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This guide will explain the conditions for whether or not you will need planning permission for a shed in your garden, and how to go about getting permission if you need it. The same rules will also apply to other types of garden buildings such as summerhouses, log cabins, greenhouses, and garden rooms.The rules in this guide apply to England. To
do so, contact your local planning department for some informal advice. Its best to have a development plan in mind at this point. This way, even if you need to get building consent, its more likely to be granted. Outbuildings and garden sheds are considered to be whats called permitted developments. This means they shouldnt come with any planning
constraints to a degree. Whilst they typically wont cause contentious planning issues, before construction can get underway, there are certain limits and conditions that need to be considered.These are the requirements to meet the criteria of a permitted development:Sheds and outbuildings must be one story, and maximum eaves height (the lowest
part of the roof edge) cannot exceed 2.5 metres. Overall, your shed cannot exceed 4 metres in height for a dual pitched (apex) roof or 3 metres with any other type of roof (pent/flat roof). This rule applies when the shed is more than 2 metres from a boundary.If a garden shed will be situated within 2 metres of a dwelling house boundary, the maximum
height is 2.5 metres.No raised platforms, balconies, or verandas.Outbuildings should cover no more than half (50%) of the area that surrounds the original home. This means any extensions built since 1 July 1948 count towards that 50%.0utbuildings are not allowed on land in front of a wall that forms the principal elevation.With buildings, containers,
and enclosures found on designated land (including natural parks and other conservation areas), planning permissions will be required.Any outbuilding within the curtilage of a listed building will require planning permission.Remember that these planning rules are for houses and not maisonettes, flats, or other buildings. If youre considering
constructing a garden shed or another outbuilding on one of these types of premises, you should seek further guidance regarding planning laws and guidance on flats.Shed Regulations UKIf youre interested in constructing small, ancillary garden buildings like a bike store or garden or tool shed, its important to know your development rights.
Typically, regulations wont apply if the area touching the ground is no larger than 15 metres and theres no sleeping accommodation inside.If the floor area is 15-30 square metres in size, building regulations will still be unnecessary as long as theres no sleeping accommodation for permanent living space and the structure is situated at least one
metre from any boundary. A building that has been constructed from materials that are non-combustible may also be exempt from building regulation approval.Planning Permissions for Specific Garden StructuresWhilst a typical garden shed wont require planning permission, other garden structures will have unique considerations that youll want to
keep in mind if you hope to put one of these outbuildings on your property. Just remember to build any and all garden buildings on a sturdy base.L.og cabins and SummerhousesPlanning permission rules that govern outbuildings most commonly apply to log cabins, summerhouses, and other large structures. However, the criteria for erecting a log
cabin, summerhouse, or a similar building is fairly straightforward planning permission is only needed if your structure will be larger than the above rules or used for a habitable space.GreenhousesGreenhouses would be considered permitted developments for which its not necessary to obtain planning permission. However, its important to note that
any greenhouse intended for construction in a front garden may well require planning permissions.Additionally, your title documents may prevent or restrict the construction of greenhouses on your property, so you should be sure to check out title documents to verify that these provisions arent in place before you get to work.Outdoor officesIf you
are intending to use your outbuilding as a garden office, youll need to consider the building, its location, and the proposed use in order to determine if planning permissions are required.Considerations include: The frequency and number of expected visitorsThe number of people who will work out of the officeWhether or not goods will be brought in
and out of the garden officeThe answers to these issues will become especially relevant if the garden office will be built in a sensitive area, like a conservation area. Additionally, while making your outbuilding into a home office is generally accepted without planning permission, if you intend to run a business out of it, you will need to seek planning
permission.When you are considering your new garden office space, youll also want to consider other issues that are not related to planning permission, including power and electricity supplies, Internet connections, and whether or not the building requires water and waste.Permitted Development RightsPermitted Development Rights play a
significant role when planning to build a shed or another type of garden building. It grants homeowners certain privileges to carry out construction work without planning permission. Shed construction can often fall under these rights, but specific rules apply.To qualify for Permitted Development, the shed must meet certain criteria. This typically
includes restrictions on size, height, and location. For instance, a single-story shed should not exceed 2.5 metres in height. Moreover, it should not be placed forward of the principal elevation of the house.Please note that these rules can vary depending on the propertys location, design, and more. Its advisable to check with your local planning
authority. This can ensure your shed project complies with Permitted Development Rights. Understanding and adhering to these can save you time, effort, and potential complications.Special ConsiderationsSpecial considerations other than what colour to paint your garden building need to be taken into account in a few additional scenarios when
building a shed, tool shed, or other outbuildings.Designated landIf your property is situated on designated land, you will have additional limitations. Designated land refers to national parks, including conservation areas, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, World Heritage Sites, and the Norfolk Broads. If you live on one of these properties and are
