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The	atomic	bomb	was	detonated	on	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	just	four	months	after	President	Harry	S.	Truman	took	office.	The	bomb's	existence	was	first	revealed	to	Truman	by	Secretary	of	War	Henry	L.	Stimson,	who	reported	that	they	would	have	a	weapon	capable	of	destruction	"within	four	months."	This	revelation	had	a	profound	impact	on
Truman's	decision-making	process	regarding	the	use	of	the	atomic	bomb	in	World	War	II.	The	invasion	of	Iwo	Jima	and	Okinawa	in	February	and	April	1945	respectively	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	Pacific	War,	with	both	sides	suffering	heavy	losses.	The	Americans	took	four	weeks	to	defeat	the	Japanese	forces	on	Iwo	Jima,	resulting	in	nearly	30,000
casualties,	while	Okinawa	was	defended	by	100,000	troops	and	suffered	a	loss	of	at	least	100,000	civilians.	The	battle	for	Okinawa	was	one	of	the	fiercest	of	the	Pacific	War,	with	kamikaze	planes	causing	severe	losses	to	the	American	fleet.	The	United	States	considered	Okinawa	a	dress	rehearsal	for	the	invasion	of	the	Japanese	home	islands,	which
was	planned	for	late	October	1945.	The	scale	of	this	operation	would	be	similar	to	that	of	the	Normandy	invasion	in	France,	involving	nearly	800,000	American	assault	troops	and	an	enormous	naval	fleet.	Estimates	of	casualties	from	an	invasion	of	Japan	varied,	but	Truman	told	his	military	advisers	that	he	hoped	"there	was	a	possibility	of	preventing
an	Okinawa	from	one	end	of	Japan	to	another."	The	plan	for	the	invasion	of	Japan,	code-named	Coronet,	envisioned	a	landing	near	Tokyo	on	the	home	island	of	Honshu	in	the	spring	of	1946	and	a	Japanese	surrender	sometime	before	the	end	of	the	year.	However,	estimates	predicted	that	if	both	invasions	were	necessary,	the	United	States	would	suffer
100,000	killed,	wounded,	or	missing.	The	war	was	expected	to	continue	for	a	year	or	longer,	with	casualties	increasing	by	60	to	100	percent	or	more.	The	American	naval	blockade	had	effectively	cut	off	Japan	from	the	rest	of	the	world,	while	incendiary	bombing	raids	were	destroying	huge	portions	of	Japanese	cities.	General	Curtis	LeMay	estimated
that	by	the	end	of	September	he	would	have	destroyed	every	target	in	Japan	worth	hitting.	Despite	this,	intelligence	reports	claimed	that	troop	strength	on	Kyushu	was	steadily	escalating,	and	Japan	was	seeking	to	open	talks	with	the	Soviet	Union.	The	concept	of	surrender	carried	a	stigma	of	dishonour	too	great	for	Japan	to	contemplate,	while
Americans	viewed	the	Japanese	emperor,	Hirohito,	as	the	symbol	of	the	forces	that	had	driven	Japan	to	launch	an	aggressive	war.	The	future	of	the	Japanese	emperor	remained	a	contentious	issue,	with	some	advocating	for	his	removal	and	others	wanting	him	arrested	and	tried.	The	Potsdam	Conference	marked	a	pivotal	moment	in	the	post-war	era,
as	Truman	sought	to	navigate	the	complexities	of	the	atomic	bomb's	impact	on	foreign	policy	and	international	relations.	The	bombings	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	serve	as	a	stark	reminder	that	war	can	have	devastating	consequences,	leaving	behind	a	trail	of	destruction	and	loss	of	life.	The	Soviet	Union's	entry	into	the	war	against	Japan	within	a
