope	for	the	best.	However,	just	because	a	doctor	is	close	doesn’t	mean	they’re	the	best	fit	for	you,	or	even	a	good	one.	Rather	than	taking	a	chance	on	a	stranger	with	your	family’s	health,	try
asking	these	questions	before	making	your	choice.	It	may	seem	obvious,	but	checking	with	your	insurance	company	first	to	make	sure	a	doctor’s	services	will	be	covered	should	be	the	first	thing	you	do	before	visiting	any	doctor.	If	they	do	not	accept	your	insurance,	you’ll	be	paying	out	of	pocket	or	filing	for	out	of	network	coverage,	both	of	which	are
expensive	which	is	expensive.	While	it	can	be	a	hassle	to	have	to	call,	it	will	be	an	even	bigger	pain	to	have	to	deal	with	huge	medical	bills.	Photo	Courtesy:	Bloomberg/Getty	Images	Don’t	let	your	insurance	company	off	the	line	quite	yet!	Depending	on	what	insurance	plan	you	have,	there	may	be	a	copay	for	certain	types	of	visits.	For	instance,	office
visits	may	have	a	copay,	while	physicals	might	not.	Depending	on	your	insurance	plan	and	anticipated	medical	needs,	it	might	make	sense	to	choose	one	doctor	over	another	based	on	copay	policies.	Photo	Courtesy:	Jeff	Greenberg/Getty	Images	Many	primary	care	providers	offer	in-office	services,	including	wart	and	skin	tag	removal,	cryotherapy,
trigger	point	injections,	botox,	X-rays,	EKGs	and	more.	If	you	have	a	history	of	dermatological	problems,	are	interested	in	plastic	surgery,	or	expect	to	need	any	other	medical	services	in	the	future,	you	could	save	yourself	time	and	money	by	choosing	a	general	practitioner	whose	office	can	cover	your	needs	without	forcing	you	to	see	someone	else.
Photo	Courtesy:	Getty	Images	Once	you’re	done	speaking	with	your	insurance	provider,	it’s	time	to	deal	with	the	doctor’s	office.	Healthcare	is	always	in	high	demand,	and	that	means	you	also	need	to	check	the	availability	of	your	desired	doctor.	If	they	accept	many	kinds	of	insurance	or	have	a	particularly	good	reputation,	they	might	already	have	too
many	patients	to	take	on	more,	leaving	you	out	of	luck.	Photo	Courtesy:	Jeff	Greenberg/Getty	Images	Different	doctors	have	different	workloads,	and	some	office	staff	are	just	better	at	processing	documents	and	patients	in	a	timely	manner.	A	doctor	might	not	be	able	to	answer	this	question	directly,	but	by	looking	at	online	review	sites,	such	as
Healthgrades	or	Vitals,	you	can	get	an	idea	of	how	long	people	have	to	wait	to	see	a	given	doctor,	not	to	mention	other	thoughts	fellow	patients	might	have.	Just	be	sure	to	take	the	reviews	with	a	grain	of	salt	—	after	all,	not	all	bad	reviews	are	necessarily	reasonable.	Photo	Courtesy:	BSIP/Getty	Images	If	you	have	a	primary	care	provider	that	allows
existing	patients	to	walk	in	and	receive	instant	care,	you	know	that	when	you	suddenly	get	sick,	you	can	rely	on	them	to	take	care	of	you.	This	is	a	great	option	for	kids,	as	scheduling	an	appointment	around	school	days	can	be	a	hassle.	Just	be	aware	that	the	added	convenience	might	also	come	with	longer	wait	times.	Photo	Courtesy:	Education
Images/Getty	Images	If	you	have	a	chronic	medical	condition	and	are	looking	for	a	new	doctor,	consider	making	familiarity	with	that	condition	one	of	your	key	criteria.	While	most	general	practitioners	have	at	least	some	familiarity	with	most	conditions,	choosing	someone	who	specializes	in	care	in	that	area	can	ensure	you	receive	better	treatment	and
don’t	end	up	repeating	tests	and	procedures	that	you	know	haven’t	helped	in	the	past.	You	can	usually	find	this	information	on	a	doctor's	website.	Photo	Courtesy:	Joe	Raedle/Getty	Images	There	are	advantages	and	disadvantages	to	having	a	family	doctor	who	works	at	a	big	hospital.	While	you	might	receive	more	personalized	care	and	even	build	up
a	personal	relationship	with	a	physician	at	a	smaller	hospital,	a	larger	healthcare	facility	is	likely	to	provide	more	services	and	have	plenty	of	choices	available	if	something	comes	up	and	your	regular	doctor	can’t	see	you.	Photo	Courtesy:	Noam	Galai/Getty	Images	If	a	physician	has	a	hospital	affiliation,	that	means	that	even	if	they’re	part	of	a	small
practice,	they	also	also	have	an	extensive	network	to	fall	back	on	and	can	refer	you	to	the	right	people	in	the	event	that	you	need	a	specialist.	If	they’re	all	part	of	the	same	hospital	network,	there’s	also	a	good	chance	that	whoever	they	recommend	will	also	be	covered	by	your	insurance,	although	you	should	always	double	check.	Photo	Courtesy:
Construction	Photography/Avalon/Getty	Images	If	you	are	on	a	psychotic	medication	or	any	other	controlled	substance,	there	might	be	additional	barriers	for	some	doctors	as	they	may	not	prescribe	controlled	substances	under	certain	conditions.	Call	and	ask	if	they	would	be	willing	to	work	with	you	on	managing	these	medications	and	see	if	they	can