hoping to add a garden building to your property, youll need to follow these planning rules:The maximum area to be covered by your shed found more than 20 metres away from any wall of the original house must not exceed 10 square metres in size. If these criteria are met, the shed is considered to be a permitted development.When constructing a
garden building on designated land, no structures will be allowed on the side of your property without requiring planning permissions.Listed buildingsA listed building is a structure or object that has been designated by English Heritage to be of high national importance in terms of historic interest or architecture. With these properties, there are
additional rules regarding garden sheds or outbuildings, and they will require planning permissions. However, you shouldnt let this deter you from building your garden shed, as there are still many options available to you. Whilst obtaining planning permission isnt a difficult process, you should be sure to properly investigate the rules that govern
Listed Buildings before you purchase any type of garden structure.Applying for Planning PermissionA planning application to receive planning permission needs to be made to your local planning authority (LPA) or through a planning portal. LPAs are usually the local district council or borough, and each LPA will have their own planning officer or
planning consultant. Theyll also have their own website that allows the public to access necessary application forms, information on development rights and the application process, contact information, and other important documents.Applying for planning permission for a shed in England involves several key steps. Homeowners must submit a
detailed application to their local planning authority, including:1. Application formsFill out the required application forms, available on the planning authoritys website.2. Site plans and drawingsProviding detailed site plans and drawings. This must present the proposed sheds design, size, and location in relation to the main house.3. Fee
paymentPaying the applicable application fee, which varies based on the projects complexity. Standard householder application fees in England start at around 258.4. Written descriptionProvide a written description of the project. Explain its purpose and how it adheres to planning policies.Once submitted, you can expect the planning authority to
review the application. From there, they can consider factors such as:impact on neighboursenvironmental concernsadherence to local planning guidelinesThe process can take several weeks, and youll receive a decision in the form of an approval or rejection notice.Timescales and CostsThese can vary depending on the projects complexity and your
LPA. Here are some key points to consider:TimescalesApplication processing time: Typically within eight to 13 weeks. However, more straightforward applications may be decided sooner.Preparation time: Allocate time for project planning, design, and gathering necessary documents.Appeal process: Suppose your application is rejected, and you
choose to appeal. This can add several months to the process.CostsApplication fee: The cost varies based on the scope of your project. Smaller, simpler projects tend to have lower fees. Meanwhile, larger or more complex ones may incur higher costs.Professional fees: This only applies if you choose to consult with planning professionals.Additional
costs: Consider any expenses related to site surveys and site plans. Plus, other documents are required for your application.Approval and RejectionLets say your shed planning permission request is approved. You can expect to receive a formal notice from your local planning authority. This will outline the specific conditions, if any, that you must
adhere to during construction. You will also receive the approval documents. These will serve as official consent to proceed with your shed project. Once approved, you can begin construction.However, if its rejected, you will still receive a formal notice. This will specify the reasons for the rejection. It should provide guidance on why your shed project
does not align with local policies.Rejection doesnt mean the end of your project. It may require further consultation with planning professionals and adjustment to your plans. You can also have the option to appeal the decision.Appealing a DecisionWhen appealing a shed planning permission decision, you can expect the following:Formal appeal:
Submit an appeal to the Planning Inspectorate within a specified timeframe. Typically, within six months of the decision. The appeal form can be found on the Planning Inspectorates website.Review by inspector: A planning inspector will be assigned to review your case. They will consider all relevant information. This includes your initial application
and any additional documents or arguments you provide.Further consultation: You may have the opportunity to attend a hearing. Or provide additional written statements to present your case and address any concerns.Decision: The inspector will make a final decision. Either upholding the original rejection or granting planning permission. Their
decision is binding and final.Timescales: The appeal process can take several months to reach a conclusion. Patience is key.Costs: Be prepared for potential costs associated with the appeal. This can include any professional fees or expenses for gathering additional evidence.Appealing a decision offers a second chance to secure shed planning
permission. But it requires preparation, patience, and adherence to the appeal processs timelines.Round-upGetting planning permission for sheds in England may seem complicated. But then again, its essential to follow the rules and meet local regulations. Make sure to understand the requirements, stick to timelines and budgets, and be ready for
potential appeals.Whatever your shed is for, getting the approvals ensures its legal, adds value, and serves its purpose. By planning carefully and following the rules, your dream shed can become a reality.For more information, check out these resourcesLog Cabin Planning Permission This quick guide breaks down everything you need to know about