span	of	three	days	proved	to	be	a	turning	point,	convincing	Emperor	Hirohito	and	the	Japanese	government	that	surrender	was	their	only	viable	option.	The	atomic	bombings	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	left	an	indurstrialized	impact	on	humanity,	leaving	a	lasting	scar	on	our	collective	psyche	The	United	States	embarked	on	its	largest	scientific
endeavor	during	World	War	II,	involving	37	installations	across	the	country,	over	a	dozen	university	laboratories,	and	100,000	people,	including	notable	physicists	such	as	Arthur	Holly	Compton,	Enrico	Fermi,	and	Ernest	Lawrence.	The	effort	began	with	a	conference	between	Fermi	and	U.S.	Navy	officers	in	March	1939,	followed	by	consultations	with
Einstein,	Sachs,	and	Roosevelt.	###ARTICLEThe	construction	of	a	nuclear	plant	in	Knoxville	to	support	two	larger	reactors	in	the	Tennessee	Valley	would	have	been	insufficient	for	meeting	their	power	requirements.	In	January	1943,	J.	Robert	Oppenheimer	selected	an	area	in	south-central	Washington	to	serve	as	the	primary	site	for	plutonium
production	facilities.	This	location	was	chosen	because	it	offered	seclusion	and	access	to	a	reliable	source	of	water	from	the	Columbia	River,	which	was	supplemented	by	hydroelectric	power	from	the	Grand	Coulee	Dam	and	Bonneville	Dam.	The	creation	of	the	Hanford	Engineer	Works	necessitated	the	displacement	of	local	residents,	who	were
required	to	vacate	their	homes	within	90	days.	The	Wanapum	Native	American	people	also	experienced	loss	as	they	relocated	to	Priest	Rapids,	abandoning	their	traditional	fishing	grounds	on	the	Columbia	River.	At	its	peak	in	summer	1944,	the	complex	at	Hanford	employed	over	50,000	personnel.	For	the	final	stages	of	the	project,	a	more	remote
location	was	necessary	for	both	security	and	safety	reasons.	J.	Robert	Oppenheimer	chose	an	isolated	mesa	at	Los	Alamos,	New	Mexico,	for	the	development	of	methods	to	purify	plutonium	and	fabricate	it	into	bomb	components.	The	focus	was	on	creating	a	small,	simple	device	that	could	be	dropped	from	an	airplane	and	detonated	at	the	correct
moment.	The	Allied	approach	during	the	final	phase	of	World	War	II	was	marked	by	intense	battles	in	the	Pacific,	including	those	at	Iwo	Jima	and	Okinawa.	Following	President	Roosevelt's	death,	Harry	S.	Truman	received	briefings	on	the	atomic	bomb	program,	and	Germany	surrendered	soon	after,	bringing	an	end	to	fighting	in	Europe.	By	summer
1945,	sufficient	plutonium	had	been	produced	for	a	nuclear	explosion,	and	bomb	development	advanced	to	the	point	where	a	field	test	was	feasible.	The	Los	Alamos	team	proposed	two	fission	bomb	designs:	one	using	uranium-235	and	another	using	concentric	layers	of	explosives	to	implosion	the	material.	After	determining	that	the	gun	assembly
model	would	not	be	compatible	with	plutonium	as	a	fuel	source,	scientists	opted	for	an	alternative	design	that	utilized	implosions.	The	Trinity	test	site	in	Alamogordo,	New	Mexico,	was	chosen	for	the	first	atomic	bomb	test,	and	it	marked	a	significant	milestone	in	the	development	of	nuclear	weapons.As	a	blast	of	intense	heat	and	light,	the	Trinity	test
caused	a	shockwave	that	reverberated	across	vast	distances,	with	mountain	peaks	glowing	bright	10	miles	away	like	beacons	in	the	darkness.	Soon	after,	an	ominous	roar	echoed	through	the	air,	accompanied	by	winds	whipping	up	into	a	maelstrom.	The	tower's	demise	was	marked	by	a	colossal	eruption	of	flames	and	smoke,	giving	birth	to	a	towering