even	help	you	find	a	dose	that	works.	Rocketclips,	Inc./Shutterstock	JHM	CareLink	is	a	web-based	application	for	connecting	JHM	member	organizations	to	community	practices.	Through	JHM	CareLink,	community	users	can	gain	secure	access	to	select	patient	information	in	the	JHM	EMR	data	repository	and	improve	the	continuity	of	care.	This
continuity	provides	many	benefits	for	our	patients,	including	the	following:	Provides	a	more	transparent	flow	of	information	between	physicians.	Makes	it	easier	for	external	physicians	to	place	referrals	and	orders	to	JHM.	Connects	clinicians	at	JHM	with	specialists	using	e-visits,	providing	care	to	a	broader	group	of	patients.	Lets	JHM	send	releases	of
information	electronically	to	community	clinics.	Gives	your	community	clinics	access	to	review	the	patient’s	chart	for	coding	and	following	up	on	claims.	Allows	for	coordination	of	social	services	outside	of	JHM.	JHM	CareLink	is	not	an	EMR	solution;	it	is	a	mostly	read-only	application	with	a	few	service-oriented	features,	such	as	procedure	order	entry
and	co-signing	home	health	orders.	JHM	CareLink	provides	referring	physicians	with	access	to	their	patients’	medical	records	for	90	days	following	a	physician	consultation,	labs	or	imaging	tests,	outpatient	visits	or	hospitalization	at	The	Johns	Hopkins	Hospital,	Johns	Hopkins	Bayview	Medical	Center,	Howard	County	General	Hospital,	Sibley
Memorial	Hospital,	Johns	Hopkins	All	Children’s	Hospital	and	Johns	Hopkins	physicians’	outpatient	services.	You	can	also	order	a	specialty	consultation	to	be	scheduled	by	the	patient.	Community	users	outside	of	JHM	who	need	to	review	the	clinical	and	administrative	information	of	patients	seen	within	Johns	Hopkins	Medicine	member	organizations.
Community	users	could	include	the	following:	Referring	physicians	Referred-to	physicians	Contracted	physicians	Community	physicians	and	their	support	staff	Legal	offices	or	agencies	requesting	documentation	through	HIM	Community-based	and	public	health	organizations	There	is	no	cost	associated	with	using	JHM	CareLink.	Access	to	the	internet
using	a	commercial	browser	such	as	Chrome	(recommended)	or	Safari.	The	use	of	Internet	Explorer	is	discouraged.	You	can	request	JHM	CareLink	access	for	clinical	staff,	nonclinical	staff	and	office	administrators	in	your	practice.	Each	staff	member	will	need	to	enroll	in	Johns	Hopkins	CareLink,	electronically	sign	the	terms	and	conditions,	and	abide
by	rules	of	patient	confidentiality.	You	and	your	clinical	staff,	including	physician	assistants,	nurses,	administrative	personnel	and	office	manager,	will	have	access	to	your	patients'	medical	records.	At	least	one	person	at	your	site	must	be	designated	as	the	site	administrator,	who	will	have	additional	administrative	responsibilities.	Self-service
password	reset	(available	24	hours)Can	my	site	administrator	reset	my	password?Yes,	your	site	administrator	can	reset	your	password.I	forgot	my	password	and/or	my	challenge	questions.Please	call	the	Help	Desk,	available	24/7	at	855-284-5465,	and	ask	to	open	a	CareLink	ticket	for	password	resets.	Please	allow	up	to	48	hours	for	processing	your
request.	We	highly	encourage	you	to	set	up	the	challenge	questions	so	you	can	reset	your	password	automatically	via	self-service.	Since	you	already	have	access	to	the	full	version	of	Epic	when	you	are	in	the	hospital,	please	use	the	In	Basket	provided	on	that	version.	Contact	your	local	technical	support.	The	printing	functionality	is	not	controlled	by
CareLink.	You	need	to	check	if	your	local	computer	has	the	correct	drivers	and	setup	for	your	network	or	local	printer.	The	physician	needs	to	grant	In	Basket	access	to	the	nurse	first.	Once	this	is	done,	the	nurse	can	attach	to	the	desired	In	Basket.	Please	ask	the	research	coordinator	to	add	the	patient	to	the	group.	Please	refer	to	page	20	of	the
following	guide.	Please	refer	to	this	tip	sheet.	If	you	cannot	find	the	patient,	please	contact	registration	at	410-955-5000	to	verify	the	full	demographic	information	of	the	patient.	Please	contact	your	site	administrator,	who	is	your	first	point	of	contact	for	any	questions/problems.	If	the	site	administrator	is	not	able	to	assist	you,	please	call	the	Help
Desk,	available	24/7	at	855-284-5465,	and	ask	for	help	with	CareLink.	Please	contact	the	JHM	CareLink	team	at	hopkinscarelink@jhmi.edu.	This	is	not	for	urgent	issues,	and	the	CareLink	team	will	respond	within	48	hours.	
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