building rules for even more types of garden building.When Do You Need Planning Permission? A UK Gov guide to planning permission.Planning Control Enforcement The New Forest National Park explains breach of planning control procedures.Planning Permission for Trees This helpful guide provides suggestions regarding tree protection during
property construction.Planning Permission for Farms Review the rules of planning permissions when building outbuildings on farmland.Obtaining Planning Permission This public service video from UKELA explains how to obtain planning permission.Garden Office Planning Permissions This guide explains the need for planning permissions when
building garden buildings or offices.Greenhouse Planning Permissions This resource explains when planning permissions will be required for greenhouse construction.Planning Permissions for Self-Build Projects A helpful video providing tips and tricks to secure planning permissions for a self-built project.Building Regulation Exemptions This
resource explains the Building Regulations 2010, which outlines the types of work that are exempt from Building Regulations.Planning Permissions for Renewable Energy Projects PlanLoCal explains how to navigate the process of obtaining planning permission for a low carbon, renewable energy project.Planning Breaches An explanation of what
happens when you fail to obtain or comply with planning permission.Breach of Condition Notices A breach of conditions notice will require property owners to secure planning permission compliance.Planning Permission For A Garden Room Do you need planning permission for a garden room?Garden Offices A description of garden offices in the UK
and when planning permissions are needed.Stick Built or Kit Learn The Pros & Cons Kybotech Limited, Dukeries Industrial Estate, Claylands Avenue, Worksop, S81 7BQ, United Kingdomsales@gardenbuildingsdirect.co.uk Copyright Garden Buildings Direct Blog 2021. All rights reserved. Shipping Containers! Do they require planning permission?One
strategy that I hear being promoted is to open up a storage business as shipping containers do not require planning permission.Unfortunately this is not true. Often a shipping container will require planning permission.Lets explore and maybe when it doesnt require planning. Shipping Containers what is beneath it? Before you look at the shipping
container, you need to look at the land upon which it or they will sit.Is it part of the curtilage? Is it garden land (see this page for the difference to curtilage)? Is it agricultural land?The next question you need to ask is what is the use going to be?If it is being used as an outbuilding within the curtilage, then the container needs to comply with Class E
of Part 1 of the GPDO as an outbuilding. it must have an incidental use to the house and be a maximum height of 2.5m. It must also not occupy more than 50% of the land around your house within the curtilage.If the use is going to be 28 days or less, then it would be covered under Class B of Part 4 of the GPDO provided it is not within the curtilage of
a building. But you only get this 28 day period once every calendar year.Should you find a nice piece of land that has had no real use over the years, then you are very likely to require planning permission. The land is likely to be agricultural and starting a storage business from the land will see enforcement making enquiries as soon as the new
structures are reported by a neighbour.Essentially when you change the use of the land, planning will usually be required.Lets take the agricultural land again if you use the container for purely agricultural uses, you are not changing the use of the land. So you might be able to place a container there under permitted development. If your land is over
5ha, then Class A of Part 6 of the GPDO allows for such buildings subject to prior approval.The one exemption to all of the above is whether the local authority considers the shipping container to be a chattel and something that is easily moveable. In this case planning might not be required however once again the use of the container will matter. If
the use is the same as the land designation you could be good to go. If not once again planning will be required. But these circumstances are not that common now and local authorities increasingly see the container as a permanent building.Containers as a use on a building site. This is covered under Class A of Part 4 of the GPDO. This may well allow
for a container to be on th eland during the construction for which planning has been approved. But it must be removed once constricted has completed.Reverting back to the agricultural land or indeed any other land which may have had a container on it for a few years. The container itself may well be passed any enforcement period (see below) but
should you start to let out the container to a third party for storage or use it for non-agricultural activities, then it is likely to need planning for the change of use. Any subsequent enforcement should be for the use rather than the building or container itself.If the designation of the land is within a Conservation Area, National Landscapes (AONB), the
Broads, National Park etc., it will make any planning application a bit harder. Permitted development rights may be impacted if there is a restriction within it. So for example, you may not be able to place the container to the side of the property within the curtilage, if the land is part of a conservation area.If you do require planning permission,
Planning Geek can assist you with this please complete this form and we will assist you. Enforcement Should the local authority decide that you are in breach of planning, they have the right to enforce. This is now a 10 year period, unless the works were substantially complete before 25th April 2024. However this period would only have been 4 years
before 25th April 2024 if the use of the land hadnt changed. So for example had you put the container in a garden in the wrong location this would be a 4 year period if it was placed there before 25th April 2024.They may invite you to submit retrospective planning. Although they are not obliged to offer or accept this. They may simply ask for the
removal of the container(s).If you need help with a retrospective application or enforcement, please reach out to us. We are here to help! Certificate of Proposed Use or Development If you are concerned about whether you can have the container on your land, you might wish to submit an application for a certificate of proposed use or development.