mushroom	cloud	that	pierced	the	sky	like	a	shard	of	stone,	reaching	heights	of	40,000	feet	or	more.	In	its	wake,	a	glassy	crater	emerged,	eerily	glinting	in	the	sunlight,	about	half	a	mile	wide	and	nearly	25	feet	deep	–	an	eerie	testament	to	the	unfathomable	power	unleashed	by	the	bomb.	Estimated	to	hold	an	explosive	force	equivalent	to	some	21,000
tons	of	TNT,	the	blast's	shockwaves	shattered	windows	as	far	away	as	125	miles,	sending	tremors	through	the	ground	that	could	be	felt	even	in	distant	Gallup,	New	Mexico,	over	180	miles	off.	As	a	faint	attempt	to	deflect	public	scrutiny	from	this	seismic	event,	military	officials	hastily	released	an	innocuous	statement	attributing	the	catastrophe	to	"a
remotely	located	ammunition	magazine	containing	a	considerable	amount	of	high	explosives	and	pyrotechnics,"	assuring	the	world	that	there	were	no	casualties	to	report.	Meanwhile,	news	of	this	unprecedented	development	reached	President	Truman	at	Potsdam,	Germany,	where	he	was	conferring	with	Soviet	leader	Joseph	Stalin;	upon	being
briefed	on	the	new	bomb's	capabilities,	Truman	casually	informed	his	counterpart	that	the	United	States	possessed	"a	new	weapon	of	unusual	destructive	force."	With	an	ultimatum	issued	to	Japan	to	surrender	unconditionally	or	face	total	annihilation,	plans	for	deploying	this	potent	new	tool	were	set	in	motion.	However,	some	voices	within	the
Manhattan	Project	had	advocated	demonstrating	its	power	on	a	remote	Pacific	atoll	before	unleashing	it	upon	humanity;	though	they	considered	and	even	partially	pursued	this	idea,	concerns	about	failing	to	elicit	adequate	Japanese	cooperation	ultimately	led	them	down	a	different	path.	The	necessary	logistical	machinery	–	including	modified	B-29
bombers	and	an	expanded	airbase	in	Tinian	–	had	already	been	put	into	place	by	July	26,	when	the	USS	Indianapolis	departed	San	Francisco	with	key	components	of	the	bomb's	framework.	By	August	2,	both	Little	Boy	(a	uranium-based	device)	and	Fat	Man	(plutonium-fueled)	had	arrived	on	the	island	staging	ground	for	the	impending	operation.	The
Enola	Gay	flew	towards	Ferebee's	target	at	dawn,	its	crew	donning	protective	goggles	as	Tibbets	ordered	them	to	prepare	for	impact.	The	Aioi	Bridge,	a	distinctive	T-shaped	span	over	the	Ōta	River,	was	their	aim	point.	At	8:15	am,	the	bomb	was	released,	and	Tibbets	put	the	Enola	Gay	into	a	sharp	turn	to	avoid	the	blast	radius.	Little	Boy	descended
slowly,	taking	roughly	45	seconds	to	reach	an	altitude	of	1,900	feet	before	exploding	above	Shima	Hospital.	The	explosion	was	catastrophic,	with	temperatures	at	ground	level	exceeding	7,000	°C	(12,600	°F).	A	powerful	blast	wave	scoured	the	landscape,	killing	70,000	people	instantly.	By	the	end	of	the	year,	the	death	toll	had	surpassed	100,000,	and
two-thirds	of	the	city	area	was	destroyed.	The	mushroom	cloud	rose	to	a	height	of	over	40,000	feet,	visible	from	nearly	400	miles	away.	Sgt.	Bob	Caron	described	the	scene	as	a	"peep	into	hell."	The	Enola	Gay's	crew	experienced	shockwaves	as	they	departed	the	area.	Upon	returning	to	Tinian,	Tibbets	was	awarded	the	Distinguished	Service	Cross.