Planning Geek can assist you with this application if required.Please complete this form if we can help. Updated: 17th May 2025 Hannah Moule BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV Founder & Planning Consultant Find out more Sally Moore BSc (Hons) PgD MRICS FAAV Managing Director & Planning Consultant Find out more Angela Cantrill BSc (Hons)
MRICS FAAV Senior Planning Consultant Find out more Adam Jones MSc MRTPI Senior Planning Consultant Find out more Isabel Gatier BA (Hons) PGD Planning Consultant Find out more Chris Buckland BSc (Hons) Graduate Planning Consultant Find out more Nadia Amietszajew MCIAT Chartered Architectural Technologist Find out more Jess
Rowley NDip Customer Service Advisor Find out more Rebecca Cole BSc (Hons) Office Manager Find out more Nicola Palmer BSc (Hons) Marketing Manager Find out more Shipping containers are a fantastic alternative to traditional bricks and mortar. They take less time to construct, cost less, offer a wide range of design possibilities and are much
more eco-friendly. But do the same building regulations apply? Do you need planning permission for a shipping container? Or are they exempt? Unfortunately, the answer is a little more complicated than a simple yes or no. Every situation is different, with different rules and potential roadblocks. Which is why, before ordering your container, its
always safer to double-check with your local authority first. Will it be a temporary or permanent structure? This is the big question. Technically, a shipping container is classed as a temporary structure. It may not have wheels, but it is portable. It isnt designed to sit permanently or intended for use in the same way as a traditional property. And as
such, it should be exempt from planning permission requirements just like a caravan or mobile home. But this isnt a blanket guarantee. Yes in the majority of cases, shipping container planning permission wont be required. But there are many circumstances in which it will be and before you go ahead with the project, youll need to apply to your local
authority in the same way you would with a traditional building. Ultimately, the need for planning approval depends on four key factors: 1. How you intend to use the shipping container If you plan to use it as a temporary structure (such as a home office or guest bedroom) or as an alternative to a garden shed, you probably wont need official container
planning permission. However, if you plan to convert it from a portable to a static structure and use it as a permanent building (such as a shipping container home or business), the likelihood that youll need approval significantly increases. Particularly if itll remain in one location for 28 days or more. Similarly, if youre setting up a commercial self-
storage facility and would like to use multiple shipping containers, youll almost certainly need to obtain permission from the local authority. 2. Where the container will be placed Additional restrictions may apply depending on the intended location of the container. If you wish to place it on land set within a national park, an area of outstanding
natural beauty, or close to a listed building, the rules and regulations are likely to be much stricter. And in most cases, you will need to apply for shipping container planning permission before getting started. Green belt land doesnt usually cause any issues for temporary containers within the boundaries of your own home. But a permanent structure
will require permission, and to be successful in your application, you may need to find a way to blend the container into its surroundings. 3. Whether it will have a wider impact If the shipping container will be impeding access in any way, or is likely to cause excessive traffic or noise to the local area, youre much more likely to need container planning
permission. This is also the case if your structure could cause a significant loss of light or privacy for your neighbours. In such circumstances, to increase the likelihood of permission being granted, it can be worth showing neighbours your plans from the outset and accommodating any small changes. 4. Its size The larger the structure is, the more
likely you are to need planning permission. As a general rule of thumb, if the shipping container will cover more than half of the land surrounding your original property, be taller than the closest property or be connected to permanent utility supplies (i.e. gas and electric), local authority approval will probably be required. Do your research and
double check Its a legal offence to build without the appropriate planning permission in place. And if you need consent but failed to apply, you may have to demolish the structure or face legal penalties. Therefore even if youre confident that you dont require planning permission for your container its always a good idea to check with your local council
in advance. At the very least, its worth making them aware of your plans before you start building. Provide as much information as possible, including details of: the intended use its location the size of the structure its planned aesthetic whether it will be connected to utility supplies how it will be accessed and secured And be clear that youll make a
conscious effort not to cause any kind of visual disturbance. For example, youre willing to paint it in a particular colour or fit it with wood cladding. Contact our experts for more information Got a question about shipping container planning permission? Were here to help. As a leading UK supplier of shipping containers and specialists in bespoke
container conversions we have excellent knowledge and experience in this area. Once we know a bit more about your ideal structure, not only can we advise on whether approval is likely to be needed, we can also help you to satisfy any planning permission requirements designing and manufacturing a structure that is perfect for your needs, whilst
meeting all the specified rules and regulations. To chat with a member of the team, simply give us a call on 0870 240 9405. Or if you prefer, send an email to sales@gapcontainers.co.uk and well respond to your enquiry as soon as possible. Generally speaking, No, you do not need planning permission to keep a storage or shipping container on your
property. Shipping containers are considered temporary structures, and as such should be exempt from planning permission requirements.What constitutes a temporary structure?If the structure is portable whilst a shipping or storage container does not have wheels like a caravan or mobile home it is just as portable.If the structure does not have
foundations.The structure is not designed to stay there permanently.It is worth bearing in mind that some local authorities place additional restrictions, even on temporary structures like shipping containers. This is usually only the case if you live in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty or on (or very close to) a National Park.A few points you should
consider: When do you need planning permission for a shipping container?As the general rule of thumb is that it is usually unnecessary to seek planning permission for a temporary structure, such as a shipping or storage container to be placed on your property, the question is easier to flip to answer when you should seek permission.If you are
converting a shipping container (or shipping containers) into a permanent structure for habitation, then you will likely need to seek planning permission for your shipping container conversion project.If you are converting a shipping container into a business premises, such as a caf or other business.If the shipping container will take up or cover more
than half the area surrounding the original property, you may need permission before proceeding.Find out more about getting a shipping containerIf you would like to get a shipping container for your property, youre in the right place! We have a vast selection of shipping containers for sale or hire, including refrigerated containers, side access
containers and tunnel containers. We can even undertake container conversions to transform your shipping container into well anything you like. Last Updated on January 20, 2025 This is a very common question. Will I have enough room? Do I need planning permission? Is the ground suitable to support a container? What would I use it for? Do I have
the necessary access to site a container? These are some of the questions we will address in the following article. Containers come in various sizes 10ft x 8ft, 20ft x 8ft and 40ft x 8ft. The doors are 4ft wide each so sufficient space would be necessary for these to open fully. They sit on 6-inch x 7-inch castings on the corners only, which would need to
be supported (the 40fts requiring further support along the length in a few places). The best surface to support a container would be a concrete base or concrete pads for the corners to sit on. Railway sleepers and blocks are also suitable. Grass is not the best surface to site a container on as it is not always solid, so the container is prone to
movement. Tarmac can soften, so is not the best surface either. Access to the site is a very important factor as this will determine whether a delivery is possible. For a 10ft or 20ft container, you will require access for a vehicle approximately 40ft long x 10ft wide (including the wing mirrors), with a further 10ft width required where the vehicle is
offloading to put legs out (each side) to stabilise the vehicle.For a 40ft container, the vehicle will be approximately 60ft long and 10ft wide, also requiring further width for the stabilising legs. The ground needs to be level and there must be no overhanging cables, trees or branches, drain covers, etc., in the area as these will impede the offloading.
Also, the HIAB vehicles used cannot lift over a building of any kind. The reach of the cranes varies, so although lifting over a fence is possible this will shorten the distance the crane could reach the other side of the fence. People often ask, Do you need planning permission to place a container in your garden? Well, the answer to this seems to vary
depending on your local council. If you are in a conservation area or an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, then you may well need it even though containers are temporary structures. So it is always best to check with your local council before you go ahead with an order. They may also stipulate the colour you are allowed to have. The use of the
container can also determine whether planning permission is required, such as whether it is just for storage or as an office, etc. Containers are not the prettiest storage solutions, particularly from your neighbours point of view perhaps. However, it is possible to disguise a container to an extent with camouflaging paintwork, modifications to blend it
into the surroundings or perhaps by cladding it externally with timber. These options can be carried out by our fabricators in the depot or by yourselves on site. Also siting the container next to a fence or behind a shed can discreetly hide it and help it blend into the surroundings. So, what is so good about a container? Well, they are extremely
versatile, being able to store lots of items in one place, readily available for use at home. You could use one as a gym, office, workshop, etc. They are extremely durable and water resistant and will last a good few years, far more than a shed or outbuilding, and they are very reasonably priced. So if you are looking to expand your storage areas at home
or at work, look no further. We are a family-run business with a wealth of experience and knowledge about containers and can give you advice on the size of container you might need, along with prices to purchase and for hire too, at very reasonable prices. GET A QUOTE or telephone us on 0800 121 7388. We look forward to hearing from you for a
quote and any questions you have about containers. Skip to content Tel: 0330 321 3380Email: [emailprotected] Partner Article In the UK, whether you need planning permission to use a shipping container depends on the intended use and location of the container. If you plan to use the container as a permanent structure, such as a home or office, you
will likely need planning permission from your local planning authority. However, if you are using the container temporarily, for storage or as a site office, you may not need planning permission.As a general rule of thumb, the likelihood of planning permission being required increases significantly when a structure is converted from mobile (or
portable) to static. This means that if you install a structure within the confines of your property that is considered mobile, it will most likely be considered temporary and will therefore be exempt from planning permission requirements.Even so, it is typically the purpose for which a shipping container or used shipping container (or similar structure)
will be used that will determine whether or not planning permission is needed.When applying for planning permission for a shipping container, you will need to provide information about the proposed use of the container, its location and how it will be connected to services such as electricity and water. You may also need to provide information about
how the container will be accessed and how it will be secured.Building Regulations Approvalln addition to the standard planning permission application, you may also need to apply for building regulations approval. Building regulations approval is required for any new building or extension to an existing building, including shipping container
conversions.The process involves submitting detailed plans and specifications for the proposed conversion to your local building control team. They will then assess the plans to ensure that they comply with building regulations and will issue a building regulations compliance certificate if they are satisfied.In some cases, you may also need to apply for
other permissions, such as a change of use or a lawful development certificate. If you are planning to use the container as a dwelling, you may need to apply for planning permission for residential development. This requirement can also vary on the basis of the permanence or otherwise of the structure. It is not uncommon for shipping containers to be
used as strictly temporary dwellings for workers on project sites, as well as for many other purposes.This is why planning permission applications and requests for building regulations approval are considered on a case-by-case basis. Irrespective of how confident you are that your intended use for a shipping container negates the need for planning
permission, it is still a good idea to check with your local council in advance.Additional Regulations and RestrictionsIts important to note that there may be additional regulations and restrictions that apply depending on the location of the flat pack container. For example, if the container is located in a conservation area or an area of outstanding
natural beauty, there may be stricter planning rules in place.Its also worth noting that even if you dont require planning permission, you should still inform your local planning authority of your plans. This will help ensure that there are no issues with your proposed use of the container and that it meets all relevant regulations.In SummaryAdding a
shipping container to your property can be a great way to make the best possible use of all available space. But depending on how you plan on using your shipping container, planning permission may be required, along with other types of approvals.In general, if you are planning to use a shipping container as a permanent structure, such as a home or
office, you will likely need planning permission. However, if you are using the container temporarily for storage or as a site office, you may not need planning permission.Its therefore best to check with your local planning authority to determine if you need planning permission for your specific case. This was posted in Bdaily's Members' News section
by iCONQUER Ltd . Owning a shipping container in the UK isnt as simple as making a purchase and putting it to use. There are various legalities and regulations that you must navigate to ensure your container complies with local laws and ordinances. This quick guide to shipping container regulations aims to shed light on these aspects, providing
you with a comprehensive understanding of the various regulatory considerations that might relate to owning or using a shipping container. Whether youre thinking of buying a shipping container for storage, construction, or even to convert into a unique living space, this quick guide will help you understand what you need to know before taking the