Harry	S.	Truman	addressed	the	nation:	Sixteen	hours	ago,	an	American	airplane	dropped	one	bomb	on	Hiroshima,	with	more	power	than	20,000	tons	of	TNT.	The	Japanese	had	started	the	war	from	the	air	at	Pearl	Harbor	and	now	faced	a	terrible	fate.	With	this	bomb,	the	United	States	added	a	new	form	of	destruction	to	its	arsenal.	Truman	further
noted	that	the	$2	billion	spent	on	the	Manhattan	Project	was	worth	it,	as	"we	have	won."	Poet	James	Agee	wrote	that	while	the	demonstration	of	power	was	a	victory	for	civilization,	it	also	created	a	deep	wound	in	the	conscience	of	humanity.	News	of	Hiroshima's	destruction	spread	slowly,	and	some	officials	believed	their	own	atomic	program	could
replicate	this	feat.	The	decision	to	drop	the	bomb	remains	contentious,	with	Truman	citing	military	necessity	as	his	justification.	However,	other	reasons	include	minimizing	casualties,	justifying	the	Manhattan	Project	expenses,	and	impressing	the	Soviet	Union.	The	atomic	bomb	dropped	on	Hiroshima	was	a	pivotal	moment	in	history,	changing	the
course	of	World	War	II	and	leaving	behind	an	enduring	legacy.	The	Bombing	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki:	A	Misconceived	Victory	The	509th	Composite	Group,	led	by	Colonel	Paul	W.	Tibbets,	Jr.,	was	tasked	with	delivering	the	atomic	bomb	to	targets	in	Europe	and	Japan.	Despite	facing	birthing	problems	with	the	B-29	program,	planning	for	a	special
combat	unit	began	early	on.	The	unit's	commander,	General	Henry	H.	Arnold,	selected	Colonel	Tibbets	to	lead	the	group.	The	stage	was	set	for	a	decisive	confrontation	with	Japan,	as	the	Allies	sought	to	exploit	the	military	situation	and	capitalize	on	the	latest	developments	in	the	war	effort.	In	June	1945,	President	Roosevelt's	sudden	death	changed
the	dynamics	of	the	conference,	leaving	Harry	Truman	to	assume	the	mantle	of	leadership.	The	Potsdam	Conference,	which	took	place	from	July	17	to	August	2,	marked	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	negotiations	with	Japan.	The	Japanese	Home	Islands	were	initially	spared	from	air	attacks	due	to	their	distance	from	Allied	bomber	bases	and	the
limited	range	of	early	B-29	aircraft.	However,	the	tide	of	war	shifted	in	favor	of	the	Allies,	and	the	first	B-29	strike	on	Kyushu	was	followed	by	a	campaign	targeting	Japanese	industrial	centers.	The	firebombing	campaigns	against	Japan	were	a	pivotal	moment	in	the	war,	with	results	that	left	no	doubt	about	their	devastating	impact.	In	early	March
1945,	XXI	Bomber	Command	launched	an	incendiary	mission	against	Tokyo,	which	marked	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	conflict.	The	bombers	were	sent	in	at	night	at	altitudes	much	lower	than	previous	missions,	making	them	feel	suicidal	to	the	crewmen.	To	increase	payloads,	guns	and	ammunition	were	left	off	the	B-29s,	with	only	napalm	and
incendiary	bombs	remaining.	Pathfinders	went	in	ahead	of	the	main	force	to	drop	napalm	on	the	target,	marking	it	for	the	main	force's	follow-up	incendiary	attacks.	The	result	of	this	raid	was	nothing	short	of	catastrophic,	with	winds	whipped	up	by	the	fires	producing	a	conflagration	that	destroyed	a	wide	area	of	the	city.	The	flames	were	so	intense
that	water	in	the	city's	canals	boiled.	Japanese	records	revealed	that	83,000	people	lost	their	lives	and	40,000	more	were	injured	in	the	fires.	This	was	followed	by	six	firebombing	missions	against	targets	around	Tokyo	Bay	before	the	American	landings	on	Okinawa	diverted	the	B-29s	to	attack	airfields	on	Kyushu.	The	casualties	on	Okinawa	were
heavy	once	again,	with	Japanese	defenders	fighting	a	stubborn	battle	to	inflict	as	many	casualties	as	possible.	The	effect	of	this	continued	bombing	campaign	on	morale	in	the	United	States	was	profound,	but	it	had	an	even	more	profound	impact	on	the	Japanese.	The	new	prime	minister,	Admiral	Suzuki	Kantaro,	reported	that	his	instructions	from