plunge.The Legalities of Buying a Shipping ContainerPlanning PermissionThis is a key aspect to understand when asking what you need to know when buying a shipping container. If your purpose is temporary or involves regular relocation, you may not require planning permissions. These containers are often classified as temporary structures, which
gives them flexibility in terms of legal requirements.However, the situation changes when youre looking to transform your container into a permanent fixture. Whether its an innovative living space or a unique office environment, youd likely need to apply for planning permission. This process ensures that your structure meets local building codes and
regulations, providing a safe and compliant environment.Its also crucial to note that these regulations can vary by location, so its always advisable to consult with your local planning authority before proceeding with your project.Building RegulationsWhen embarking on the journey of owning a shipping container as a living space or office, its crucial
to understand and comply with UK building regulations. These regulations are in place to ensure all building work, including changes and alterations, meets specific design and construction standards.The parameters of these standards cover a broad range of aspects. For instance, insulation is a critical factor to consider. Its not just about maintaining
comfortable internal temperatures; good insulation also plays a role in energy conservation.Ventilation, another important aspect, is essential for maintaining air quality and preventing the build-up of moisture that could lead to mould growth.Fire safety regulations are equally important. They dictate the use of fire-resistant materials and the
implementation of effective escape routes and alarms.LocationThe location of your shipping container significantly influences whether or not its easy to buy and use a shipping container for your chosen purpose. This is due to the diverse nature of land use and planning controls across the country.Certain zones, such as conservation areas or Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), have stricter rules. These regions are protected owing to their significant historical or natural value. Therefore, any alterations or additions, including the placement of shipping containers, are subject to rigorous scrutiny to ensure the preservation of these sites.Moreover, even outside these specific areas, local
councils may have individual guidelines regarding the placement of structures, including shipping containers. These rules could pertain to aesthetics, safety, environmental impact, or community standards. Its, therefore, crucial to consult with your local council before purchasing or placing a shipping container.Size and Appearanceln the UK, the
need for planning permission for your shipping container can be influenced by factors such as its size and appearance. Larger containers that markedly alter the look of a property or area are more likely to necessitate permission.This is particularly true if the container is intended to be a permanent structure as opposed to a temporary one. The
aesthetic impact of the container on its surroundings can also play a crucial role. If any project is deemed to detract from the areas visual appeal or character, special permission may be required.Start Your Shipping Container Journey Today with PhilspaceHave you found our quick guide to shipping container regulations useful? Are you ready to
venture into the world of shipping containers? The journey may seem daunting, but with the right guidance, its an exciting investment. If youre wondering what you need to know when buying a shipping container, youve come to the right place.At Philspace, one of the UKs leading providers of cost-effective, secure, and flexible site accommodation
and storage solutions, were committed to helping you navigate this process.With over 30 years of experience in the industry, we offer a wide range of shipping containers suitable for various purposes from temporary storage solutions to permanent structures. Whether youre looking for a container for your business or personal use, Philspace has got
you covered.Start your shipping container adventure with Philspace. Click the link below to contact us, or take a look at our products page to see which solutions we offer.Further Reading In the UK, container homes often do not require planning permission as they are not considered to be permanent. However, a container home cant be considered
as a temporary structure if you are choosing to live in the home for a prolonged period. You should also be aware that the rules vary in different parts of the country. For instance, Listed Buildings and National Parks often require planning permission, regardless of the type of building, the structure, or the intended use. For that reason, you should
always contact your local planning authority (LPA) to check whether your particular location requires planning permission. You can find your local LPA byclicking here. Investing in a shipping container home offers many benefits. Its affordable, ecofriendly, and allows you to create a unique, functional and stylish home for you and your family. Whats
more, shipping containers are now easily accessible and can be installed and converted quickly with the help of specialist container conversion companies. If youre considering upgrading to a trendy container home, heres everything you need to know about the UK planning permission regulations. Container homes are homes made from the large
metalshipping containersyou see transporting goods on ships, trucks, and trains or being used to store goods. Shipping containers are designed to travel long distances around the world, and as a result, are made from highly durable materials such as steel. This makes them extremely durable and enables them to withstand wear and tear and remain
in excellent condition for many years. Container homes also have significantly lower construction and maintenance costs when compared to traditional homes, which makes them extremely appealing to potential housebuyers. Furthermore, container homes offer many environmental benefits as they are made from recycled material and dont require
the use of building materials. This makes them the perfect housing solutions for any environment-conscious families looking for an innovative way to lower their carbon footprint and lead a greener lifestyle. Manycontainer conversion companiesoffer bespoke designs of all shapes and sizes, allowing you to create the perfect green family home to suit
your specific style and requirements. You must always comply with building regulations if you are planning to live in a container home. You will have to show that you have properly complied with fire regulations and other building control requirements in force within your area. The best way to do this is to have your installation carried out by a
certified professional container conversion company. This will give you complete reassurance that your container home complies with all current legislation. There are several situations when you wouldnt need planning permission to use a container. For example: In your garden If you extend your current property by installing a shipping container in
your garden, then you wouldnt typically require planning permission unless your property is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty or meets another exception. However, certain rules must be followed. For instance, a container extension must not cover more than half the area of land around the original property. Farmland You will not usually
require planning permission if you are installing a container home on empty land or farmland. However, it is important to be aware that you may require planning permission if the use of the land changes (i.e. from agricultural to residential). It is advisable to contact your local LPA in these circumstances. Business Planning permission is not usually
required if youre converting a shipping container into apopup shopor similar, as this would be considered a temporary structure. If you want to set up a permanent containerbased business, then you would usually require planning permission. Container homes are yet another excellent example of how old shipping containers can be recycled and
converted into something innovative and functional. Not only do they offer environmental benefits, they also allow you to create a unique and affordable home. With planning permission often not necessary, installing a container home is now relatively quick, affordable and painless. However, if you are considering a container home, it is always best to
contact your local LPA or container conversion specialists to see what rules and regulations apply. Get in Touch If youre interested in any of our services or have additional questions, please contact us. Our team is available to provide expert advice and support, ensuring you find the perfect solution for your needs. Hannah Moule, Founder and
Director of The Rural Planning Co answers one of our frequently asked questions... Do I need planning permission for storage containers? We regularly come across farmyards with a handful of storage containers round the back, often let out for storage to businesses or individuals, creating very useful rental income. There is a common thought that
these containers dont need planning permission because they are moveable / mobile. Whilst its something you probably dont want to hear, unfortunately this isnt the case. To get geeky for a moment, when you place a container onto agricultural land and use it for storage use, you have changed the use of the land. Changing the use of land is
something that requires full planning consent. Assuming the containers are not attached to the land, just placed on it, there are a few scenarios where planning is not needed. The first is if you are using the shipping container for agricultural purposes on agricultural land Eg a workshop / secure storage. The second is where it is a temporary use of
less than 28 days. The third is if you already have permission for storage (or whatever use the containers will be) on the land, and you are placing the containers in that area. The most common scenario outlined in the first paragraph above, will always require planning permission for the change of use. Planning consent will be unfortunately be
difficult to get in the Greenbelt, AONBs or other landscape designated areas. Outside of these areas planning might be achievable, depending on the site. Or if it really is around the back, its not noticeable by your nosy neighbour, and you are happy to take the risk, then it might be worth not worrying about planning unless someone knocks on the
door. As always if you want any specific advice, please contact us. We have a team of planning consultants who can help you determine whether or not planning permission is required. Shipping containers are increasingly popular in the UK for their versatility, affordability, and practicality. Whether used for residential storage, commercial purposes,
or even as temporary structures, these containers offer innovative solutions to diverse needs. However, before placing a shipping container on your property, its crucial to understand the planning permission requirements to avoid complications.This guide will walk you through the factors that determine whether planning permission is necessary, the
process of applying for it, and tips to ensure your project runs smoothly. The need for planning permission depends on several factors, including the containers size, location, and intended use. Below are the key considerations to help you determine if you need to apply.1l. Temporary vs. Permanent UseTemporary Use: If the container is being used
temporarily (e.g., during a home renovation or short-term project), planning permission is often not required.Permanent Use: For long-term use, especially for commercial purposes, planning permission is more likely to be necessary.2. Container SizeSmaller containers (under 2.5 metres in height) placed discreetly on residential properties usually
dont require planning permission.Larger containers or those exceeding size limits may trigger planning consent requirements. Its best to check with your local planning authority to confirm.3. Location on Your PropertyProminent Placement: Containers positioned at the front of your property or in highly visible areas are subject to stricter
scrutiny.Discreet Placement: Placing the container at the side or rear of your property reduces the likelihood of needing planning permission, although local regulations still apply.4. Impact on NeighboursVisual Impact: If the container affects your neighbours views or the aesthetic of the area, objections may arise.Good Relations: Consulting with your
neighbours and seeking their support can help smooth the planning process.5. Intended UseCommercial Use: If the container will be used for business operations, such as storage for equipment or inventory, planning permission is typically required.Personal Use: Containers for personal storage on private property are less likely to require planning
permission.6. Permitted Development RightsIn some cases, your project may qualify under permitted development rights, allowing you to place a container without formal permission. However, this is subject to conditions, such as size limits and restrictions on commercial use. Always confirm eligibility with your local council. You will need planning
permission in the following scenarios:The container is in a conservation area, listed building, or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).It is intended for commercial or business purposes.The container exceeds the permitted development size or location restrictions.Local zoning or property regulations do not permit such structures. If planning