Emperor	Hirohito	were	to	find	a	way	to	end	the	war	as	soon	as	possible.	A	mushroom	cloud	billowing	20,000	feet	above	Hiroshima	and	spreading	10,000	feet	from	ground	zero	left	no	doubt	about	the	devastating	power	of	the	atomic	bomb.	The	crewmen	aboard	the	Enola	Gay	were	awestruck	by	this	power,	and	it	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	air
campaign	against	Japan.	During	the	interim,	hundreds	more	B-29s	had	arrived	in	the	Marianas,	allowing	for	even	larger	formations	to	be	used	for	firebombing.	The	B-29s	were	joined	by	smaller	B-24s	flying	from	Iwo	Jima,	and	Liberators	soon	operated	from	airfields	on	Okinawa	and	nearby	Ie	Shima.	Much	of	his	life	spent	in	the	Orient,	where	he	was
well-versed	in	Asian	philosophy,	it's	reported	that	he	informed	Washington	of	his	views	on	Japan	being	on	the	brink	of	surrender	as	early	as	January	1945.	His	chief	of	staff	for	air,	Lt.	Gen.	George	C.	Kenney,	had	already	informed	Army	Chief	of	Staff	General	George	C.	Marshall	and	President	Roosevelt	that	an	invasion	of	Japan	was	feasible	at	that
time.	“Russia	Was	Our	Enemy”	When	Roosevelt	passed	away	on	April	12,	1945,	due	to	a	cerebral	hemorrhage,	Vice	President	Harry	S.	Truman	took	over	as	president.	As	a	senator	from	Missouri	with	only	a	few	months	of	experience,	he	knew	very	little	about	Roosevelt's	foreign	policies,	including	the	Manhattan	Project	and	its	intended	use.	As	a
member	of	the	Missouri	National	Guard,	Truman	had	served	as	a	captain	of	artillery	in	World	War	I	and	rose	to	colonel	rank	after	the	war.	Shortly	after	entering	the	Senate,	he	was	appointed	to	lead	a	commission	investigating	defense	purchases,	developing	disdain	for	the	professional	military	and	believing	his	military	strategy	knowledge	surpassed
that	of	Annapolis	men	and	West	Pointers	running	the	war.	Truman's	correspondence	regarding	bomb	use	was	classified	until	1995.	Truman	apologists	claimed	the	president	wouldn't	discuss	surrender	with	Japan	because	intercepted	messages	indicated	they	wanted	their	emperor	to	remain	on	the	throne,	which	wasn't	really	the	case.	The	decision	to
target	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	with	the	atomic	bomb	was	a	strategic	one,	as	both	cities	were	considered	less	important	than	other	metropolitan	areas	in	terms	of	military	significance.	However,	this	does	not	mean	that	they	were	not	targeted	due	to	their	cultural	and	religious	significance.	The	use	of	the	atomic	bomb	did	not	bring	about	an	immediate
end	to	the	war,	as	Japan	continued	to	fight	on	despite	the	devastating	casualties	caused	by	the	two	bombs.	In	fact,	it	was	only	after	the	Allied	Potsdam	Declaration	that	the	Japanese	leadership	began	to	consider	surrender.	Hirohito,	the	Emperor	of	Japan,	played	a	crucial	role	in	ending	the	war.	Despite	being	advised	against	doing	so	due	to	the
military's	opposition,	Hirohito	decided	to	accept	the	Allies'	terms,	with	conditions	that	ensured	his	safety	and	continued	rule	on	the	throne.	This	decision	was	made	possible	by	the	assurances	sent	from	Secretary	of	State	James	Byrnes,	which	ultimately	led	to	Japan's	formal	surrender.	In	hindsight,	it	is	clear	that	there	was	no	justifiable	reason	for
rushing	the	use	of	the	atomic	bomb,	especially	given	the	significant	distances	between	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	and	Tokyo.	However,	fear	that	Japan	would	surrender	before	the	bomb	could	be	used	may	have	played	a	role	in	this	decision.	The	impact	of	the	atomic	bomb	on	the	Japanese	people	was	severe,	with	widespread	destruction	and	loss	of	life.
Despite	this,	the	general	morale	of	the	Japanese	population	had	already	sunk	to	its	lowest	levels,	making	it	unlikely	that	the	bomb	would	have	a	significant	effect.	Meanwhile,	the	Allied	leaders,	including	Harry	Truman,	were	not	directly	responsible	for	ending	the	war.	It	was	ultimately	Hirohito's	decision,	facilitated	by	the	Allied	assurances,	that	led	to
Japan's	surrender	and	avoided	an	invasion	that	could	have	cost	thousands	of	lives.	The	atomic	bombings	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	remain	a	complex	and	debated	topic	in	modern	history.	While	it	is	widely	accepted	that	Japan	surrendered	unconditionally	on	August	15,	1945,	leading	to	the	end	of	World	War	II,	there	has	been	ongoing	discussion
about	whether	these	bombings	were	necessary.	Many	historians	argue	that	Japan	was	on	the	verge	of	surrender	without	the	use	of	the	atomic	bombs,	citing	evidence	from	intercepted	Japanese	communications	and	the	Potsdam	Declaration.	The	development	of	the	atomic	bomb,	codenamed	"Little	Boy"	and	"Fat	Man,"	was	a	culmination	of	the
Manhattan	Project,	a	top-secret	US	government	program	launched	in	1942.	The	project	brought	together	leading	scientists,	including	J.	Robert	Oppenheimer,	Enrico	Fermi,	and	Leo	Szilard,	to	work	on	harnessing	nuclear	fission	for	military	purposes.	Despite	numerous	scientific	and	engineering	challenges,	the	Manhattan	Project	made	rapid	progress,
producing	two	types	of	atomic	bombs.	However,	US	military	planners	estimated	that	a	land	invasion	of	Japan	would	result	in	hundreds	of	thousands	of	American	casualties.	The	Japanese	were	preparing	for	a	final	defense,	mobilizing	millions	of	civilians	to	fight	with	bamboo	spears.	President	Harry	S.	Truman	believed	that	the	atomic	bombs	could
bring	a	swift	end	to	the	war,	saving	countless	American	lives.	The	Potsdam	Declaration	issued	in	July	1945	called	for	Japan's	unconditional	surrender,	but	made	no	mention	of	the	atomic	bomb.	Japan's	initial	response	was	to	ignore	it,	stating	that	they	would	"mokusatsu"	it,	or	treat	it	with	silent	contempt.	Intercepted	Japanese	communications
suggested	they	were	seeking	a	negotiated	peace	rather	than	an	unconditional	surrender.	The	bombings	themselves	occurred	on	August	6	and	9,	1945.	The	Little	Boy	bomb	killed	an	estimated	70,000	people	in	Hiroshima,	while	the	Fat	Man	bomb	killed	around	40,000	people	in	Nagasaki.	The	immediate	aftermath	was	one	of	unimaginable	horror	and
destruction.	The	aftermath	of	the	atomic	bombings	of	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	was	a	complex	mix	of	devastation	and	surrender.	The	use	of	these	bombs,	which	caused	widespread	radiation	sickness	and	increased	rates	of	cancer,	would	continue	to	affect	survivors	for	decades.	Japan's	acceptance	of	the	Potsdam	Declaration,	announced	by	Emperor
Hirohito	on	August	15,	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	war.	The	international	community's	reaction	was	varied,	with	some	nations	supporting	the	US	decision	while	others	condemned	it	as	barbaric.	###ARTICLEThe	United	States'	decision	to	drop	atomic	bombs	on	Japan	was	influenced	by	several	factors.	One	key	reason	was	Japan's	refusal	to