permission is required, follow these steps:1. Check Local RegulationsStart by reviewing your local councils guidelines on storage containers. Policies may vary depending on the council, particularly concerning size, placement, and usage restrictions.2. Submit an ApplicationComplete a planning application form via your councils website. Youll need to
provide details such as the containers dimensions, intended use, and proposed location.3. Undergo a Consultation PeriodOnce submitted, your application will go through a consultation period, during which the council assesses the proposal, consults with neighbours, and considers the containers potential impact.4. DecisionAfter the consultation, the
council will issue a decision. If approved, you can proceed with installation. If denied, you may appeal the decision or adjust your plans to meet the requirements. Research Local Rules: Familiarise yourself with your local councils specific regulations.Engage Neighbours Early: Addressing concerns upfront can reduce objections during the consultation
process.Hire a Professional: A planning consultant can help navigate complex regulations and improve your chances of approval. Shipping containers are a fantastic storage solution for residential and commercial purposes alike. However, understanding planning permission requirements is essential to avoid legal complications. By considering factors
such as size, location, and intended use, and consulting with your local council, you can ensure a hassle-free installation process.At Storage on Site, we provide a wide range of shipping containers for hire, sale, and customisation. With a strong commitment to professionalism and environmental responsibility, were here to guide you every step of the
way. Contact us today for expert advice and tailored solutions to meet your storage needs. Friday 31 March 2023Updated: Thursday 23 January 2025 Filed in: General November 2024 Shipping containers are a quick, easy and low-cost choice for garden storage, or as an extra space for work, play, or relaxation in your garden. Plan ahead to make sure
you avoid any unforeseen issues before it's too late. For simple storage of your garden stuff, like lawn mowers, garden furniture, bikes, or even an over-spill from your house, a shipping container for storage has the advantage over traditional wooden garden sheds of being portable, watertight, secure and long-lasting . You can have a standard
shipping container delivered and dropped into place ready to use immediately. You can choose from a container "as is", or from a range of optional extras optional extras. If you are considering a shipping container conversion in your garden, perhaps a home office, studio, home gym, or a relaxation space, you'll be gaining extra space at home without
having to go through the time, trouble and layout of a costly home extension. On top of this all this, if you move house, or change your mind about the best spot in you garden for your container, you can move it - shipping containers are portable! If you're lucky to have a decent sized back garden which is accessible to a deliver a shipping container, it's
a great place to create extra space on your property. You can add an extra room in your back garden with a shipping container conversion, delivered ready for immediate use! AND you can use them for whatever you want - from home offices and gyms to workshops and studios, to "man-caves" and "she-sheds" - not forgetting our portable garage
conversions for the front or side of your property, Some of our clients have even used garden container to work their business from, including a hair and beauty salon! So once you've decided to install a shipping container you garden, let's start with the first question you're probably thinking of. As shipping containers are classified as temporary
structures you do not normally need planning permission. However, it's always a good idea to check with your local authority as we can't guarantee that you won't need planning permission. For example, there may be special conditions in areas of natural beauty or conservation areas that mean permission is required. Even If there are conditions that
apply to gain planning permission, they can usually be satisfied with the addition of wood cladding on the container, or a repaint in an approved colour like green. These help the container blend into the surroundings. Or if the sight of a shipping container in your garden bothers you personally, you can erect wooden fencing around it, or plant
evergreen shrubs. See our blog Can I Put a Shipping Container on my Property? to find out more. Once you've checked out planning permission, the next question should be about size and space. Size and shape of your garden - although it's temping to maximise the amount of space you can get from your storage container or your garden office, you
don't want most of your garden taken up with it. Shipping containers for your garden can be as small as 8ft, and as big as 40ft, so there's plenty of scope in between to get the right size for your garden. Think about positioning too - is the space more suited to having the container with the long side, or the 8ft end, facing forwards? Installing side doors
in the container gives you more positioning options. Sunlight or shadelf your container is for storage this is a less of an issue, but if you've chosen a conversion and you'll spending a lot of time in it then consider your comfort. A shady spot will be nice and cool to work in during the summer months, but may not let much light in. If you're using your
garden room as a place to chill out or socialise in, you may crave a bit of sunshine. Whether you're after sun or shade, bear in mind the hours during which you'll be using your container most as the sun moves round. Prepare the ground for your container - before it arrives! Hard standing level ground is recommended if possible but placing concrete
slabs underneath the four corner posts, or using railway sleepers, will keep your container level, secure and prevent racking out. AccessYou may have a lovely big garden but unfortunately sometimes the surrounding access to it makes it impossible to deliver a standard shipping container. It will be delivered by a large vehicle with a hiab crane to
offload. If you're unsure if your garden and the surrounding area has suitable access then read our page Delivery of Your Shipping Container. Containers Direct are always happy to assess your site from your photos to ensure you can have complete confidence before you buy. Fortunately there are a wide range of self assembly containers suitable for
gardens, either with or without restricted access. They are delivered in flat pack form, and every component is man portable, from storage containers, to offices and more! They are simple and quick to erect with no fiddly bits or special DIY skills required.* *Step-by step guide to self-assembly - featured product flat pack garden shed: View the
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