surrender	unconditionally,	wanting	to	preserve	their	emperor	and	conduct	own	war	trials,	whereas	US	sought	unconditional	surrender,	implying	continuation	of	the	war.	Despite	multiple	firebombing	campaigns	like	the	Tokyo	Bombing	in	March	1945,	which	alone	claimed	tens	of	thousands	of	lives,	Japan	continued	to	resist.	The	precise	death	toll	from
the	incendiary	bombs	is	unknown,	but	conservative	estimates	suggest	at	least	80,000	people	were	killed	and	over	a	million	left	homeless	that	night.	Another	factor	behind	dropping	atomic	bombs	was	the	Soviet	Union's	involvement.	On	August	8,	1945,	two	days	after	Hiroshima,	the	Soviet	Union	declared	war	on	Japan,	as	agreed	upon	in	the	Tehrān
and	Yalta	conferences.	It	is	possible	US	President	Harry	Truman	ordered	the	Nagasaki	bomb	to	not	only	force	Japan's	surrender	but	also	to	demonstrate	American	military	power	and	keep	Soviets	out	of	Japan.	World	War	II	was	fought	by	millions	across	the	world	with	battles	in	various	places	like	the	Caribbean,	Greenland,	Iraq,	Syria,	Burma,	and	the
Arctic.	Every	major	country	of	that	time	was	involved,	with	conflict	in	the	Pacific	beginning	before	World	War	II	officially	started.	Japan's	invasion	of	China	in	1931	seeking	raw	materials	for	its	growing	industries	set	off	a	chain	of	events.	The	US	criticized	Japanese	aggression	but	shied	away	from	economic	or	military	punishments.	Relations	worsened
when	Japan	aimed	at	Indochina	to	capture	oil-rich	areas,	prompting	the	US	to	place	an	embargo	on	scrap	metal,	oil,	and	aviation	fuel	heading	to	Japan.	The	US	demanded	Japan	withdraw	from	conquered	Chinese	and	Indochinese	areas,	leading	Japan	to	plan	for	an	attack	on	Pearl	Harbor	by	April	1941.	The	surprise	attack	on	December	7,	1941,
brought	the	US	officially	into	World	War	II,	sinking	several	ships,	destroying	hundreds	of	planes,	and	ending	thousands	of	lives.	The	Japanese	goal	was	to	cripple	the	U.S.	Pacific	fleet,	almost	succeeding.	President	Franklin	Roosevelt	called	it	a	day	that	would	live	in	infamy.	Years	of	fighting	drew	the	US	armed	forces	closer	to	Japan	as	they	'hopped'
from	one	island	to	another.	Every	victory	came	at	great	cost	in	time,	material,	and	lives.	The	last	major	battle	was	for	Okinawa,	lasting	almost	three	months	and	taking	over	100,000	Japanese	and	American	lives.	Upon	becoming	president,	Harry	Truman	learned	of	the	Manhattan	Project's	secret	effort	to	create	an	atomic	bomb.	After	a	successful	test,
Truman	issued	the	Potsdam	Declaration	demanding	Japan's	unconditional	surrender,	warning	of	'prompt	and	utter	destruction.'	Eleven	days	later,	on	August	6,	1945,	an	American	bomber	left	Tinian	Island	with	"Little	Boy,"	an	atomic	bomb.	At	8:15	am	Hiroshima	time,	it	was	dropped,	resulting	in	approximately	80,000	deaths	in	the	first	few	minutes,
with	thousands	dying	later	from	radiation	sickness.	On	August	9,	1945,	another	bomber	headed	to	Nagasaki	with	"Fat	Man,"	another	atomic	bomb.	After	a	minute	of	dropping	"Fat	Man,"	39,000	men,	women,	and	children	were	killed,	with	25,000	more	injured.	Both	cities	were	leveled	by	the	bombs,	forcing	Japan	to	surrender.	there	was	a	major
conflict	in	the	united	states	that	came	to	an	abrupt	end,	and	yet	many	scholars	today	are	still	arguing	about	whether	it	was	the	best	or	most	necessary	course	of	action	to	bring	it	to	a	close.
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